
FREEHOLD BOROUGH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF JULY 25, 2022 
 

MONTHLY MEETING  

The monthly meeting of the Freehold Borough Historic Preservation Commission was held on Monday, 
July 25, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building.   

Chairwoman Brianne Van Vorst stated that this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open 
Public Meeting Act, by providing a copy of the agenda to the official newspaper and posting same on 
the official bulletin board of the Municipal Building.  

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT   Ms. Brianne Van Vorst 
PRESENT   Mr. Kevin Coyne 
ABSENT   Mr. Gregory Clark 
PRESENT   Ms. Barbara Wagner 
PRESENT   Ms. Emily Conley 
PRESENT   Ms. Amanda McCobb 
ABSENT   Ms. Kristin Martins 
PRESENT   Ms. Diane Vistein 
 
Matthew Good, Esq. – Borough Attorney was present 
Councilman Adam Reich was present 
 
Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 3 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Approval of the minutes May 23, 2022 
 
Mr. Coyne made a motion to approve the minutes; Ms. McCobb seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         6 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, Conley, McCobb and Vistein 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Martins 
 
Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Application HBA-22-00016, Edward C. Bertuccio, LLC, Location 12 Court Street 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – I have Mr. Rama who is the professional creating the sign; 
 
Mr. Goode – both sworn in; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – I have leased property approximately 14 months ago, I renovated and discussed sign 
with landlord and want to make everyone proud, maintain the property and have a long term lease; I 
have practiced in the Borough for approximately a year now, enjoy the town and the downtown;  my 
neighbor with the deli has a great sign and made me think about what to do with mine and introduced 
me to Rama; I want it to be nice, I am in the middle of the block and all see as they are passing by; 
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previous application I was only permitted to have my name and phone number in the middle window 
leaving the other two open 
 
Mr. Coyne – are you the entire building will you be subletting; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – I am all of 12 Court Street on the bottom; above are a few apartments, I do not own or 
rent the upper level; only lower level; I have no intention to sublet; I have reception area and office 
space for staff and support system– not subletting; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – Rama, the application reads 25 inches tall and 120inches long, proposed sign, second 
image, that sign is bigger than the space; will the sign be hanging down off the building or not scaled 
correctly; 
 
Mr. Rama – it is to scale; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the sign here is hanging beneath the wood work of the building;  
 
Mr. Bertuccio – it is not the intention to have hanging over; it will be long wide stucco – not intrusive of 
the block – no more so than either sign next to us; the picture is a little larger than we plan to do; 
 
Mr. Rama – letters are 19 inches, 25 inches for the backer and the available space from to the wooden 
space is 18 inches; 
 
Mr. Coyne – is it wood or stucco band; 
 
Mr. Rama – wood band 
 
Mr. Coyne – but will cover the whole wood band but won’t hang below; 
 
Mr. Rama – no 
 
Ms. Van Vorst –it will go above to the stucco 
 
Mr. Rama – the available wood is 18 inches; the sign itself is 25 inches; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the sign is bigger than the wood band; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – we will adjust, do what we have to do; 
 
Ms. Conley – can we consolidate this to stucco band and not impede upon the wood or wood only; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – good question – looking at FCCRPA standards and that would be above the expression 
line and not allowed; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – we need some width for my name and criminal defense attorney; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – there is a wood element in the wood section, how are you dealing with that ; 
 
Mr. Rama – the top will be on the wood, bottom portion will stand off about 2 inches  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – not modify wood work, off set; 
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Mr. Rama – yes off set; 
 
Ms. Wagner – can it go over the middle glass; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – not in our plan, I don’t want that; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – what is the vantage point, Court Street is narrow; we have approved your other signs, 
all look good; when standing on West Main, tough to see at the angle it is;   
 
Mr. Bertuccio – the point of this sign, turning left off Main people will look to left and see sign, before 
unless reception area is open and lit, you don’t see; second there is a block, people walk up and down 
the street, this will allow people on the opposite side of the street to see; it is eye catching and 
professional; I take pictures of where I practice law, Facebook, LinkedIn, and the sign shows 
professionalism and I am here to stay; 
 
