
The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday, 
September 19, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 

 
Mayor Higgins stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had 

been provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public 
Meetings Act). 
 
 Councilman Schnurr opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag followed by a 
moment of silence. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT    MAYOR J. NOLAN HIGGINS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DI BENEDETTO 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN RONALD GRIFFITHS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN KEVIN KANE 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN GEORGE SCHNURR 
PRESENT    COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN JAYE SIMS 
  
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
“Approval of Minutes:  Council Meeting September 6, 2016.” 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer. 
 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Shutzer and Sims voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain Schnurr; absent none. Mayor Higgins declared the motion 
adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
“Proclamation of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Declaring the 

Week of September 11-17, 2016 National Assisted Living Week.” 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer reported the Mayor presented this proclamation to Brookside 

Assisted Living Facility.  The senior citizens are always honored during the month of September 
and specifically Assisted Living during the particular week.  Councilwoman Shutzer thanked the 
Mayor for presenting. 
 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

“Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring the 
Freehold Kruisers.” 

 



Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Kane: 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FREEHOLD HONORING THE FREEHOLD KRUISERS. 
  
On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Higgins declared the motion 
adopted. 

 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Resolution Confirming Personnel Appointments/Actions: 

a.   Appointment of Michael Johansen as a Laborer, Water & Sewer Department, 
effective September 19, 2016. 

b. Appointment of William Gorman, Maintenance/Repairer, Streets and Roads 
Department, effective January 1, 2016. 

c. Appointment of Jonathan Czeto as Groundskeeper, Streets and Roads 
Department, effective January 1, 2016. 

d. Appointment of Evelyn Soto as Library Page, effective September 19, 2016.” 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
RESOLUTION CONFIRMING PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS/ACTIONS 7A-7D. 
 
On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Higgins declared the motion 
adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

 “Resolution Approving the Following Applications: 
a. St. Rose of Lima Church, (Lord of Miracles Procession) starting at Randolph St. 

to Lincoln Place to Cottage Place to Hull Ave. to Kiawah Ave. ending on 
McLean St., 10/29/16, 4:00 -7:00 PM.  c/o Fr. Jim Conover. 

 b. Canning, Freehold Pop Warner Cheerleaders, 10/22/16 from 9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM at the intersection of Main Street and South Street. 

c.   Block Party, Broad Street between Yard Ave and Manalapan Ave., 9/24/16 from 
12:30 PM – 7:00 PM.  c/o Leroy Smith. 

d. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Juan Carlos Oropeza, Jackson.” 
 

Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths: 
  

RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATIONS 8A – 8D. 



On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Higgins declared the motion 
adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Approval of Bills.” 
 

 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on the 
attached list in the amount of $502,346.31 be paid as presented. 

 
On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Higgins declared the motion 
adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
 “Clerk – Late Communications.” 
 
 There were none. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Public Comments.” 
 
 Mr. Neal Herstik, 71 Topanemus Lane, Freehold Township reported he has a concern 
regarding Lake Topanemus and how to preserve it for future generations.  He stated many studies have 
been done which state the pond is dying.  He reported in the past the pond was treated chemically, but 
that hasn’t happened for many years. Mr. Herstik reported Hatch McDonald treated the lake with 
funds provided by Freehold Borough, Freehold Township and Lake Topanemus Commission.  This 
was done for several years and it successfully cleared the algae from the water.  Mr. Herstik stated this 
August the pond became green again.  He was informed by Peter Valesi, Freehold Township 
Administrator, the Commission had stopped treating the water two or three years ago because the 
fisherman complained it was harder to fish and the chemicals hurt the fish.  Mr. Herstik stated the 
chemicals are state approved.    
 
