
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on 
Monday, November 4, 2013 at 7:33 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 

 
  Mayor Higgins stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had 

been provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public 
Meetings Act). 
 
 Chief Roberts opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of 
silence. 
  
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT    MAYOR J. NOLAN HIGGINS 
PRESENT     COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN RONALD GRIFFITHS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN KEVIN KANE 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN GEORGE SCHNURR 
PRESENT    COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 
PRESENT     COUNCILMAN JAYE SIMS 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Swearing In and Oath of Office: Investigator Richard Schwerthoffer to Detective, 
      Freehold Borough Police Department.”  
 
 Mayor Higgins gave the Oath of Office to Detective Schwerthoffer.   
 
 Mayor Higgins recognized Chief Roberts and the police officers in the back of the room 
who were present for the swearing in.   
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to accept the Supplemental Minutes from 
October 7, 2013; Executive Session October 7, 2013 and Regular Meeting October 7, 2013, 
seconded by Councilman Sims. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Recognizing the 
92nd Anniversary of the Macedonia Freehold Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths. 
 
 Councilman Sims stated that he and Mayor Higgins attended the ceremony and presented 
the Resolution.  Councilman Sims stated that he was sad to report that Elder McDonald passed 
away over the weekend and asked that we keep our thoughts and prayers with the family.   
 
 Mayor Higgins stated Elder McDonald was in good health when the Resolution was done 
and their thoughts go out to Elder McDonalds family and his church family. 
 
 RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
 FREEHOLD RECOGNIZING THE 92ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE MACEDONIA 
 FREEHOLD CHURCH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 



 
 “Proclamation of the Mayor and Council in the Borough of Freehold Declaring 
November 2013 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.” 
 
 Councilman Griffiths explained that pancreatic cancer is one of the deadliest cancers in 
our nation, responsible for more than 35,000 deaths each year and said that pancreatic cancer 
was responsible for his mother’s death. 
 
 Councilman Kane stated this was the type of cancer that also took the life of David 
Barkalow a few weeks ago. 
 
 Mayor Higgins declared the Proclamation was entered into the record. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Second Reading and Public Hearing:  Ordinance #2013/16 Amending and 
Supplementing Chapter 2.80 Shade Tree Commission.” 
 
 Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public.   
 
 Jeanne Flegler, 5 Institute Street asked for an explanation of the ordinance. 
 
 Councilman Griffiths explained the homeowner now has the option of planting their own 
trees, following the guidelines of the Shade Tree Commission. 
 
 Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
 RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2013/16 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 2.80 SHADE TREE COMMISSION”, be, and same is hereby adopted on second 
reading. 
 
 Councilman Schnurr commended Councilman Griffiths and the Shade Tree Commission 
for the hard work they put into amending this ordinance.   
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Second Reading and Public Hearing:  Ordinance # 2013/17 Authorizing a Special 
Appropriation, Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53, in the Amount of $300,000, for the 
Preparation and Execution of a Complete Revaluation of Real Property in the Borough of 
Freehold, County of Monmouth, New Jersey.” 
 
 Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public. 
 
 There was no comment from the public.   
 
 Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Shutzer: 



 
 RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer voted 
its adoption; opposed none; Councilman Sims abstained; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2013/17 AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL APPROPRIATION, 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53, IN THE AMOUNT OF $300,000, FOR THE 
PREPARATION AND EXECUTION OF A COMPLETE REVALUATION OF REAL 
PROPERTY IN THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW 
JERSEY”, be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer voted 
its adoption; opposed none; Councilman Sims abstained; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Introduction of and Authorization to Publish Ordinance No. 2013/15 To Regulate 
and Enforce Towing, Road Service and Storage of Private Vehicles in the Borough of 
Freehold.” 
 
 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Sims: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled, “ORDINANCE NO. 2013/15 TO REGULATE AND ENFORCE TOWING, 
ROAD SERVICE AND STORAGE OF PRIVATE VEHICLES IN THE BOROUGH OF 
FREEHOLD” be, and same is hereby approved on first reading; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and same shall be further considered for final passage 
after public hearing at a meeting held on November 18, 2013 and that during the week of said 
meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members of the 
general public who require same. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Introduction of and Authorization to Publish Ordinance No. 2013/18 Establishing 
a Restricted Parking Zone in Front of a Residence.” 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled, “ORDINANCE NO. 2013/18 ESTABLISHING A RESTRICTED 
PARKING ZONE IN FRONT OF A RESIDENCE,” be, and same is hereby approved on first 
reading; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and same shall be further considered for final passage 
after public hearing at a meeting held on November 18, 2013 and that during the week of said 



meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members of the 
general public who require same. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Introduction of and Authorization to Publish Ordinance No. 2013/19 Amending 
and Supplementing Chapter 18.73 Minimum Required Off-Street Parking Spaces.” 
 
 Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Sims: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled, “ORDINANCE NO. 2013/19 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 18.73 MINIMUM REQUIRED OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES,” be, and same 
is hereby approved on first reading; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and same shall be further considered for final passage 
after public hearing at a meeting held on November 18, 2013 and that during the week of said 
meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members of the 
general public who require same. 
 
 Councilman Schnurr explained this was originally a Planning Board idea that got referred 
to the Land Use Committee.  It was also reviewed by the Freehold Center Partnership.  Basically 
any developer who requires a parking variance will make a contribution to the Municipal Parking 
Capital Improvement Fund in the amount of $100.00 for each parking space the project is 
deficient, for a maximum contribution of $5,000.00.  This will go to a dedicated parking fund for 
improvements to areas like the Market Yard.   
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows:  
 
 “Resolution Declaring No Support for the Monmouth County Route 537 Concept 
Plan in Freehold Borough.” 
 
 Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
 RESOLUTION DECLARING NO SUPPORT FOR THE MONMOUTH COUNTY 
 ROUTE 537 CONCEPT PLAN IN FREEHOLD BOROUGH. 
 
 Councilman Schnurr explained there are many reasons to vote against the widening of 
Route 537 between the Freehold Township border and Route 33, Park Avenue.  One reason is 
that residents there have already given up some of their land to the county and another reason is 
that the culture of the roadway in Freehold Borough differs from that in Freehold Township.  
The culture of Route 537 in Freehold Borough is more residential, whereas the culture of Route 
537 in the Township is more commercial.   
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated that she agrees completely with Councilman Schnurr and 
she also stated the area of congestion the plan is trying to relieve does not include a designated 
left turn signal and a left lane turn. She thinks that if they were to do that first, it would probably 
alleviate some of the difficulties they are talking about.   
 



 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer voted 
its adoption; opposed none; Councilman Sims abstained; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows:  
 
 “Resolution Authorizing 2013 Professional Services Projects with Cranmer 
Engineering for Borough Engineering Services.” 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2013 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROJECTS 
 WITH CRANMER ENGINEERING FOR BOROUGH ENGINEERING SERVICES. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Memorializing Business Establishment in Conformity with the 
Freehold Center Core Redevelopment Plan (FCC).  (Gola Sizzler, LLC)” 
 
 Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
 RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT IN 
 CONFORMITY WITH THE FREEHOLD CENTER CORE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 (FCC). (GOLA SIZZLER, LLC). 
 
 Councilman Schnurr explained this is a company that wants to open up an Indian 
restaurant where Ballew’s Jewelers was previously located.   
  
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Gasoline and Diesel Fuel per the New 
Jersey State Contract.” 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF GASOLINE AND DIESEL 
 FUEL PER THE NEW JERSEY STATE CONTRACT. 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto stated this contract was awarded to Rachels/Michele’s Oil 
Company from Clifton, NJ. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows:   
 
 “Resolution Authorizing Fees to be Collected for the Freehold Borough Historic 
Preservation Christmas Church Tour.” 
 



 Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FEES TO BE COLLECTED FOR THE FREEHOLD 
 BOROUGH HISTORIC PRESERVATION CHRISTMAS CHURCH TOUR. 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto explained the date will be Saturday, December 7th from 2:00 
PM to 7:00 PM, and the fee is $25.00.  Children under 12 are free.   
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 18 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Awarding a Contract for the Elks Point Memorial Park 
Improvements.” 
 
 Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Sims: 
 
 RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE ELKS POINT MEMORIAL 
 PARK IMPROVEMENTS. 
 
 Councilman Schnurr stated the contract was awarded to Streetscape, LLC of New Egypt, 
New Jersey. 
  
 Councilman Schnurr stated that a groundbreaking will be held at some point and he 
extended an invitation to the members of the governing body. 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto thanked Councilman Schnurr on his hard work and the effort he 
put into this to lead our veterans groups in the right direction.    
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 19 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Authorizing Tax Appeal Settlement Re:  Block 106, Lot 1; 521 Park 
Avenue.” 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX APPEAL SETTLEMENT RE:  BLOCK 106, 
 LOT 1; 521 PARK AVENUE. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 20 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Authorizing the Freehold Borough Tax Collector to Remove a Property 
From the Official Tax Sale List.” 
 
