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The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on 
Monday, May 22, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 

 
Mayor Higgins stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had 

been provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public 
Meetings Act). 

 
 Councilman Sims opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a 
moment of silence. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT    MAYOR J. NOLAN HIGGINS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN RONALD GRIFFITHS 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN KEVIN KANE 
PRESENT    COUNCILMAN GEORGE SCHNURR 
PRESENT    COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 
PRESENT     COUNCILMAN JAYE SIMS 
  

  
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
 “Approval of Minutes:  Council Meeting May 1, 2017.”  
 

Councilman Kane offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by 
Councilman Griffiths. 
 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 
Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins skipped to Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Awarding a Contract for the Veterans Park Improvement Project.” 
 
Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman DiBenedetto: 
 
RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE VETERANS PARK 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT. 
 
Councilman Sims stated the project was vetted by Freehold Borough Youth 

Government.  Councilman Sims reported six bids were obtained and the contract was awarded 
to Down To Earth.  Councilman Sims thanked Administrator Joseph Bellina and Abbington 
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Engineering for their assistance as well as Mayor and Council.  Councilman Sims stated the 
Youth Government displayed great patience on this project which started over five years ago. 

 
Councilman DiBenedetto thanked Councilman Sims and the Youth Government on 

behalf of the Recreation Commission and as a citizen. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
“Disabled American Veterans Presentation.” 
 
Councilman Schnurr introduced George Karatzia, Senior Vice Commander of the 

Disabled American Veterans Freehold Chapter 74 and is a US Army Veteran who served in 
Vietnam.   

 
Mr. Karatzia stated he is representing the DAV and The Order of AHEPA. He 

explained he returned from Vietnam with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and described how 
veterans are affected by PTSD.  Mr. Karatzia stated service dogs are saving veterans lives.  
He explained the service dogs are rescue dogs and they receive six months of training and 
certification.  The dogs are then matched with a veteran who has been on a waiting list for up 
to12 months.  Mr. Karatzia described some of the services the dogs are trained to complete.   

 
Mr. Karatzia stated the average price for a service dog is $27,000 and fund raising 

efforts are taking place everywhere to help provide dogs for veterans.  Mr. Karatzia showed a 
video of one veteran’s story and how his PTSD and lack of VA support resulted in him taking 
his own life.  The video reported each day 22 veterans take their own lives.  Mr. Karatzia 
shared another video of a veteran who found relief from his depression and PTSD with the 
help of his service dog.  Mr. Karatzia stated the DAV is fundraising for a dog currently.  He 
added service dogs not only help the veteran, but also the families of the veteran. 

 
Mayor Higgins congratulated the DAV and AHEPA for their work on a great 

program.  Mayor Higgins thanked Mr. Karatzia for his mission and promoting this important 
cause.  

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows:   
 
“Freehold Borough Library – New Hours of Operation.” 
 
Councilman Schnurr reported the hours of operation for area libraries, including 

Freehold, were researched and it was found our library had a gap in operation hours between 
5:00 PM and 7:00 PM.  He stated the library hours have been changed to; 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM 
on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM on Tuesday and Friday, 10:00 
AM – 4:00 PM on Saturday and closed on Sunday.  Councilman Schnurr stated the change in 
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hours will especially benefit the students that utilize the library.   Councilman Schnurr 
thanked the library trustees for all of the research and for developing a plan of action.  

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolutions of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring the 

2017 John G. McGackin Award Recipients Mark Lamhut and Robert G. Taylor.” 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman Sims: 
 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FREEHOLD HONORING THE 2017 JOHN G. McGACKIN AWARD RECIPIENTS 
MARK LAMHUT AND ROBERT G. TAYLOR. 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer reported the honors took place at a special ceremony on May 12th. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolutions of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring: 

Corporal Philip A. Reynolds Detachment 203 of the Marine Corps League, American Legion 
Post 54, The Graeme Preston Foundation for Life and the Court Street School”. 

 
Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman Sims: 
 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FREEHOLD HONORING: CORPORAL PHILIP A. REYNOLDS DETACHMENT 203 
OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, AMERICAN LEGION POST 54, THE GRAEME 
PRESTON FOUNDATION FOR LIFE AND THE COURT STREET SCHOOL. 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer reported these organizations were also honored at the May 12th 

reception.   
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

“Resolution Adopting the 2017 Annual Budget of the Borough of Freehold.” 
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Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Sims: 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2017 ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FREEHOLD. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins stepped down from the dais and Council Present Schnurr presided. 
 

 Council President Schnurr read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

“Resolution Confirming the Special Assessment Roll of the Special Improvement 
District.” 

