
The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday, 

April 4, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 

 

Mayor Higgins stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had 

been provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public 

Meetings Act). 

 

 Councilman Sims opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag followed by a moment 

of silence. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT    MAYOR J. NOLAN HIGGINS 

ABSENT    COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DI BENEDETTO 

PRESENT    COUNCILMAN RONALD GRIFFITHS 

PRESENT    COUNCILMAN KEVIN KANE 

PRESENT    COUNCILMAN GEORGE SCHNURR 

PRESENT    COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 

PRESENT     COUNCILMAN JAYE SIMS 

  

 Mayor Higgins welcomed Mr. Ed Washburne, Esq. who is filling in for Borough 

Attorney Kerry Higgins. 

 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting March 21, 2016.”  

 

Councilman Sims offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer. 

 

 On roll call Council Members Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its adoption; 

abstain Griffiths, opposed none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent.  Mayor Higgins declared the 

motion adopted. 

  

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

“Second Reading and Public Hearing:  Ordinance #2016/2 Of the Borough of 

Freehold, County of Monmouth, New Jersey, To Exceed The Municipal Budget 

Appropriation Limits and To Establish A Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14).   
 

Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 



 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Griffiths: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 

Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2016/2 OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD, COUNTY 

OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY, TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.14)” be, 

and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

Mayor Higgins read Item No 6 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

“Second Reading and Public Hearing:  Ordinance #2016/3 of the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Freehold, County of Monmouth, New Jersey Amending and Supplementing 

Chapter 10 (Vehicles and Traffic), Section 10.08.040 (Traffic Regulations – Stop Intersections), 

and Amending Chapter 10.44 Schedule IX (Stop Intersections) of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Freehold Re:  East George Street and Stokes Street.” 
 

Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 

 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 

Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2016/3 OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 



BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY AMENDING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 10 (VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC), SECTION 10.08.040 

(TRAFFIC REGULATIONS – STOP INTERSECTIONS), AND AMENDING CHAPTER 

10.44 SCHEDULE IX (STOP INTERSECTIONS) OF THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD RE:  EAST GEORGE STREET AND 

STOKES STREET.” be, and the same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Resolution Accepting the Assessment Roll of the Special Improvement District of the 

Borough of Freehold.” 

 

 Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer: 

 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE ASSESSMENT ROLL OF THE SPECIAL 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD. 

 

Councilman Schnurr reported the last time a meeting was held with Freehold Center 

Partnership was on January 21st.  A map was provided to them at that time and they were asked for 

recommendations regarding the boundaries.  They were informed this was a subject of a lawsuit in 

prior years.  The Partnership was instructed to inform Mayor and Council of their recommendations, 

even if no changes are suggested. To date the Borough has not heard anything back from the 

Partnership.  Mr. Bellina, Borough Administrator will be reaching out to them in writing. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

“Resolution Accepting and Introducing the Budget of the Special Improvement District 

of the Borough of Freehold and Setting the Date for the Budget’s Public Hearing and Adoption.” 

 

 Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer: 

  

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND INTRODUCING THE BUDGET OF THE 

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD AND 

SETTING THE DATE FOR THE BUDGET’S PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION. 

 



Councilman Schnurr reported this is setting a date for the actual SID Budget and there 

will be a discussion about the Budget.  There is $135,000 in salaries which represents 

55% of the SID taxes collected from the downtown business.  It also represents three 

times the amount spent on concerts.  Councilman Schnurr stated he will have more on 

this subject. 

     

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

  

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

“Resolution Authorizing Payment of Length of Service Award Program Benefits 

(Freehold First Aid).” 

  

 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Griffiths: 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD 

PROGRAMS  BENEFITS (FREEHOLD FIRST AID). 

  

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

“Resolution Authorizing An Agreement With Nestle USA for the Temporary 

Transfer of Water Diversion Rights.” 

 

Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman Griffiths: 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH NESTLE USA FOR THE 

TEMPORARY TRANSFER OF WATER DIVERSION RIGHTS. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Resolution Confirming Personnel Appointments/Actions: 

a.  Appointment of Catherine M. Ruddy, as a Substitute School Crossing Guard, 

effective April 4, 2016, pending successful completion of pre-employment testing. 



b. Appointment of Lawrence Silvestri, as a Substitute School Crossing Guard, 

effective April 4, 2016, pending successful completion of pre-employment testing. 

c. Appointment of Barry Warren, as a Substitute School Crossing Guard, effective 

April 4, 2016, pending successful completion of pre-employment testing. 

d. Appointment of Andrew Sanchez as a member of the Fire Department’s Junior 

Firefighter Program, effective April 4, 2016. 

e.  Resignation of Sheryl Mott as a member of the Freehold Recreation 

Commission, effective March 24, 2016.” 

