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The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on 
Monday, April 17, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 

 
Mayor Higgins stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had 

been provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public 
Meetings Act). 
 
 Patrolmen Hobbs, Romanski and Iozzi opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, 
followed by a moment of silence. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT    MAYOR J. NOLAN HIGGINS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN RONALD GRIFFITHS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN KEVIN KANE 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN GEORGE SCHNURR 
PRESENT    COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 
ABSENT     COUNCILMAN JAYE SIMS 
  

Mayor Higgins called on Police Chief Glenn Roberts who gave an employment 
history and highlighted accomplishments of Mr. James Richmond. 
 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 

 
 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 
 A.  APPOINTMENT OF JAMES RICHMOND AS SERGEANT, FREEHOLD 

BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT, EFFECTIVE APRIL 17, 2017. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

  
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
 “Swearing In and Oath of Office:  Sergeant James Richmond.”  
 
 Mr. Richmond took the Oath of Office for Sergeant with the Freehold Borough Police 
Department.   
 
 Councilman DiBendetto congratulated Ruth Richmond for having raised a wonderful 
family.  He thanked Jim’s wife Stephanie for supporting him in his work.  Councilman 
DiBenedetto congratulated Jimmy and thanked everyone in blue for the passion and devotion 
they show to the community. 
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Councilwoman Shutzer expressed appreciation for not only those wearing blue, but 
also the families that support them.  She thanked the officers and their families for their 
commitment to Freehold Borough. 
 

Councilman Kane announced Sgt. Richmond is also being honored as Irishman of the 
Year by the Ancient Order of Hibernians on Saturday.  Tickets will be sold at the door for 
anyone wishing to continue the celebration. 

 
Councilman Griffiths thanked Sgt. Richmond and his fellow officers for the service 

they provide to Freehold. 
 
Councilman Schnurr congratulated Sgt. Richmond. 
 
Mayor Higgins congratulated Sgt. Richmond and wished him the best as he moves up 

the ranks.  Mayor Higgins recognized all of the officers present and recognized law 
enforcement as a tough job these days.  He stated Freehold is very proud of their police 
department and on behalf of the community Mayor Higgins thanked all of the police officers 
for their service. 

 
Mayor Higgins also recognized the family and friends of Sgt. Richmond that are 

present and offered them congratulations as well.   
 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
“Annual Report:  Downtown Freehold (Jeff Friedman).” 
 
Borough Administrator, Mr. Bellina, explained the Freehold Center Partnership is 

required to make an annual report of activities and budget per the Ordinance.  He introduced, 
Mr. Friedman who was in attendance to present on behalf of the Partnership. 

 
Mr. Friedman, Freehold Center Management Corp. congratulated Sgt. James 

Richmond on his promotion and thanked him and all of the police for their assistance at 
downtown events.  Mr. Friedman thanked Mayor and Council for the opportunity to update 
the governing body and community on the Partnerships programs and activities. 

 
Mr. Friedman explained the Partnership membership and their Mission Statement.  

Mr. Friedman reported since June 2016 Downtown Freehold has produced 110 events.  He 
reported production support has been given to numerous community events and provided 
funding to local arts organizations.  Mr. Friedman reported Downtown Freehold partnered 
with other organizations to bring events, entertainment and people to Freehold’s downtown 
district.  Mr. Friedman explained events bring people, people spend money and businesses do 
better which encourages more businesses to move in.  Mr. Friedman explained as businesses 
expand the tax burden shifts from the residents while increased the property values. 

 
Mr. Friedman described the capital improvements to the downtown district including 

planters and holiday décor.  Mr. Friedman explained the marketing strategy and branding.  He 
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described recent changes to the website and the planned expansions.  Mr. Friedman explained 
new promotional partnerships with different businesses and the upcoming Downtown 
Freehold Discount card.  Mr. Friedman also explained the planned television ads and 
commercials and showed a couple of the produced videos. 

