
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held 
on Monday, April 7, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 

 
Mayor Higgins stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had 

been provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public 
Meetings Act). 
 
 Councilman Kane opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a 
moment of silence. 
  
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT    MAYOR J. NOLAN HIGGINS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN RONALD GRIFFITHS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN KEVIN KANE 
ABSENT    COUNCILMAN GEORGE SCHNURR 
PRESENT    COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 
PRESENT     COUNCILMAN JAYE SIMS 
    
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to accept the Supplemental Minutes from 
March 3, 2014 and March 17, 2014 and Council Meeting March 17, 2014 and was seconded 
by Councilman Sims. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Kane, Griffiths, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring Rev. Dr. 
Andre McGuire on His 21st Anniversary as the Pastor of New Beginnings Agape Christian 
Center.” 
 
  Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
  
  RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
  FREEHOLD HONORING REV. DR. ANDRE MCGUIRE ON HIS 21ST   
  ANNIVERSARY AS THE PASTOR OF NEW BEGINNINGS AGAPE CHRISTIAN 
  CENTER. 
   
  Councilwoman Shutzer stated this Resolution was presented to Reverend McGuire by 
Councilman Schnurr. 
 
  On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 
 



 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Proclamation of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Designating 
April 25, 2014 as “Arbor Day” in the Borough of Freehold, New Jersey.”  
 
  Councilman Griffiths stated the Shade Tree Commission is working on several 
projects including a poster contest for Arbor Day and the commission will be receiving a lot 
of tree seedlings which will be offered to the residents once they mature.   
   
  Mayor Higgins introduced Gerry Riccardi, Area Manager, JCP&L. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated Mr. Riccardi is the person responsible for getting JCP&L to 
get the line put in down on Center Street to help address the power issues of Hudson Manor and the 
Rug Mill. 
 
 Mr. Riccardi stated the Rug Mill is a unique, old building and it does not have any back-up 
generators and when there is a major power outage we would have to wait to get the entire 
infrastructure repaired before the Rug Mill got power back.  After working with the governing 
body, they let us know how important that entire area was.  So what we did was we took another 
circuit out of the substation that covers Throckmorton Street and Rhea Street and upgraded the 
wires so it could handle the load and ran that new circuit down Spring Street.  This enables us to get 
the power back on in the Rug Mill much quicker. 
 
 Mayor Higgins thanked Mr. Riccardi for all of his help in getting this line put in.   
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
“Second Reading and Public Hearing:  Ordinance No. 2014/3 To Exceed the 

Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-
45.14).” 
 

Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public. 
 
There were no comments. 
 

 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Griffiths: 
 
 RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
 

On roll call Council Members, DiBenedetto, Kane, Griffiths, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman Sims: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2014/3 TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 



APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 
and same is hereby approved on second reading. 

 
On roll call Council Members, DiBenedetto, Kane, Griffiths, Shutzer and Sims voted 

its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Endorsing the Submission of a Recycling Tonnage Grant 

Application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.” 
 

 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Shutzer: 
  
  RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE SUBMISSION OF A RECYCLING TONNAGE 
  GRANT APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF   
  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. 
 
  Councilman Sims stated we are required yearly by the NJDEP to submit this report. 
   
  On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Certifying a Submission of Expenditures for Recycling Taxes Paid in 

2013.” 
 

 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman DiBenedetto: 
  
  RESOLUTION CERTIFYING A SUBMISSION OF EXPENDITURES FOR  
  RECYCLING TAXES PAID IN 2013. 
   
  On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Authorizing an Interlocal Services Agreement with Borough of 

Englishtown Re:  Certified Public Works Manager and Certified Recycling 
Coordinator.” 

 
 Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
  



  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
  WITH BOROUGH OF ENGLISHTOWN RE:  CERTIFIED PUBLIC WORKS  
  MANAGER AND CERTIFIED RECYCLING COORDINATOR. 
   
  Councilman DiBenedetto stated this is about our eighth Interlocal shared service 
agreement with a neighboring town and this will not take away from this individuals hours or 
duties that he is required to do for the Borough. 
 