 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Sims: 

 

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS/ACTIONS 11A – 

11E. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane,, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Resolution Approving the Following Applications: 

a. Canning License, Freehold Borough Youth Government, Sunday, 4/10/16, 11AM – 3 

PM, Main and South Streets. 

b. Sidewalk Café License, A Little Bit of Cuba Dos, 2 East Main Street. 

c. Sidewalk Café License, Aaruzu Modern Indian Bistro, 30 East Main Street. 

d. Sidewalk Café License, Market Yard Grill – American Hotel, 18-20 East Main Street. 

e. Sidewalk Café License, Café 360, 34 East Main Street.  

f. Sidewalk Café License, Olive Restaurant, 13 West Main Street. 

g. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Bernabe Pantajo, Freehold. 

h. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Mohinder Braich, Freehold. 

i. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Lance Rhoads, Freehold. 

j. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Efren Morales, Freehold.” 

 

Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Griffiths: 

 

 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS 12A – 12J. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer voted its adoption; 

opposed none; abstain Councilman Sims (Item A); Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor 

Higgins declared the motion adopted. 

 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 

  

“Approval of Bills.” 



 

 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Griffiths: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on the 

attached list in the amount of $1,587,805.55 be paid as presented. 

 

On roll call, Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer voted its adoption; 

opposed none; abstain Councilman Sims; Councilman DiBenedetto absent. Mayor Higgins 

declared the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Clerk – Late Communications.” 

 

 There were none. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Public Comments.” 

 

 Mr. James McAllister, Freehold First Aid President, residing on South Street thanked everyone 

for their recent support of the squad’s Easter Flower Sale and Pancake Breakfast.  The squad is trying 

to have at least two bikers participate in the Bike Ride with the Mayor.  Freehold First Aid will 

participate in the Sheriff’s Office Expo with first responders, Secret Service and Homeland Security 

on August 6th and 7th.  The squad’s Annual Fund Drive will begin in June. 

 

 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer : 

  

 RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

 

On roll call Council Members, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent.  Mayor Higgins 

declared the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Council Comments.” 

 

Councilman Schnurr reported the Library is continuing homework help once a week.  

Councilman Schnurr congratulated Joseph Bellina, Borough Administrator on securing a $300,000 

grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation.  Mr. Bellina was thanked for his hard work. 

 

Councilwoman Shutzer announced Senator Jennifer Beck is presenting “Fighting the Heroin 

Epidemic in Monmouth County” at Freehold Township High School on Wednesday at 7:00 PM.  Also 



in attendance will be the acting Monmouth County Prosecutor and Freehold Regional High School 

District Superintendant Mr. Charles Sampson.  Councilwoman Shutzer has flyers and information has 

gone out in an email blast. 

Councilwoman Shutzer has flyers for the Alliance Against Drug Abuse’s upcoming Golf 

Outing.  The proceeds help the Alliance with a lot of valuable programs.  Councilwoman Shutzer 

reported on April 12th a group of parents, council members, administrators, etc. will travel to Trenton 

for a hearing on getting more funding for the schools.  Freehold Borough schools are grossly 

underfunded.   

Councilwoman Shutzer announced the first Bike Ride with the Mayor of 2016. This will be on 

Sunday, April 10th  (Rain Date April 17th) at 1:00 PM, starting at Freehold Learning Center parking 

lot.  Joining the Mayor is group of students and families from Freehold Learning Center.    All are 

welcome as they travel the Henry Hudson Trail. 

 

 Councilman Kane thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  Councilman Kane stated he 

hated to see the resignation of Sheryl Mott from the Recreation Commission.  She has been on the 

commission for over 20 years and has worked on almost every committee in Freehold.   She was 

wished well and thanked for all of her years of service on the Recreation Commission. 

Councilman Kane announced on Sunday, May 14th  from 12 – 6 PM will be the Second Annual 

Central Jersey Irish Festival at Lake Topanemus.   

 

Councilman Griffiths reported the Shade Tree Commission is working with the schools on a 

poster contest in celebration of Arbor Day.  Thanks to the downtown merchants, there are prizes for 

the winners.  Councilman Griffiths announced the Human Relations Committee is planning a 

ceremony to commemorate the 15th Anniversary of 9-11.  They are also working on a volunteer day 

again.   

 

Council President Sims had nothing to report. 

 

Mayor Higgins announced there will be a rededication of Gere Park, the park behind the bus 

station, on May 7th.  Gere Park was dedicated to the first Freehold person killed in WWI.  Borough 

Historian Kevin Coyne will be speaking and the American Legion will be attending as well.    Mayor 

Higgins announced Borough Clean Up Day will be held on May 21st.  Dumpsters will be at the schools 

and a paper shredder will be at Borough Hall.  This has become a popular day and gives people a 

chance to clean out before the Memorial Day Weekend. 

Mayor Higgins reported the McGackin Awards will be presented on May 20th.  Plans are 

already being made for the 4th of July with the reading of the Declaration of Independence and 

Fireworks display.  Mayor Higgins announced downtown is getting busier; the season is moving ahead 

with a lot of activities coming up.  He encouraged everyone to come out, meet their neighbors and 

enjoy the town. 

 

Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn. 

  

  Councilman Sims offered the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Griffiths. 

  



 On roll call Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its adoption; 

opposed none; abstain none; Councilman DiBenedetto absent.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion 

adopted. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 PM. 

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 

______________________________ 

      TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC 

      BOROUGH CLERK 

TLD:lc 

 