 
Mr. Friedman reported the partnership has had over 30 public meetings since June 

2016.  He added Downtown Freehold has regular business hours and people are welcome to 
address any questions, concerns or offer ideas.  Mr. Friedman stated parking and valet 
services as well as dumpsters and garbage issues are all being regularly addressed.  Mr. 
Friedman reported the partnership also works with property owners interested in redeveloping 
their properties.  Mr. Friedman stated the partnership works closely with both municipal and 
county governments, attended conferences and hosted numerous networking events in the 
county to spread the word about Downtown Freehold. 

 
Mr. Friedman presented the 2017 budget which is based on historical costs, signed 

contracts and quoted prices.   Mr. Friedman added if enough money is not raised, some 
programs will have to be trimmed.  He shared his vision for additional programs the budget 
could not support.   

 
Mr. Friedman detailed the budget and its three main sections; Capital Improvements, 

Office Expenses and Events.  Mr. Friedman asked if there were any questions. 
 
Councilman Schnurr asked why the format of the budget is different than in years past. 
 
Mr. Friedman expressed this was the first time he was completing the budget for 

Downtown Freehold and he wanted it to be user friendly.  He added it was important to show 
how the money is spent on events. 

 
Councilwoman Shutzer thanked Mr. Friedman and his assistant Dru Anne for stepping 

up and keeping Downtown Freehold going. 
 
Councilmen Kane and Griffiths thanked Mr. Friedman. 
 
Councilmen Schnurr and DiBenedetto stated Mr. Friedman is doing a great job. 
 
Mayor Higgins thanked Mr. Friedman for doing a great job and stated he is looking 

forward to all of the upcoming events. 
 
Mr. Friedman promoted the newest event, the First Annual Jazz and Blues Street 

Festival on May 7th.  Mr. Friedman thanked Mr. Bellina for all of the help he has provided in 
the last year. 

 
Mayor Higgins stated there is a very nice working relationship between the two 

entities and the Mayor acknowledged Mr. Bellina for his involvement. 
 
Mr. Friedman explained the working relationship continues to grow.  He stated a 
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shared services agreement between Downtown Freehold and Freehold Borough for the flower 
watering was recently agreed upon. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Storm Drainage Update by William T. Wentzien, Borough Engineer.” 
 
Mr. Bellina introduced Borough Engineer, William Wentzien.  He explained an 

Annual Storm Drainage report is required by the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection.   

 
Mr. Wentzien reminded the governing body the municipality must follow a regulated 

storm water program which has been in place since 2004 and has been updated only once in 
2009. He stated changes are currently being drafted.  Mr. Wentzien explained several of the 
sections in the report and the requirement for Land Use Applications.  

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Approval of Minutes:  Council Meeting April 3, 2017.” 
 
Mayor Higgins stated there is one correction. 
 
Councilman Griffiths offered a motion to accept the minutes as amended and was 

seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Second Reading and Public Hearing:  Bond Ordinance #2017/6 Amending in 

Part Bond Ordinance #2015/8, Adopted on April 20, 2015, Providing for the Acquisition 
of Various Capital Equipment and Improvements to Municipal Buildings in and by the 
Borough of Freehold, In Order to Increase the Allocation of the Appropriation to Costs 
Permitted Under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-10, Authorized in and by the Borough of Freehold, in 
the County of Monmouth, New Jersey.” 

 
Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public. 
 
There were no comments 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
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On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 

Ordinance entitled “BOND ORDINANCE #2017/6 AMENDING IN PART BOND ORDINANCE 
#2015/8, ADOPTED ON APRIL 20, 2015, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 
VARIOUS CAPITAL EQUIPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS TO MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS IN 
AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD, IN ORDER TO INCREASE THE ALLOCATION 
OF THE APPROPRIATION TO COSTS PERMITTED UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A:2-10, 
AUTHORIZED IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD, IN THE COUNTY OF 
MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY” be, and same is hereby approved on second reading. 

