
Municipal guidance for disposal of dead birds 
 
Recommended PPE: 

• Head cover or hair cover 
• Safety goggles (optional face shield on top of safety goggles) 
• NIOSH Approved particulate respirator (such as N95) 
• Waterproof Coveralls 
• Disposable gloves with optional outer work gloves 
• Boot covers or boots 

 
PPE Disinfection:  

• All non-disposable PPE (coveralls, face shields, etc.) needs to be thoroughly washed and 
disinfected after use. Disinfect using 1:32 ratio of diluted bleach (1/2 cup household bleach mixed 
with 1 gallon of water).  

• Disposable items should be discarded appropriately after each use. 
 
Transport of Carcasses and Carcass Disposal: 

• Dispose of carcasses using a double-bagged non-porous contractor bags via incineration or at an 
appropriate landfill or in a secure trash bin/dumpster inaccessible by other animals.  

• Care and caution must be taken when transporting carcasses to disposal sites to prevent 
environmental spread and contamination of vehicles/equipment. Precautions must be taken to 
prevent leakage of any bodily fluids (blood, saliva, urine, feces) or parts from the transporting 
vehicle.  

• Wash and disinfect all non-disposable containers, tarps and coverings as described in the 
biosecurity/disinfection recommendations. Double-bag all disposable items in non-porous 
contractor bags and dispose of them appropriately.  

• Clean and disinfect vehicles after each use as described in the biosecurity/disinfection.  
 
Biosecurity/Disinfection of Equipment and Facilities:  

• Remove all organic material and dispose of it in double-bagged non-porous contractor bags (see 
disposal section) at an appropriate landfill or in a secure trash bin/dumpster inaccessible by other 
animals.  

• Wash surfaces and items using hot water and detergent.  
• Allow all items/surfaces to dry completely before disinfection.  
• Disinfect using 1:32 ratio of diluted bleach (1/2 cup household bleach mixed with 1 gallon of 

water.).  
• Bleach must have a contact time of at least 10 minutes with all surfaces. Multiple applications 

may be required to ensure appropriate contact time.  
• Rinse with warm water to remove solution after contact time has completed.  

 
Other Personnel Safety Measures: 

• Avoid direct contact with the carcasses and don't let them touch bare skin – consider a tool such 
as a shovel to move birds.  

• Wash hands and exposed skin with soap and warm water following contact.  
• If any staff are immunocompromised, keep poultry, or will be visiting a poultry farm in the 

following week they should not respond. Staff should quarantine from contacting poultry for 5 
days following contact with suspect wild birds. 
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FROM H5N1 BIRD FLU
Wear personal protective equipment

RECOMMENDED PPE TO PROTECT 
AGAINST H5N1 BIRD FLU

	• Head cover or hair cover
	• Safety goggles
	• Optional face shield over  

	the top of goggles
	• NIOSH Approved® particulate 

respirator (such as an N95®)
	• Coveralls that keep you dry
	• Optional waterproof apron over 

the top of coveralls
	• Disposable gloves with optional 

outer work gloves
	• Boot covers or boots
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H5N1 bird flu is a virus that could make you sick if you breathe it in or if it gets in your eyes, 
nose, or mouth. You can also get sick if you touch your eyes, nose, or mouth after touching 
contaminated surfaces, clothing, skin, or hair. Wear personal protective equipment (PPE) when 
in contact with or around animals confirmed or potentially infected, including dairy cows, or 
confirmed or potentially contaminated raw milk, surfaces, or other items. You may need more 
PPE than what you use for your normal duties. Your employer should provide the recommen-
ded PPE at no cost. Ask your supervisor if you have questions about what type of PPE to 
wear or when or how to use it.
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