
FREEHOLD BOROUGH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 12, 2022 
 

MONTHLY MEETING  

The monthly meeting of the Freehold Borough Historic Preservation Commission was held on Monday, 
December 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building.   

Chairwoman Brianne Van Vorst stated that this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open 
Public Meeting Act, by providing a copy of the agenda to the official newspaper and posting same on 
the official bulletin board of the Municipal Building.  

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT   Ms. Brianne Van Vorst 
PRESENT   Mr. Kevin Coyne 
ABSENT   Mr. Gregory Clark 
PRESENT   Ms. Barbara Wagner 
PRESENT   Ms. Emily Conley 
ABSENT   Ms. Amanda McCobb 
PRESENT   Ms. Kristin Martins 
PRESENT   Ms. Diane Vistein 
 
Councilman Adam Reich was present  
Matthew Goode, Esq. – Borough Attorney was present 
 
Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 3 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Approval of the minutes October 24, 2022 
 
Mr. Coyne made a motion to approve the minutes; Ms. Wagner seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         5 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, Conley and Vistein 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and McCobb 
 
Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Carnegie Library, 28 ½ East Main Street – Courtesy Presentation of Construction Project 
Mr. Coyne recused himself 
 
Kathy Mulholland – Library Director - 705 First Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712; for the record, the 
name of the library is Freehold Public Library – it is a Carnegie Library but not the name; library has not 
change since construction of 1903/1904 with exception of small porch in the back in the 1980s and some 
interior painting and paneling; fundamentally it is the same building as when built; earlier days no 
concern of ADA compliance; any stair access is a general barrier not only for people with disabilities 
but for people that have young children; every single of the entrance of the library has stairs and there is 
no way around that; the back yard is the only wheelchair accessible entrance; with the NJ Library 
Construction Bond Act we are able to make interior and exterior modifications; 
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Any questions; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – where are the renovations taking place; 
 
Ms. Mulholland – on visible renovation to the front of the library facing north on E Main, really won’t 
be visible; the front stoop is narrow band of stone at the top is being extended and be reconstructed 
further into the plaza area and the bricks named will be redistributed; hand rails are old pipe and will be 
replaced with actual hand rails; otherwise the front of the building there is no change; lighting in the 
foyer will be updated to have emergency lighting; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – Board questions; 
 
Councilman Reich – ramp in the rear bricks go all around; 
 
Ms. Mulholland – the brick neo classic look – try to match but difficult to match 100 year old brick; 
there will be period reminiscent lighting off the back; addition to the back includes an elevator structure 
will have a mimic brick wall, better feature to maintain symmetry of the Georgian neo classic style; we 
will lose two windows, one will become a door the other is where the elevator is going and also access 
from inside upper level; close representation if this was done in 1903/04;  
 
Steve Gallo – Business Administrator, 611 18th Avenue Lake Como – you have not ask why we did not 
come to the HPC earlier; this should have come to this board for review and unfortunate the project has 
been years in the making; waiting for funds from the library bond act, on the ballet about 4 to 5 years 
ago; during that time frame the ordinance has change and would have been my responsibility to come 
before you to cast in stone to get the HPC opinion; this might have been a big problem if Kathy were not 
diligent trying to maintain the historical nature of existing structure; I did want to apologize for not 
coming to you and appreciate that the design seems to be satisfactory and look forward to having this 
gen preserved for another 100 years or more; important part of our community and worth the investment 
that we are making in it; Kathy has done a good job with how the public reacts to dealing with libraries 
and the direction of the board, maintained and moved into the future in terms of the access for the 
public, technology, offerings to the community of all ages; our library is dynamic, changing to 
accommodate people with disabilities as well as outdoor activities; thoughtful project and appreciate 
your consideration; 
 
Kathy Mulholland – the back garden of the library is named after the Appleyard family who was killed 
in a car accident, it is a memorial project – the Appleyard Family Reading Garden; and we are going to 
maintain and a boy scout eagle project, Native New Jersey Plants Garden; those two features are more 
recent and will be maintained with some modification to space; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – historic building become old buildings if they are not relevant; updating for all is a 
good thing, I am happy with this project. 
 
Thank you; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any old business, hearing none 
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Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – New Business 
 
Request for modification, Resolution for HBA-22-00024, DeLaLuz Property LLC, Cesar DeLaLuz, 
Location 57 South Street. 
 
If you all remember we saw this applicant, originally was porch application and turned into something 
bigger; this board was accommodating; the applicants attorney emailed Dominica about the windows 
which is in your packets – asking to do something different than the resolution allowed. We had two 
options, true divided light window or window restoration and the applicant has said that the price has 
increased dramatically to be excessive and can they change their option;  
 
We are here tonight to see if the board will entertain or if needs full board review; 
 
Ms. Conley – no this is not accurate pricing wise, this is absolutely absurd;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – what is your opinion beside pricing, changing from true divided light to something 
less; 
 
Ms. Conley – we need to get a simulated divided light for a fracture of the cost; if cost is his concern he 
should price shop; no absolutely not 
 
Councilman Reich – the difference is the grills on the outside or inside and not entertaining as a third 
option; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – my biggest concern is that the other option was the restoration of the original windows 
and does not seem to have been entertained; it is possible and could be done for the reasonable amount 
of money; 
 
How do you want to proceed with this – counselor what are our options; 
 
Matt Goode, Esq. - Borough Attorney – you can say we are accepting this application as submitted and 
modify the resolution or if you want to amend you need to come back to the board; 
 
Mr. Coyne – asking Ms. Van Vorst if she could direct them to a restoration specialist;  
 
Ms. Wagner – I was researching window today for a client – varying of pricing; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – I am understanding the board would like to see the applicant look at restoration, 
different pricing or if not and want to change they need to come back; Dominica you will reach out to 
the attorney; 
 
Ms. Napolitano – yes;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any other new business 
 
Councilman Reich – Human Relations Commission with support of HPC and Recreation is doing a 
walking tour Sunday Dec. 18 at 3pm begins at First Baptist Church and on to Faith Tabernacle, New 
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Beginnings Agape, Freehold Jewish Center and Bethel AME with ending at Cross Roads at St. Peters;  
other than that, enjoy time with your family and happy new year; 
 
Mr. Coyne – working with Nolan Higgins on getting historic signs and plaques and getting money from 
the Centennial; 
 
Mr. Gallo – also NPP (Neighborhood Preservation Program)  -  we have also been approved to receive 
three historic markers for buildings on the registry and fourth one coming;  
 
Mr. Coyne – my friend wrote a book about the history of baseball in the borough – great Christmas gift; 
Baseball Is In My DNA; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – I am giving a lecture at the Baptist Church on January 12, 2023 about stain glass in 
Freehold – not an HPC related event just an event of the history of this town; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any other comments from the board 
Any comments from the public; 
 
Ms. Napolitano – January 23, 2023 is the next meeting date; 
 
Mr. Coyne – made a motion to adjourn; Ms. Van Vorst seconded;  
 
All in favor, aye (all) – nay (none) 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:27p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Dominica R. Napolitano 


