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Freehold: A Legacy of 
Service & Sacrifice
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Background

• The public has repeatedly expressed a 
desire to further celebrate Freehold 
Borough’s veteran community 

• The Participatory Budget Committee 
has received annual requests to 
implement a Hometown Heroes 
Banner concept, however the idea 
does not fit within the scope of the 
Participatory Budget Process
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Hometown Heroes Banner 
Challenges

1.Logistics

2.Durability

3.Aesthetics

4.Cost

5.Politics! 

Logistics  Addition of banner brackets to (county-
owned?) poles. Annual time/cost for seasonal 
banner addition & removal

Durability  Wind damage, sun fading, etc.

Aesthetics Concerns with downtown aesthetics by 
adding even more signage to an overwhelmed area 

Cost  Initial cost for pole brackets, dual-sided 
banner production, ongoing banner replacements

Politics  Limited poles limit number/type of military 
veterans being honored 



Take advantage of Freehold Borough’s 112 
streets and (300+) street signs by affixing 
small custom street signs toppers above 
every street sign in Freehold Boro celebrating 
a Freehold military veteran. 

Military Veterans Honoree Program

2'-6" 





1. Logistics

2. Durability

3. Aesthetics

4. Cost

5. Politics! 

Logistics  Leverages current infrastructure
 

Durability  Signs guaranteed for 15 yrs.

Aesthetics  Minimalistic design does not 
adding more overwhelming signage to an 
overwhelmed area
 

Cost  Sign topper aluminum die-cut ($100 
each), printing (Boro Streets & Roads Dept.), 
mounting bracket (utilize existing supply)

Politics  Multiple locations allow ALL 
veterans (living or deceased) to be 
recognized 

Military Veterans Honoree Program

Logistics 

Durability 

Aesthetics 

Cost 

Politics 



Program Details

• Program will be available to all 
military members, regardless of 
prior service deployment or 
combat status, provided they 
meet the following criteria: 
o Received an Honorable or General Discharge 

o Freehold Borough resident for 10 yrs. 
minimum

• Service member/families pay 
$100 for miniature street sign 
topper stamping and 
placement

• Local veteran/civic 
organization donations will 
be solicited to cover costs for 
poor/destitute service 
member honors 



Program Details (CONT.)

Elks Point Memorial markers to be reserved for service members K.I.A. 
as defined by the D.O.D. 



Implementation Schedule

• East Main St, West Main St, South St, 
Broadway, and Throckmorton St will be 
1st areas for sign installations beginning 
July 4th, 2025
• Once those locations are filled, subsequent 

locations will be randomly selected to avoid 
territorial disagreements

• Honoree dedication (sign installations) 
to be conducted annually on the 
following schedule:
• Memorial Day: 5 additional sign installations 

• July 4th: 5 additional sign installations 

• Veteran’s Day: 5 additional sign installations 



Honoring Ceremonies

• Memorial Day to be reserved to honor 5 
deceased veterans, starting with the oldest not 
already included in the Elks Point Memorial 

• Both July 4th and Veteran’s Day to be reserved 
to honor 5 living veterans starting with the 
eldest 

• 30-minute public ceremony to be conducted by 
elected officials & veteran organizations for the 
benefit of the honoree and honoree’s family   



Veterans Initiative Subcommittee

• Jesse Childs

• Ted Eckhardt

• Jeff Friedman

• Steve Gallo

• Tommy Taylor

• Dan Xavier (Chair)

Thank You!

Advisors

• Carl Beams

• Mike McCabe

• Annette Jordan

• George Schnurr

• Rich Mount (Freehold Borough Streets and Road Dept.)



Questions?
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