 Mr. Herstik stated the Lake Topanemus Commission is comprised of regular people who have 
no particular knowledge on lake maintenance.  He feels an environmental engineer is needed to give 
the information to the commission who can then make an informed decision.  Without giving them the 
professional support and tools needed to make an informed decision, it does everyone a disservice.  
Commissioner Kane has done a brilliant job turning the park around.  Mr. Herstik asked Mayor and 
Council to help the commission by utilizing county and municipal engineers and review the available 



data.  Mr. Herstik’s goal is to get the treatment started again in 2017 and have it continued.  The cost 
of the treatment is $25,000 per year, which would be shared between municipalities.   
 
 Mr. Herstik stated the practice of putting Christmas trees into the lake to create an artificial reef 
for the fish is not a good idea.  Trees are organic and the goal is to remove organic matter from the 
water.  The trees are loaded with chemicals that contribute to the algae growth.  He reported the lake is 
too shallow for this.  Mr. Herstik offered to personally show anyone all the issues he has spoken about, 
including the beauty of the lake.  He stressed that everyone needs to work together to support the 
commission which will benefit the area long after we are all gone.    He added Freehold is the county 
seat and should not have a swamp. 
 
 Borough Administrator Joseph Bellina added when asked, Freehold Borough has always 
contributed their share for the expense of the treatment.  Council has always felt obligated to support 
the efforts to preserve the lake. 
 
 Mr. Herstik stated once the garbage was removed the natural growth took over, which strangles 
the lake and inhibits the fish from coming back.   
 
 Councilman Kane, liaison on the Lake Topanemus Commission, reported there have been 
discussions at numerous meetings following the complaints of the fishermen.  The Commission 
wanted to put science behind their decision.  The Commission wanted to secure an outside source to 
perform tests see if the chemicals used by Hatch McDonald were doing what they were supposed to.  
The treatment was stopped so the testing could be done.  Councilman Kane reported Hatch McDonald 
recommended using the Christmas Trees to help the fish have places for breeding.  Councilman Kane 
stated the major source of chemical run-off is from the field on Robertsville Road.  The field was 
previously farmland and has many chemicals in it.  If the field was left to grow, it would keep a 
majority of the run-off from coming into the pond.  The Township cuts the field in response to 
complaints from Robertsville Road residents. 
 
 Mr. Herstik stated that studies show the chemicals don’t affect the turtles or the fish.  The 
change of habitat kills the fish, which depletes the oxygen and the algae grows.  Reports dating back to 
1979, show there are two ways to treat the problem; dredge the lake or treat it chemically.  Dredging 
the lake has a very high cost. Mr. Herstik thanked Mayor and Council for their time. 
 
 Ms. Ann White, 48 Bond Street stated her street has only been repaired once in 50 years.  All 
the streets in her area; Bond Street and Liberty Street are not in good shape.  She stated Center Street 
has been dug up and patched.  She asked if Jackson Terrace will be dug up as well. 
 
 Borough Administrator, Joseph Bellina stated Center Street was milled and resurfaced, not 
patched.  This process will increase the life of the road by 10 years.  Mr. Bellina stated the plan to 
improve the intersection of Jackson Terrace and East Main Street does not show a disruption to 
Jackson Terrace.  Mr. Bellina said roads are reviewed at this time of year for next year’s capital budget 
and thanked her for bringing her concerns to his attention.  
 



 Ms. Christine Gregory, West George Street, thanked the Streets and Roads Department and 
Monmouth County employees for their help with the 9/11 Memorial Service and Senior Appreciation 
Day.  She stated Mr. DeJesus and his crew are the best. 
 
 Ms. Zoe Frantzeskakis, Morganville.  Ms. Frantzeskakis, a senior at Freehold High School 
reported she is heading a committee who is planning a dedication for a classmate that passed away in 
2015.  She reported it is a beautification project at Veterans Memorial Park.  Ms. Frantzeskakis stated 
after speaking with Mr. Bellina, the plan is to plant a tree and a crate murdle with flowering shrubs 
around it.    
 
 Borough Administrator, Mr. Joseph Bellina reported she will meet with the engineer of the 
development project to fit her plans in and confirmed it will not interfere with the Youth Government 
plans.   
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths: 
  
 RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted 
its adoption, opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion adopted. 
 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Council Comments.” 
 