  Councilwoman Shutzer stated this is one more example of our doing what we’ve been 
encouraged to do by the State, which is to share services. 
 
  On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold, County of 

Monmouth, New Jersey Authorizing a Preliminary Developers Agreement Re:  Freehold 
Restaurant, LLC (Houlihan’s) Block 24, Lots 13-17.” 

 
 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman DiBenedetto: 
  
  RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
  FREEHOLD, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING A  
  PRELIMINARY DEVELOPERS AGREEMENT RE:  FREEHOLD RESTAURANT, 
  LLC (HOULIHAN’S) BLOCK 24, LOTS 13-17. 
   
  Councilman Sims stated this is a preliminary agreement for sewer line improvements 
pending the approval from the planning board. 
 
  On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Approving the Mayor’s Nomination and Appointments to the 

Innovation Committee: 
a. Joseph Deroba 
b. Ronald DeMarco 
c. Michele Gibson 
d. Joseph McArdle 
e. Annette Jordan” 
 

 Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman DiBenedetto: 
  



  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MAYOR’S NOMINATION AND   
  APPOINTMENTS TO THE INNOVATION COMMITTEE. 
   
  On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Confirming Personnel Appointments/Actions: 

 a. Appointment of Richard McGraw as a Police Officer, Freehold Borough 
 Police  Department, effective April 14, 2014, or upon completion of pre-
 employment testing. 

 b. Resignation of Jeffrey Surgent as a Member of the Freehold Recreation 
 Commission,  effective April 7, 2014. 

 c. Resolution Granting Three Month Leave of Absence to Elaine J. 
 Patterson, School Crossing Guard, effective March 19, 2014. 

 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 
 
 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS/ACTIONS NO.  
 13A – 13C. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated she was sorry to see Jeff Surgent resign from the 
Recreation Commission due to his job.  He served long and hard and very effectively on that 
committee for quite a while. 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto stated as the liaison to the Recreation Commission, he 
thanked Jeff Surgent for his contribution to the town.  The Borough wide yard sale which has 
been a great success was his idea. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins 
declared the motion adopted. 
 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Approving the Following Applications: 

 a. Raffle License #16-14, St. Rose of Lima School, 5/16/14, 6:00 PM – 12:00 
 AM, On-premise draw raffle. 

 b.   Raffle License #17-14, St. Rose of Lima School, 5/16/14, 6:00 PM – 12:00 
 AM, 50/50. 

 c. Raffle License #18-14, St. Rose of Lima School, 5/16/14, 6:00 PM – 12:00 
 AM, Grand Prize Raffle. 

 d. Raffle License, #19-14, PBA Local 314, Monmouth County Sheriff’s 
 Officer’s Civic Association, 6/25/14, 12:30 PM, Off-premise Raffle. 

 e. Precious Metal License, Buy N Sell City, 14 West Main Street 
 (Conditional approval, expiring on June 30, 2014). 



 f. Sidewalk Café License, Court Jester, 16 East Main Street. 
 g. Sidewalk Café License, Olive Greek Restaurant, 13 West Main Street.  
 h. Sidewalk Café License, Café 360, 34 East Main Street. 
 i. Canning, “Fill the Boot”, Good Will Hook & Ladder, 4/18/14, 5:00 PM – 

 8:00 PM and 4/19/14, 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM. 
 j. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Juan Gonzalez, Freehold. 
 k. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Bernabe Pantoja, Freehold. 
 l. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Jorge Rodriguez, Jackson. 
 m. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Angel Cruz, Freehold. 
 n. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Vicenta Pantoja, Freehold. 
 o. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Evelio Morales, Freehold. 
 p. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Rohan Reid, Freehold.”  

    
  Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 
 
 RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATIONS 14A THROUGH 14P. 
  
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption; opposed none; Councilman Sims abstained on Item No. 14I; Councilman 
Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Approval of Bills.” 
 
 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on 
the attached list in the amount of $1,701,817.13 be paid as presented. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.   Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Clerk – Late Communications.” 
 
 There were none. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “2014 Capital Budget Review.” 
 