 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

“Introduction of and Authorization to Publish Bond Ordinance #2017/7 
Providing For Crosswalk Improvements and Road Design, Resurfacing, Repairs and 
Restoration, Appropriating $1,155,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of 
$1,097,000 Bonds and Notes To Finance a Portion of the Costs Thereof, Authorized in 
and by the Borough of Freehold, in the County of Monmouth, New Jersey.” 

 
Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that a Bond 

Ordinance entitled “BOND ORDINANCE #2017/7 PROVIDING FOR CROSSWALK 
IMPROVEMENTS AND ROAD DESIGN, RESURFACING, REPAIRS AND RESTORATION, 
APPROPRIATING $1,155,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$1,097,000 BONDS AND NOTES TO FINANCE A PORTION OF THE COSTS THEREOF, 
AUTHORIZED IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD, IN THE COUNTY OF 
MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY” be, and same is hereby approved on first reading; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 

said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage after 
public hearing at a meeting held on May 8, 2017 at 7:00 PM and that during the week of said 
meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members of the 
general public who shall request same. 
 



 6 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

“Proclamation of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Designating 
April 28, 2017 as “Arbor Day” in the Borough of Freehold, New Jersey.” 

 
Councilman Griffiths stated for Arbor Day there will be a lot of activity in the spring 

with the Shade Tree Commission plantings and education programs at St. Rose of Lima 
School and Park Avenue School. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
“Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring Rae 

Singer on the Occasion of Her 100th Birthday.” 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FREEHOLD HONORING RAE SINGER ON THE OCCASION OF HER 100TH 
BIRTHDAY. 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer reported the Mayor presented this resolution to Ms. Singer at a 

ceremony on Saturday. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

   
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

“Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Memorializing the 
Addition of Two Memorial Markers at Elks Point in Honor of Colonel Nathaniel Scudder and 
U.S. Army Air Forces Technical Sergeant Milton A. Jackson.”  
 
 Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths: 
  

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FREEHOLD MEMORIALIZING THE ADDITION OF TWO MEMORIAL 
MARKERS AT ELKS POINT IN HONOR OF COLONEL NATHANIEL 
SCUDDER AND U.S. ARMY AIR FORCES TECHNICAL SERGEANT MILTON 
A. JACKSON. 
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Councilman Schnurr reported Borough Historian, Kevin Coyne gave a presentation to 
the Veteran’s organizations, detailing the stories of Scudder and Jackson.  A procedure 
was established giving the veteran groups the ability to decide who qualifies for a 
marker at Elks Point.   

 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Council President Schnurr read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Accepting a Grant From the Hazardous Discharge Site Remediation 

Fund Public Entity Program Through the New Jersey Economic Development Authority 
and the Department of Environmental Protection.” 

 
Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE HAZARDOUS DISCHARGE SITE 
REMEDIATION FUND PUBLIC ENTITY PROGRAM THROUGH THE NEW JERSEY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. 
 
Councilman Schnurr reported the grant is in the amount of $144, 059 and will be used 

for the Colaner property on Throckmorton Street. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Authorizing a Remedial Investigation and Remedial Action Services 

of 15-17 Throckmorton Street, Block 71, Lot 27 (Colaner Property).” 
 
Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REMEDIAL INVESTGATION AND REMEDIAL 
ACTION SERVICES OF 15-17 THROCKMORTON STREET, BLOCK 71, LOT 27 
(COLANER PROPERTY). 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
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Mayor Higgins read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Endorsing the Submission of a Recycling Tonnage Grant 

Application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.” 
 
Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman Griffiths: 
 
RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE SUBMISSION OF A RECYCLING TONNAGE 
GRANT APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Certifying a Submission of Expenditures for Recycling Taxes Paid in 

2016.” 
 
Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
RESOLUTION CERTIFYING A SUBMISSION OF EXPENDITURES FOR 
RECYCLING TAXES PAID IN 2016. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

 “Resolution Confirming Personnel Actions: 
 a.  Appointment of James Richmond as Sergeant, Freehold Borough Police 

Department, effective April 17, 2017. 
 b. Appointment of Eric P. Bacany as part-time Special Police Officer, Class 

II, pending successful completion of pre-employment testing, effective 
April 17, 2017. 

 c. Appointment of Joseph Panzarino as a Probationary Member of the 
Freehold Fire Department, Engine & Hose Company #1, effective April 
17, 2017. 

 d. Appointment of Chris Hanley as a Probationary Member of the Freehold 
Fire Department, Good Will Hook & Ladder Company, effective April 17, 
2017. 
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 e. Appointment of Stanley Patterson, Good Will Hook & Ladder Company, 
as a driver of Fire Department vehicles, effective April 17, 2017. 

 f. Appointment of Thomas Krause, Good Will Hook & Ladder Company, as 
a driver of Fire Department vehicles, effective April 17, 2017.” 

 
Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 
 
RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL 
APPOINTMENTS/ACTIONS:  17A-17F. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 18 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

 “Resolution Approving the Following Applications: 
 a. Sidewalk Café License, Texas Mexican Restaurant, 3 West Main Street. 
 b. Freehold Letter Carriers, MDA Walkathon,  6/25/17, 9:30 AM to 11:15 

 AM, beginning in the Market Yard Lot to West Main St., to Brinkerhoff 
 Ave. to South St. to East Main ending in the Market Yard Lot.  (sidewalks 
 only)  

 c. Bingo License #1-17, St. Rose of Lima PTA, Saturday Nights, 6/3/17  to 
5/26/18, 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM. 

 d. Bingo License #2-17, St. Rose of Lima Church, Monday Nights, 6/5/17 to 
  5/28/18, 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM. 
 e. Raffle License #12-17, St. Rose of Lima School, Merchandise Raffle,  
  5/19/17, 6:00 PM to 12:00 AM, 51 Lincoln Place. 
 f. Raffle License #13-17, St. Rose of Lima School, 50/50, 5/19/17, 6:00 PM 
  to 12:00 AM, 51 Lincoln Place. 
 g. Raffle License #14-17, St. Rose of Lima School, On-Premise Draw Raffle, 
  5/19/17, 6:00 PM to 12:00 AM, 51 Lincoln Place. 

h. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Boris Knopov, Monroe Twp. 
 i. Permanent Taxi Driver License, Leonel Zaavendra Gil, Freehold. 
 j. Temporary Taxi Driver License, John Mann, Lakewood. 
 k. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Ronald Phillips, Freehold.” 
 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION NOS. 18A – 18K. 

 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
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 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 19 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Approval of Bills.” 
 
 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on 
the attached list in the amount of $223,255.50 be paid as presented. 
 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 20 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
 “Clerk – Late Communications.” 
 
 There were none. 
 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 21 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Public Comments” 

 
Mr. Reimer Leuth, One Ann Street, thanked Police Chief for the police assistance 

controlling the speeding cars on Ann Street.  He stated the situation has improved.  Mr. Leuth stated 
last year he was told speed bumps are against the law, but he recently saw speed bumps on Broad 
Street.  Mr. Leuth asked if the law has changed. 

 
Borough Attorney Kerry Higgins stated speed bumps have been called into question from 

an engineering standpoint because they have been known to cause accidents.  She stated they were 
illegal in New Jersey in the past, but that law changed at least 10 years ago and they are not against 
the law. 

 
 Councilman DiBenedetto made a motion to close public portion, seconded by 
Councilwoman Shutzer. 

 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 22 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
 “Council Comments.” 
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 Councilman DiBenedetto thanked and congratulated Sgt. Richmond.  He wished everyone a 
Happy Easter and Passover. 

