BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH
#2024/14

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE 8 (HEALTH AND
SAFETY) BY ADDING CHAPTER 8.38 (NUISANCE LIGHTING)

WHEREAS, the Borough of Freehold (the “Borough™) is a public body corporate and
politic of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold find and determine that
outdoor lighting fixtures that illuminate beyond the property on which they are installed, when left
on during the late night and early morning hours, unreasonably disrupt the peace and privacy of
neighboring residents and endanger public health; and

WHEREAS, amending the Borough Code to prohibit these conditions will provide a
mechanism for abatement as well as enforcement when appropriate;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Freehold as follows:

Section I
Title 8 “Health and Safety” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold shall be amended as
follows; additions to the current ordinance are noted in underline; deletions are noted as struck

through [Unmodified sections were omitted for the sake of brevity]:

Chapter 8.38 Nuisance Lighting

8.38.010 Definitions

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

FOOTCANDLE - The amount of light from one candle at a distance of one foot from the source
of the light.

GLARE - Any artificial light which shines with a strong, steady or dazzling light.
8.38.020 Lighting restrictions; exception.
A. The following restrictions shall apply to artificial lighting installed on privately owned

roperty.

1. The illumination provided by artificial lighting on the property shall not exceed 0.6
footcandle beyond any property line.




2. No artificial lighting shall shine directly upon any neighboring property or be so

established that it shall shine directly upon any neighboring property or shall shine directly on or
into any room or rooms, porches or patios of any neighboring property, nor shall any artificial

lighting be maintained or operated from any structure or land in such a manner as to be a nuisance

or any annoyance to neighboring properties or as to interfere with the physical comfort of the
occupants of neighboring properties..

3. All lights directly facing a neighboring property shall be shielded to prevent

illumination from such light from shining on or creating a glare on that neighboring prope

4. No sources of light shall be maintained or operated in connection with any building
or land in any manner or by any process or method which transmits such an objectionable glare on

neighboring property so as to create a nuisance.

5. No glare shall be permitted if such glare originates from a light source facing any
dwelling unit.

B. The restrictions in Subsection A shall not apply to artificial lighting installed on public
rope.

8.38.030 Nuisance.

Any violation of §8.38.020 is determined to be a nuisance.
8.38.040 Enforcement.

It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Official to determine whether this chapter has been
and is being complied with and to enforce the provisions of this chapter against any person
violating the same. Any Code Enforcement Official or police officer may file a complaint in
municipal court for any violations of this chapter.

8.38.050 Violations and penalties.

Any person or persons responsible for such nuisance or annoying lighting as described
hereinbefore, whether owner, lessee or lessees, or others using any premises. with or without the
permission of the owner, violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction
thereof, a complaint having been made, be subject to a fine not exceeding $1.250, to imprisonment
in the county jail for a term not exceeding 90 days and/or to a period of community service not

exceeding 90 days, in the discretion of the court. Each day a particular violation shall continue
shall constitute a separate offense.

Section 11

If any part of this Ordinance shall be deemed invalid such part shall be deemed severable
and the invalidity thereof shall not affect the remaining part of this Ordinance.

Section III



Any Ordinance or portions thereof which are inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed and superseded.

Section IV

This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with
Law.

Introduced: June 17, 2024

Public Hearing/Adoption: July 15, 2024