 Mr. Bellina stated we funded the design for the Jackson Terrace and McElwaine Drive 
project last year.  In 2013 we got word from the County that they’ve been making some 



improvements to the intersection of Jackson Terrace and East Main Street but since nothing has 
been done we are going to forge ahead this. 
 On Marcy Street you will see there is nothing there.  We funded a brief design and 
submitted a grant application to NJDOT and they still have no idea when or if they will be granting 
any State aid to local governments this year.  There are deplorable road conditions throughout the 
State and the money may be going towards that.   
 On Avenue A and Avenue C we funded the design last year and we gave the engineers the 
go ahead three weeks ago and hopefully this will be out to bid during the summer months and the 
work being done in the fall. 
 The NJDOT grant application for Murray Street is for design only.  This road is the worst 
road that intersects with a State road in the town.  This is the one that we should target if we get a 
positive word on Marcy Street.  If we don’t get anything on Marcy Street we should resubmit for 
what we did last year. 
 The Park Avenue School Parking Lot is not being paid for by the Borough.  Mr. Bellina met 
with the superintendent and business administrator a couple weeks ago and if you’re facing Park 
Avenue School, all the way in the back, the dumpsters and that driveway out to Park Avenue is the 
area in question.  We talked about this in one of our projects that we bid on this year and we put 
that work in it.  They will pay for the engineering directly to the engineers and we will incorporate 
the design in our bid specs and then they will pay us for the work that is done. 
 Mr. Bellina stated there may be some funds for Safe Routes to Transit.  In our bicycle and 
pedestrian plan that was prepared about two or three years ago they talked about putting a sidewalk 
along Park Avenue.  It was talked about at the Land Use Committee meeting earlier this year.  This 
is a potential project. 
 Mr. Bellina stated we have talked numerous times about emergency generators.  We had the 
engineer do a study to determine what is needed.  Those that are needed in order of importance are 
for the firehouse and the water plant.  These are both 50 years or older and are in dire need of 
replacement.  We received a grant for approximately $100,000.00 for the firehouse generator.  We 
are also replacing a 2001 dump truck.  The Brine Pre-Treat System, which is the wetting solution 
that goes down before a storm will be installed on two dump trucks.  The large expense is the tank 
and the dispensing unit.  Monmouth County has just installed a system and they will allow us to 
buy the solution from them at 12 cents a gallon.  This helps treat the first 1-2 inches of snow and 
that prevents us from having to put rock salt down at $50.00 a ton.  It is too soon to talk about the 
E-Ticketing System.  The Light Tower will be a large unit and an ideal spot for it would be at the 
corner of Center Street and Jackson Terrace.  This tower will be very useful when we have 
prolonged power outages. 
 Mr. Bellina stated regarding the Manalapan Avenue and Broad Street sewer improvements 
that will only come to pass if there is a reason to implement the agreement that you received. 
  
 Councilman Sims asked regarding the light tower, the County OEM has an emergency 
working group that meet with all the towns.  Is there any way of having our OEM go back to them 
to see if there is grant funding available for the tower. 
 
 Mr. Bellina asked Councilman Sims to give him the contact information. 
 
  Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public. 
 
 Mr. Paul Vandeveer, 30 Jackson Street, stated he is a resident of the Rug Mill Towers.  He 
has some concerns with the new management that has taken over.  He feels they are overbearing 



regarding the collection of rent and they also want to breakdown and take away the community 
room.   
 
 Ms. Bertha Bowls, 30 Jackson Street, stated she would like to know the names of the 
owners of the Rug Mill. 
 
 Mr. Bellina stated Ms. Bowls should leave her name and address with the clerk and she will 
provide the information to her. 
 
 Mayor Higgins stated Councilwoman Shutzer has been working for the governing body to 
try and address some of your concerns at the Rug Mill.  He is not sure what they can do because it 
is a privately managed building.   
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer asked if the tenant group met with the new management yet.    
 