 
Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL OF THE 
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT. 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto explained he will be abstaining as he is a member of the 

Special Improvement District. 
 
On roll call Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain DiBenedetto; absent none.  Council President Schnurr 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Council President Schnurr read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
“Public Hearing and Resolution Adopting the 2017/2018 Budget of the Special 

Improvement District.” 
 
Council President opened the floor to the public.  
 
Mr. Barry Fisher, 17-19 South Street asked why a portion of the budget has not been 

restricted to the parking issues in downtown Freehold.  Mr. Fisher stated he has suggested this 
in the past as it is important a portion of the budget be dedicated to parking. 

 
Mr. Jeff Friedman, Business Advocate for Downtown Freehold stated four years ago 

the partnership paid to have the Market Yard Parking Lot repaved so a portion of the budget 
went directly to parking in the downtown area. 

 
Mr. Fisher responded that was good, but does not address the issue of not enough 
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parking. 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer explained Freehold is part of study which includes parking 

issues and Downtown Freehold has been involved in the planning.  She anticipates some 
visible changes in the future.  Councilwoman Shutzer stated solid advice has been received 
and the best way to proceed is being considered. 

 
Mr. Carl Steinberg, 2 Monmouth Avenue, stated the district needs to be adjusted to 

include businesses close to downtown.  He mentioned several locations that are not paying 
SID taxes but can easily be included in the Special Improvement District.  Mr. Steinberg 
stated last year Downtown Freehold was to be audited and to date it has not been done.  Mr. 
Steinberg stated how the money is spent needs to be looked at to avoid waste.  Mr. Steinberg 
suggested a tiered tax table where Main Street businesses pay more and outlying businesses 
pay less since ¼ of the budget is going to special events which directly benefit the restaurants.  
Mr. Steinberg encouraged council to consider 50% of the budget go to functional, concrete 
improvement items and the whole town should be part of the SID. 

 
Councilman Schnurr reported last year the Partnership elected to keep the SID 

boundaries as they are.  He stated he is willing to listen to any suggestions, but the Downtown 
Freehold Executive Board needs to make the request. 

 
Mr. Steinberg stated there is a problem getting businesses and property owners to vote 

in the elections so nothing changes. 
 
Councilwoman Shutzer stated there is new leadership at the partnership and Mayor 

and Council cannot increase voter turnout.  She told Mr. Steinberg the changes he wants must 
originate from the Partnership.   

 
Mr. Friedman agreed there needs to be some expansion of SID properties.  Mr. 

Friedman reported the audit is scheduled to take place very soon.  Mr. Friedman explained the 
sponsorships received support the specific events and must be used for those events.  Mr. 
Friedman stated he would love to see other areas of town supported, but there is a Main Street 
and that is where the main activities happen.   

 
Councilman Griffiths stated idle property for parking, that isn’t on a tax roll, is not a 

benefit to the town directly.  He stated numerous studies have shown the Lafayette Street lot 
is 40% vacant no matter what the scheduled events are.  Councilman Griffiths stated a 
solution to that is being worked on as well as additional crosswalks.  Councilman Griffiths 
stated he preferred parking meters be installed so revenue is generated by parking spaces.  He 
stated parking solutions are available. 

 
Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman Sims: 
 
  RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 
 



 6 

On roll call Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain DiBenedetto; absent none.  Council President Schnurr 
declared the motion adopted. 

 
Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2017/2018 BUDGET 
OF THE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT. 
 
On roll call Council Members Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims voted its 

adoption; opposed none; abstain DiBenedetto; absent none.  Council President Schnurr 
declared the motion adopted. 

  
Mayor Higgins returned to the dais. 
  

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

“Resolution Authorizing 2017 Professional Architectural Services with DMR 
Architects (Feasibility Study of Borough Hall).”  
 
 Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 
  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2017 PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTURAL 
SERVICES WITH DMR ARCHITECTS (FEASIBILITY STUDY OF BOROUGH 
HALL). 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Authorizing 2017 Professional Architectural Services with DMR 

Architects (Feasibility Study of the Freehold Public Library).” 
 
Councilman Schnurr offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Griffiths: 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2017 PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTURAL 
SERVICES WITH DMR ARCHITECTS (FEASIBILITY STUDY OF FREEHOLD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY). 
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On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 
Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Authorizing 2017 Professional Services Projects with Abbington 

Engineering for Borough Engineering Services.” 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Griffiths: 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2017 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROJECTS 
WITH ABBINGTON ENGINEERING FOR BOROUGH ENGINEERING 
SERVICES. 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto reported this is for resurfacing Hudson and Bennett Streets. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Awarding a Contract for the Schiverea Avenue Improvement 

Project.” 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer: 
 
RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE SCHIVEREA AVENUE 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT. 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto stated the work should start soon.  He added eight bids were 

submitted with a difference of $232,000 between the highest and lowest bid.   
 