 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FREEHOLD BOROUGH TAX COLLECTOR 
 TO REMOVE A PROPERTY FROM THE OFFICIAL TAX SALE LIST. 



 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 21 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold, County of 
Monmouth, New Jersey Authorizing the Discharge of a Mortgage Re:  Case No. 20.” 
 
 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
 RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
 FREEHOLD, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE 
 DISCHARGE OF A MORTGAGE RE:  CASE NO. 20. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 22 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold, County of 
Monmouth, New Jersey Establishing Fees and Rates for Special Duty Assignments for 
Freehold Borough Police Officers.” 
 
 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
 RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
 FREEHOLD, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING FEES 
 AND RATES FOR SPECIAL DUTY ASSIGNMENTS FOR FREEHOLD BOROUGH 
 POLICE OFFICERS. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 23 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold, County of 
Monmouth, New Jersey, Authorizing Compensation Payment to Patrolman Edward W. 
Loksa Upon His Retirement.” 
 
 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
 RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
 FREEHOLD, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 
 COMPENSATION PAYMENT TO PATROLMAN EDWARD W. LOKSA UPON HIS 
 RETIREMENT. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 24 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Confirming Personnel Actions/Appointments: 
 a. Resignation of Sean Doris as a member of the Freehold Fire Department, 
  Engine & Hose Company No. 1, effective October 1, 2013. 



 b. Authorization for a  Ninety Day Leave of Absence for Karl Sten, School  
  Crossing Guard, Freehold Police Department, effective October 15, 2013.” 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING PERSONNEL ACTIONS/APPOINTMENTS  
 NO. 24A AND 24B. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 25 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Approving the Following Applications: 

a. Raffle License #22-13, 50/50, St. Rose of Lima Church, 12/21/13, at 9:00 PM. 
b. Raffle License #23-13, Olive Branch Lodge, No. 16 F&M, 11/26/13, 6:00 PM–
 10:00  PM.” 

 
 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
 RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATIONS NO. 25A AND 25B. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
  
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 26 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Approval of Bills” 
 
 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Sims: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills 
on the attached list in the amount of $2,931,501.99 be paid as presented. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 27 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Clerk – Late Communications.” 
 

There were none. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 28 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Public Comments”   
 
 Al Michenfelder, 30 Jackson Street, reminded everyone that tomorrow is Election Day 
and to go out and vote.  He asked for the voters to consider and vote “yes” on the minimum wage 
question that is on the ballot.   
 
 Richard Gatto, Downtown Freehold, reminded the governing body and Mr. Bellina there 
will be a meeting on Wednesday morning to try and get participants of the CVS/Court Street 
parking lot to use a centralized dumpster system. 
 



 Barbara Oliver, 71 Center Street, asked if there was something that can be done with the 
railroad tracks at the corner of Elm Street.  The tracks are uneven and it is going to end up 
damaging vehicles.  Ms. Oliver also asked what was happening with the gas station on South 
Street.   
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated they are improving the lot. 
 
 Mr. Bellina stated it will remain a gas station and they will also be building a 
deli/convenience store. 
 
 Gloria Acker, 39 Reid Way, thanked Councilwoman Shutzer for helping to address a 
situation that Ms. Acker brought to her attention in October.  The situation has since been 
resolved. 
 
 Jim McAllister, President of the Freehold First Aid Squad, updated the governing body 
on the squad.  He stated that volunteers are starting to pick up but the fund drive is down.  The 
second mailing just went out.  They are going to try to have a “run” over at Michael J. Tighe 
Park in Freehold Township to help raise money. 
 
 Jeanne Flegler, 5 Institute Street, stated that a couple of weeks ago a pedestrian was hit 
by a car on South Street.  Ms. Flegler stated that the “Yield to Pedestrian” signs need to be put up 
or to have some type of pedestrian cross light placed there.  Nobody stops for pedestrians at the 
intersection of Institute and South Street.   
 
 Chief Roberts stated that he is not able to comment on the investigation but stated that the 
recent accident was unrelated to what Ms. Flegler has mentioned. 
 
 Mr. Bellina stated that South Street/Rte. 79 is a State road and we would have to petition 
them. 
 