 Ms. Bowls stated that presently they are under reorganization of the officers and they 
haven’t met yet. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated she is not an investor in the Rug Mill and she encouraged the 
residents not to believe everything you hear.  She has worked very hard on the issues of safety and 
their well being regarding no lighting during the electrical outages and any infestations that they 
may have had.   She sought the help of Assemblywoman Casagrande and asked her to sponsor 
some kind of legislation that would require emergency lighting in the buildings.  As far as the 
community room, unless it is stated in your lease that there will be a community room, equipped 
with a television and sofa, there really is nothing that we can do.  When she spoke with the 
attorney, she said that this is a privately owned building and we cannot force them to do anything.  
The business administrator and I have a meeting scheduled with the management company at the 
Rug Mill.  Councilwoman Shutzer made a list of what was said and she doesn’t want to give any 
false hope because we do not hold any power over a private business. 
 
 Mayor Higgins stated if there are public safety issues or code issues, these things can be 
handled by the police department or the code enforcement office.   
 
 Mr. Rich Camero, 30 Jackson Street, asked what falls under “Quality of Life” issues.  These 
are elderly residents who are in wheelchairs or using walkers and the community room was their 
only recreation area.  On New Year’s Eve and Christmas Eve, whoever was in the building would 
come down to the community room usually with a cake or cheese and crackers, etc. and watch 
Midnight Mass from Rome.   On New Year’s Eve, whoever was alone with no place to go would 
come downstairs and watch the ball drop.    All of the furniture was donated and the community 
room brings everyone together.  To him this is quality of life issue.  The management company 
won’t listen to us.  All the residents are asking is for the governing body to advocate for them. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated that you have never had a more vocal advocate then you have 
in her and she will absolutely advocate for them.  She has heard everything that was said and she’s 
taken notes and she will bring all of this up. 
 
 Mr. Camero stated the television has already been removed.  They want to make a 
community room near the lobby with a lock and key only open from 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. 
 



 Ms. Bowls stated the Borough helped to acquire money from the New Jersey Mortgage 
Housing and Financing Agency for the Rug Mill Towers, which has tax deferred status.   
 
 Ms. Higgins, Esq., stated that Councilwoman Shutzer has indicated that she will be meeting 
with the management company and advocating your requests.  We cannot dictate to them what they 
can and cannot do in regards to the community room.  She doesn’t know what your leases say, she 
doesn’t know if the lease gives them the opportunity to use the community room.  The Rug Mill is a 
federal tax credit entity which means when it was formed the investors got tax credits from the 
federal government and that’s how they funded the project.  It is a little different then the 
NJHMFA, they did have a pilot program for the taxes but that’s because they are an affordable 
housing entity.  This is really a tenant issue and you are going to need to organize your residents 
and address as a group. 
 
 Ms. Bowls stated a few years ago it was said the Rug Mill was given a grant for 
improvements.  How can we find out what was in the grant and if the improvements were done. 
 
 Ms. Higgins, Esq., stated she doesn’t know who would have given them a grant.  
 
 Mr. Paul Vandeveer, 30 Jackson Street, stated they also shut down the garbage shoots. 
 
 Ms. Higgins, Esq., replied these are valid concerns and Councilwoman Shutzer will address 
them when she meets with the management company. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated the residents need to get their tenant groups organized and 
meet with the new management company.   
 
 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Kane: 
  
 RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins called upon the members of the council for their comments. 
 
  Councilwoman Shutzer stated the President and long time member of the Freehold First 
Aid Squad is with us this evening.  They will accept contributions at anytime.  To the folks at the 
Rug Mill and all the other residents in attendance this evening, the first aid squad does not do 
fundraising over the phone.  If you get a letter from the first aid squad on their letterhead, then that 
is legitimate, but do not do any fundraising over phone.  They also do not knock on doors and they 
only communicate through the mail.   
 Councilwoman Shutzer stated she will be meeting with some of the senior facilities in town 
along with the first aid squad.   The very popular program that the County co-sponsored with us 
called “The Storm” which was to keep seniors ready for disasters ran out of grant money and they 
had to reapply.  This is the program that handed out disaster kits.  She has asked for the program to 
come back to town but they are trying to get to the shore areas of Monmouth County first and since 
Freehold Borough already had it we were placed pretty far down on the list. 