Councilman Schnurr thanked the Human Relations Committee, Councilman Griffiths and Ms. 
Gregory for the September 11th ceremony.  He reported it was a very moving service and he thought 
the committee did a fantastic job.  Councilman Schnurr reported he attended a celebration which 
honored two of the Borough’s spiritual leaders; Rev. Dr. Andre McQuire and Bishop Gerald Cobb in 
Newark on August 19th.   Councilman Schnurr reported the Freehold Borough Education Foundation 
received an $18,000 grant from the New York Community Trust and it will be restricted to specific 
programs.  He reported now that school has started, the Library has a variety of activities and 
programs for students.  The Memorial Day Parade Committee will have a fund raiser Tuesday, 
September 20th at The Cabin.   

 
Councilman Schnurr reported he attended the Open Space Pace Race.  He expressed his desire 

to have the State support the Racetrack and racing industry in New Jersey.  The horse farms help 
preserve open space and limits the amount of development that takes place.  Councilman Schnurr 
stated he attended a memorial for Elijah Slick Memorial at the Walter Conley Lodge.  He reported the 
District 11 Assembly Office will hold a Blood Drive on October 1st from 12 PM – 4 PM. 

 
Councilman DiBenedetto thanked Councilman Griffiths and his committee on the 9/11 Service 

and the Senior Appreciation Day.  He reported the concerts are continuing on Wednesdays downtown.  
He welcomed Exquisite Caterers, who opened up on Saturday with great success.  

 



Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated the Human Relations Committee and Councilman 
Griffiths for the September 11th Memorial and Senior Appreciation Day.  She acknowledged the 
Education Foundation and understands the great work they do is supported by grants and donations.  
Councilwoman Shutzer reported the Flavor of Freehold will again take place on October 4th and 5th 
and will benefit the Alliance Against Substance Abuse.  Tickets are $20.00 and over 12 downtown 
businesses will be participating.   

 
Councilman Kane congratulated the Human Relations Committee on the 9/11 Memorial, which 

was wonderful and Senior Appreciation Day.  He encouraged everyone to attend Flavor of Freehold 
and support the Alliance Against Substance Abuse.  The schools need more education to fight the 
growing opioid epidemic.  Councilman Kane referenced Open Space Pace and stated if harness racing 
leaves the area it will be a hardship for the immediate area.  After the recent bombings in New York 
City and New Jersey, he stated the phrase “If you see something, say something” has never been more 
true.  Please notify police and law enforcement if something doesn’t look right. 

 
Councilman Griffiths thanked Council for the kind words regarding the Human Relations 

Committee.  The committee did a lot of work on the 9/11 ceremony and Senior Appreciation Day.  He 
thanked Superintendant Rocco Tomazic for providing the band and chorus from Freehold Intermediate 
School for the 9/11 ceremony. Also in attendance were two church choirs, a bagpiper and bugle 
playing Taps.  He reported over 400 people were in attendance.  Councilman Griffiths reported he was 
not able to attend Senior Appreciation Day but heard it was successful.  Unfortunately the weather 
kept the crowds away.  He reported the HRC has been meeting with Freehold Borough and Freehold 
Township to work on basic race relation and mission statement issues.  Councilman Griffiths reported 
Shade Tree has nearly 100 trees the commission has nurtured at no cost the Borough and a $32,000 
grant which was received.  They will be busy planning and planting in the Spring.  He added the 
Flavor of Freehold is a great event and the opioid epidemic is horrendous.  He thanked everyone for 
attending the meeting. 

 
Councilman Sims had no report. 
 
Mayor Higgins announced he received a copy of the Asbury Park Press from September 24, 

2001.  An article on the county wide memorial service was on the front page and Councilman Kevin 
Kane was pictured in the article.  Mayor Higgins gave Councilman Kane the newspaper. 

 
Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn. 

  
  Councilman Sims offered the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Griffiths. 
  

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Higgins declared the motion 
adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 



 The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 

______________________________ 
      TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC 
      BOROUGH CLERK 
TLD:lc 
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