Councilwoman Shutzer reported the sewer issues have been resolved and work will be 

completed prior to the paving. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins stated Item No. 16 was handled earlier in the evening. 
 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows: 
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“Revised Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Nestle USA for the 

Temporary Transfer of Water Diversion Rights.” 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
REVISED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH NESTLE 
USA FOR THE TEMPORARY TRANSFER OF WATER DIVERSION RIGHTS. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 18 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Authorizing Agreement Between the Monmouth County 

Prosecutor’s Office, the Monmouth County Police Chiefs Association and the Borough 
of Freehold for Participation in the Monmouth County Rapid Deployment Force 
(RDF).” 

 
Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Sims: 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MONMOUTH 
COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE, THE MONMOUTH COUNTY POLICE 
CHIEFS ASSOCIATION AND THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD FOR 
PARTICIPATION IN THE MONMOUTH COUNTY RAPID DEPLOYMENT 
FORCE (RDF). 
 
Councilman DiBenedetto stated the police requested RDF.  He explained up to three 

officers can be taught different skills and bring those techniques back to their fellow officers.  
Councilman DiBenedetto stated it will be a great resource in case Freehold is ever in need.   

 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 19 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Confirming Personnel Actions: 
a. Appointment of Darren Maine as a probationary member of the Freehold Fire 

Department, Engine & Hose Company No. 1, pending successful completion of 
physical examination, effective May 22, 2017.” 

 



 9 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Griffiths: 

 
RESOLUTION CONFIRMNG PERSONNEL ACTIONS 19A. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 20 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Resolution Approving the Following Applications: 

 a. Vendor License, Bruce Winland, Weaser’s Ices, Monday – Sunday, 11:00 AM – 
       9:00 PM, May through October. 
 b.   Life Chain Prayer Vigil, St. Rose of Lima Church c/o Jim Meyer, 5/21/17, 1:30 
  PM – 2:30 PM, along South Street sidewalk in front of St. Rose. 
 c.   Outreach Prayer Service, Primara Iglasia Bautista Hispana de Freehold/First 
  Baptist Church of Freehold, 5/27/17, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Manalapan Avenue 
  between Main & Broad Streets and Main Street between Manalapan Avenue 
  and Center Street (sidewalk only). 
 d. Canning License, Freehold Borough Youth Government, 6/10/17, 6/11/17 and 
  6/18/17, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM, intersection of Main Street and South Street. 
 e. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Kathleen Flores, Freehold. 
 f. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Eric Sanchez-Hernandez, Freehold. 
 g. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Perla Pantoja, Freehold. 
 h. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Isabel Saldivar, Freehold. 
 i. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Stacey Mallory, Old Bridge. 
 j. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Hector Tello, Freehold. 
 k. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Karla Pacheco, Freehold. 
 l. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Matthew Barry, Freehold. 
 m. Temporary Taxi Driver License, Steven Howe, Matawan. 
 

Councilman Griffiths offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION NOS. 20A – 20M. 
 
Councilman Sims announced he will abstain from Item d. 
 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Shutzer 

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain Sims (d); absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the 
motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 21 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Approval of Bills.” 
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  Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Griffiths: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on 
the attached list in the amount of $1,848,294.54 be paid as presented. 
 
 Councilwoman Shutzer announced she will abstain as she is being reimbursed for expenses. 

 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr and Sims voted 

its adoption; opposed none; abstain Shutzer; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion 
adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 22 on the Agenda as follows: 
 

  “Clerk – Late Communications.” 
 
 There were none. 
 

Mayor Higgins read Item No. 23 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
“Public Comments” 

 
Mr. Carl Steinberg, 2 Monmouth Avenue asked how long a Temporary Taxi License are 

active. 
 
Municipal Clerk Traci DiBenedetto responded 60 days. 
 
Mr. Steinberg reported he asked Code Enforcement if anything can be done with an 

abandoned house next to his property.  He was told there was nothing in the ordinance and he feels 
there should be.  He stated it is unsightly and homes should not be left to rot as it directly effects the 
assessment of neighboring properties.  Mr. Steinberg provided pictures of the properties in 
question. 