 Councilwoman Shutzer stated that April is Alcohol Awareness Month and the purpose of 
this is to increase public awareness and understanding, reduce any stigma and encourage local 
communities to focus on alcoholism and alcohol related issues.  It is an increasingly great public 
health issue with underage drinking.   The Municipal Alliance main fundraising event is their 
annual golf outing at Cream Ridge Golf Club on July 1, 2014.   
 
 Councilman Sims had no comment this evening. 
 
 Councilman Kane thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and voicing their concerns.  
He expressed to the residents of Rug Mill Towers that during the storms we didn’t particularly like 
the answers we were getting from the Rug Mill which is why we are in contact with Gerry Riccardi 
from JCP&L.   When Councilwoman Shutzer tells you that she will advocate for you, she will.  We 
are elected by the residents in town and he expressed to them that they did not waste their time 
coming to the meeting. 
 
 Councilman Griffiths stated as liaison to Code Enforcement, what the mayor said to you at 
one point was if the issues are code or public safety issues, we are the place to come.  When it isn’t 
a quality of life issue we cannot enforce anything but we can make suggestions, which we will.  But 
if you have qualify of life issues like infestations or problems with garbage those are issues that 
code enforcement can look into so don’t hesitate to call the Quality of Life Hotline and the phone 
number is 732-462-5812. 
 Councilman Griffiths stated Arbor Day is coming up and he thanked the Shade Tree 
Commission for their work in getting the three elementary schools in the Borough involved in the 
poster contest for 5th graders.  Next Monday, April 14, 2014 at 5:30 PM will be the first meeting of 
the Freehold Borough Innovation Committee and the scope of their interest is the improvement of 
the Borough website. 
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto stated that he has been able to get to know a few of the residents 
from the Rug Mill at his business on South Street and we will do anything within our power to try 
and help everyone out.   
 Councilman DiBenedetto stated the Easter Egg Hunt will be on Saturday, April 12, 2014 at 
10:00 AM at Park Avenue School.  He also thanked Jeff Surgent for his dedication for volunteering 
on the Recreation Commission.  We are looking forward to the Downtown Events.  The flowers 
will be planted on Saturday, May 17th and asked if anyone would like to come out and help plant 
flowers to get in contact with the FCP. 
 
 Mayor Higgins thanked the residents from the Rug Mill for coming to the meeting and your 
comments are in the record and we are aware of the issues and you have our attention and we will 
be responsive to your concerns and Councilwoman Shutzer will be a strong advocate for you.   
 Mayor Higgins stated that downtown Freehold is ready for the nice weather.  The tables are 
out and hopefully within the next week or so everyone will be bustling on the street and we 
encourage you to come out and visit our restaurants and stores.  Memorial Day is coming up and 
the 3rd Annual Spring Clean-up will be held Saturday, May 17th.  We have dumpsters at Park 
Avenue School, at the Learning Center and at the public works yard.  We will also have a shredder 
that will be at the Borough Hall parking lot on May 17th from 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.     
 Mayor Higgins stated the fitness campaign will be getting started again in April.  We have 
bicycle rides, events at the pond and walks downtown planned.  Olde Freehold Day will be in June 
this year.   



 Mayor Higgins stated if you have concerns regarding public safety to please contact Police 
Chief Roberts.  Our next meeting will be held on April 21, 2014 at 7:00 PM. 
 
 Mayor Higgins stated we received a letter to Mr. Bellina from Vincent Halleran, an attorney 
across the street referencing Angel Colon, an employee of the Public Works Department.  The letter 
stated the following: 
 
 “I wish to bring the above individual to your attention.  Several months ago I had the 
occasion to meet Angel while he was working on West Main Street.  At the same time, my attention 
was drawn to what appeared to be a diligent hard working employee.   I had the occasion to engage 
him in a brief conversation and his comments indicated to me that he was proud of the Borough and 
interested in doing a good job.  In summary, I congratulate the Borough for having such a dedicated 
employee, he is truly a credit to the community.  Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Higgins recognized not only Angel but everyone in the public works department, as 
well as, the police department, fire department and first aid department. 
 
 Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn. 
  
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Griffiths. 
  
 MOTION TO ADJOURN. 
 
 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman Schnurr absent.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 PM. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

______________________________ 
      TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC 
      BOROUGH CLERK 
TLD:aj 
 