 Ms. Flegler stated she still has tractor trailers coming down her street and questioned how 
that can be stopped.  They are mostly going to Nestle. 
 
 Councilman Schnurr suggested reaching out to Nestle. 
 
 Chief Roberts stated that has been done.  Each time a truck enters and leaves Nestle they 
are supposed to be handed a flyer explaining the procedures on how to leave without exceeding 
the ton limit on certain streets.  New signs have been installed on Jerseyville Avenue.  He asked 
Ms. Flegler to call the police department when a truck comes down the street and give a 
description and direction the truck is going.  Chief Roberts asked Ms. Flegler to email him as 
well. 
 
 Christine Gregory, 42 West George Street, asked for a clarification on item number 11 on 
the agenda. 
 
 Councilwoman Schnurr explained we have a resident who is handicapped and he is often 
unable to get into his home because his home is located near a recreational facility where many 
cars park.  Because of this a handicapped parking space has been designated for him.   

  
 Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Schnurr: 

 
RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
 

 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer, Schnurr and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Before council comments began, Mayor Higgins asked Rich Gatto to come to the front of 
the room.  He told Mr. Gatto that the New Jersey Chapter of the American Planning Association 
recognized downtown Freehold as one of the great places in New Jersey. Mayor Higgins stated 



this was a “feather in our cap” to receive this award and he wanted to thank Mr. Gatto publicly 
and to recognize him.   
 Mr. Gatto replied that Monmouth County had approached us through Joe Barris and 
Megan Levy and they showed us the process involved.  We then provided the material. There 
were two other downtowns that were recognized this year and only one other town recognized 
last year.  The planners came and really enjoyed the tour they were given.  Mayor Higgins was 
able to provide a very interesting historical background for some of the buildings and we were 
able to show them some of the new planning tools we’ve used downtown.   
 Mr. Gatto continued and said that the planners showed an interest in returning to 
Freehold Borough and holding a seminar or a small convention.   
 Mr. Gatto said that he would be remiss if he didn’t recognize Mike Page and Rob Kash.  
Rob, from the Metropolitan Café hosted a welcoming breakfast for the planners and the people 
on the tour and Mike from The Court Jester offered a very relaxed lunch. 
 
 Mayor Higgins asked the council for their comments. 
 
 Councilman Schnurr stated that the CITGO Station is putting in approximately $850,000 
to renovate the gas station and that is quite a significant investment in this down economy.  This 
underscores some of the economic development efforts that the entire council has been involved 
in.   
 
 Councilman Schnurr referred to Question #2 on the ballot for the upcoming election and 
stated that in his opinion the minimum wage should be raised.  He also referred to Question #1 
which if passed, would allow veterans groups to hold raffles and retain the proceeds for their 
own use.  In his opinion that is a good thing, and he will vote “yes” to that.  He also intends to 
vote for Councilman Kane and Councilman Sims and wished them both luck. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated that she, Councilman Griffiths and Mayor Higgins had the 
County OEM come in and meet with our seniors to learn about what to do during a disaster.  The 
follow up was that any senior who had completed the booklet which were handed out during the 
meeting were given wonderful disaster kits worth approximately $100.00.  The kits were only 
available to those seniors who attended.  However the coordinator for the OEM is going to apply 
for another grant and if that is approved there will be another program. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered her sincere condolences to the George family.  Michael 
George was a police officer with us for many years, and his sister Sherry passed away.   
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated the Arts Council asked her to remind everyone that this 
Saturday night, November 9th, the Lysander Piano Trio will be performing at St. Peter’s Church.   
 Councilwoman Shutzer reminded everyone that not only are we voting for council people 
at tomorrow’s election but also the Board of Election is on the ballot. 
 
 Councilman Sims had no comment this evening. 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto thanked everyone for coming out tonight. 
 
 Councilman Griffiths stated that he would like to echo what Councilwoman Shutzer said 
on the storm program for the seniors and he thanked the County.  He added that he attended a 
very productive conference in Cherry Hill on New Jersey Forestry. 
 
 Council President Kane offered his condolences to the George family and thanked 
everyone for coming out. 
  
 Mayor Higgins announced that our next meeting is Monday, November 18th at 7:30 PM 
in council chambers.   
  
 Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto offered the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Sims. 
 
 MOTION TO ADJOURN. 
 



 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion adopted. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM. 
 
       
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
  

 ______________________________ 
     ANTOINETTE JONES 
     CLERK’S ASSISTANT 
 
AJ/llc 