 
Councilman Griffiths stated there is an ordinance on abandoned properties.  Properties that 

are left vacant for six months with no work or upkeep being completed are registered on the 
Abandoned Housing List.  He continued the initial registration fee is $500 and owners/banks cannot 
come off that list and fee increases annually if the property stays on the list.  Councilman Griffiths 
reported the next step is the option of the municipality taking possession of the home through legal 
methods.  He agreed there are too many abandoned houses in Freehold and explained the 
registration list hopefully encourages banks and owners to take responsibility.  Councilman 
Griffiths stated the process needs some adjustments. 

 
Mr. Steinberg suggested collecting excess paint from residents and have people complete 

some minor improvements in lieu of paying court fees.   
 



 11 

 Councilwoman Shutzer made a motion to close public portion, seconded by Councilman 
Sims. 

 
On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 

 
Mayor Higgins read Item No. 24 on the Agenda as follows: 

 
 “Council Comments.” 
 
 Councilman Sims thanked Det. Sgt. Colaner for his recent presentation to the Public Safety 
Committee regarding the Rapid Deployment Force.  Councilman Sims stated the information was 
helpful and wished the Police Department well.  Councilman Sims stated several buildings have 
been in decay and steps are being taken to upgrade the Library and Borough Hall.  He added he 
hopes to find affordable solutions to improve the buildings.  Councilman Sims reported the 
Memorial Day Parade is Monday and wished everyone an enjoyable weekend.  Councilman Sims 
congratulated McGackin Award recipient Robert Taylor who was in the audience. 
 

Councilman DiBenedetto thanked Mr. Steinberg for the hats which were presented.  He 
congratulated Robert Taylor and Mark Lamhut for their recent honors, thanked Rich Kane and 
Councilwoman Shutzer for their work on the McGackin Reception and stated it was a great night.  
Councilman DiBenedetto announced Memorial Day is approaching and is hoping for good weather 
for the parade.  He stated Alice McCobb, Councilman Schnurr and the committee work very hard to 
provide such a successful event.  Councilman DiBenedetto thanked Lenny Maxfield, Chris Guy and 
the Jr. Fire Department Committee that works with the Junior members.  He stated the recent 
member appointment is a product of the Jr. Fireman program.   
 

Councilwoman Shutzer thanked Carl Steinberg for the hats.  She announced the Alliance 
Against Substance Abuse Golf Outing on June 6th needs golfers.  Councilwoman Shutzer 
announced the Downtown Concert Series will be starting soon and the flower plantings downtown 
have been completed.   

 
Councilman Kane thanked everyone for coming.  He congratulated Robert Taylor on his 

McGackin Award.  Councilman Kane thanked Carl Steinberg for the hat.  Councilman Kane asked 
if residents see anyone abusing or defacing a new tree to please contact the police.  He stated if you 
see something, say something. 

 
Councilman Griffiths congratulated Robert Taylor for his award.  He thanked Chief Roberts 

for a good job on the RDF program.  Councilman Griffiths reported approximately 120 trees were 
recently planted and are being mulched.  He asked residents that received a tree to water and 
maintain it.  Councilman Griffiths stated the plantings were done through a $30,000 grant. 

 
Councilman Schnurr congratulated Mark Lamhut and Robert Taylor on their McGackin 

Awards.  He thanked Mr. Steinberg for the hat.  Councilman Schnurr stated he is looking forward 
to seeing the proposed improvements to the Library and Borough Hall.  Councilman Schnurr 
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thanked the DAV for their presentation and stated it was an eye opening experience.  He wanted to 
highlight what the DAV is doing for our local veterans.  Councilman Schnurr announced on 
Memorial Day the Elks Point Ceremony is at 8:30 AM and the Parade starts at 9:45 with a cadence.  
He encouraged everyone to attend the ceremony at Elks Point. 

 
Mayor Higgins expressed his wish for the weather to hold out for Memorial Day and invited 

everyone to attend the Elks Point Service as it is a moving ceremony and an important part of 
Memorial Day.  Mayor Higgins recognized the McGackin Award Reception Committee led by 
Rich Kane, Judi Guy and Councilwoman Shutzer.  He stated they work for weeks leading up to the 
event and the past two years have been special nights for the honorees.  Mayor Higgins was 
recently given an Ordinance Book dated from1894 – 1895 which was found in Stanley Biddle’s 
House on East Main Street.  Mayor Higgins stated it predates for the formation of Freehold 
Borough.  He stated it is interesting to look through and it will be displayed in the case in the back 
of Scudder’s Hall.   

 
 Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn. 
  
  Councilwoman Shutzer offered the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman 
DiBenedetto.   
  

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 
Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared 
the motion adopted. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 PM. 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
      TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC 
      BOROUGH CLERK 
TLD:lc 
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