Mr. Rama – this is central, people see when downtown; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – people park in the area and will see the signage; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – you have window signs that this board approved; board discussion  
 
Mr. Coyne – how far above is permitted; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – it does not matter, we have the ability to make recommendations; if we recommend 
that it does not go above the expression line – what we determine is appropriate; 
 
Mr. Goode – they will need to comply with the ordinance; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – the neighbor signs are set up higher;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – it will need to comply as just stated by counsel;  
 
Ms. Vistein – can it scale down to match Yvonne’s sign (neighbor) 
 
Ms. Wagner – wish for it to be smaller; 
 
Mr. Coyne – can you reduce the font; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – can’t do, need to identify as Esq. on the top and Criminal Defense Attorney, certified by 
Supreme Court and am required to announce that because clients need to know; 
 
Ms. Conley – can we do two smaller signs; 
 
Mr. Rama – this looks more professional; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – consistent with the block; 
 
Ms. Conley – the difference is Ms. Van Vorst is reviewing common core standards and you basing on 
what others look like; 
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Mr. Bertuccio – I am working with Rama, working on for a while; not trying to dominate the block just 
looking for a nice sign; 
 
Mr. Coyne – loose the line and smaller font; 
 
Mr. Rama – difficult a challenge with dimensional letters; showed examples; 
 
Ms. Conley – how big are the letters; 
 
Mr. Rama – 2 ¼ inches 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – we approved signs left and right in windows; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – I made an application which you did not approve; you approved the center sign 
window; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – ok, other questions; 
 
Ms. McCobb – no comments 
 
Ms. Conley – no comments; 
 
Ms. Wagner – can we make longer (stretch) 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – I hesitate to change design; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – no other comments, I will provide mine; I am not inclined to support this application; I 
have an issue with sign protruding over architectural features as well as down below of what should be a 
sign band; it does not go with FCCRPA, 10 c, 3 or 4 as well as 9 or 5 – my opinion; 
 
Anyone have comments or want to make a motion; 
 
Mr. Coyne – I will support if smaller within sign band;  
 
Ms. Conley – same; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – what do you mean 
 
Mr. Coyne – smaller font and fits in sign band; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – if you want us to be within band, 18 inches height and width; I have no problem with; 
shrink down we can do; 
 
Ms. Vistein – if you shrink down letters in name to 6 ; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – I wouldn’t object; this application was to make area nicer on Court Street, not for me 
getting more business; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – we are proud of the buildings here and we are here to protect them;  
 
Mr. Coyne – smaller band – smaller letters; 
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Mr. Bertuccio – trying to match neighbors and get from point A to point B without creating a problem; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the composite material there, is it shiny, matte;  
 
Mr. Rama – gloss 
 
Mr. Van Vorst – not a fan of gloss, looks dirty as soon as it rains; matte would work better; 
 
Mr. Coyne – I make a motion not to exceed 18 inches wooden band – letters portion smaller – size with 
a matte background 
 
Ms. Vistein – second the motion 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         5 Coyne, Wagner, Conley, McCobb and Vistein 
No    1 Van Vorst 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Martins 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – can we work on this now; 
 
Mr. Goode – you can work on but not put up prior to the resolution being approved; the resolution will 
be on the next agenda for August; 
 
Mr. Bertuccio – thank you; 
 
Old Business 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – old business, the Half Mile of Horse Art Walk is well underway and will be on display 
next week – August 1, 2022 located between Throckmorton and Spring Streets on Main Street; County 
Fair starts Wednesday; 
 
Councilman Reich - Old Freehold Day – Saturday August 6, 2022 
 
Ms. Wagner – there is a new boutique, anyone know anything about – located across from 
Rita’s/Firehouse was a nail salon; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – Councilman Reich will you check with code enforcement; 
 
New Business 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – nothing else;  I’ll make a motion to adjourn; Ms. Conley seconded; All in favor, aye 
(all) – nay (none) 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Dominica R. Napolitano 