 
Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated Sgt. Richmond and his family.  She announced there 

is a Seniors Meeting with the SCAN Program at the YMCA Tuesday at 10 AM.  Councilwoman 
Shutzer announced the McGackin Awards are soon and if tickets are needed, get them fast.  She 
announced hydrants will be flushed Wednesday and advised residents to not be concerned with 
discoloration or low water pressure.  Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated the Innovation 
Committee for their Participatory Budget program and stated she is very impressed with the 
suggestions and plans being presented.  Councilwoman Shutzer announced Saturday, April 29th the 
Police Station will receive old or unused medications from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM during Operation 
Take Back.  Councilwoman Shutzer stated there is a “No Knock List” residents can be added to if 
they want to keep solicitors from disturbing them.  She explained the list is given to every licensed 
solicitor but there have been several unlicensed solicitors in town who disregard the list.  
Councilwoman Shutzer encouraged residents to call the police if a non-licensed solicitor is in their 
neighborhood. 

 
Councilman Kane thanked everyone for attending and congratulated Sgt. Richmond.  He 

also congratulated Councilman Griffiths and Administrator Bellina on the Participatory Budget 
program.  Councilman Kane reported municipalities from surrounding states are watching Freehold 
to see how it’s being done.  

 
Councilman Griffiths congratulated Sgt. Richmond.  Councilman Griffiths reported letters 

are going out to listed residents notifying them that street trees will be planted in the spring.  The 
planting will be completed by a $30,000 grant and trees the Shade Tree Commission nurtured.  
Councilman Griffiths reported the Human Relations Committee started a new beautification 
program which asks residents to submit before and after pictures of their properties improvement 
and prizes will be awarded. He stated more information is available on the Borough website. 
Councilman Griffiths stated the Innovation Committee meeting was successful with 30 people 
attending.  He gave examples a few of the ideas that have been submitted.  Councilman Griffiths 
announced the application deadline has been extended to April 21st.   

 
Councilman Schnurr congratulated Sgt. Richmond on a well deserved promotion.  He also 

congratulated Downtown Freehold and Jeff Friedman on the fantastic job being done with the 
downtown.  Councilman Schnurr announced Councilman Sims will be receiving a Humanitarian 
Award from the New Jersey State Fire and Safety Department.   Councilman Schnurr announced 
the Memorial Day Parade Committee fundraiser at the Cabin on Tuesday, April 18th. 

 
Mayor Higgins had no comments. 
 

 Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn. 
  
  Councilwoman Shutzer offered the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Kane: 
  
 MOTION TO ADJOURN. 
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On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Sims.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 

______________________________ 
      TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC 
      BOROUGH CLERK 
TLD:lc 


	ROLL CALL
	RESOLUTION CONFIRMING PERSONNEL ACTIONS:
	“Swearing In and Oath of Office:  Sergeant James Richmond.”
	Councilman Schnurr congratulated Sgt. Richmond.
	“Annual Report:  Downtown Freehold (Jeff Friedman).”
	Councilman Schnurr asked why the format of the budget is different than in years past.
	Councilmen Kane and Griffiths thanked Mr. Friedman.
	Councilmen Schnurr and DiBenedetto stated Mr. Friedman is doing a great job.
	“Storm Drainage Update by William T. Wentzien, Borough Engineer.”
	“Approval of Minutes:  Council Meeting April 3, 2017.”
	Mayor Higgins stated there is one correction.
	Mayor Higgins opened the meeting to the public.
	There were no comments
	RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.
	“Resolution Confirming Personnel Actions:
	“Resolution Approving the Following Applications:
	RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION NOS. 18A – 18K.
	“Approval of Bills.”
	“Clerk – Late Communications.”
	There were none.
	“Public Comments”
	“Council Comments.”
	Mayor Higgins had no comments.
	Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn.
	MOTION TO ADJOURN.
	The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM.
	TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC
	BOROUGH CLERK

