
FREEHOLD BOROUGH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2023 

 

MONTHLY MEETING  

The monthly meeting of the Freehold Borough Historic Preservation Commission was held on Tuesday, 

September 26, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building.   

Chairwoman Brianne Van Vorst stated that this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open 

Public Meeting Act, by providing a copy of the agenda to the official newspaper and posting same on 

the official bulletin board of the Municipal Building.  

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT   Ms. Brianne Van Vorst 

PRESENT   Mr. Kevin Coyne 

PRESENT   Ms. Barbara Wagner 

ABSENT   Ms. Amanda McCobb 

PRESENT   Ms. Kristin Martins 

PRESENT   Ms. Diane Vistein 

ABSENT   Mr. Tim McCorry 

 

 

Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

Approval of the minutes from August 28, 2023; 

 

Ms. Vistein made a motion to approve the minutes; Ms. Martins seconded; 

 

ROLL CALL 

Yes         4 Van Vorst, Coyne, Martins and Vistein 

No    0 

Abstain   1 Wagner 

Disqualified 0   

Absent  2 McCobb and McCorry 

 

Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

Application HBA-23-00018, Applicant Freehold Bank, Location 68 West Main Street, request cover 2 

chimneys with vinyl siding;  

 

Salvatore Alfieri, Esq, Alfieri, Cleary, Giacobbe Jacobs – on behalf of the applicant, Freehold Bank; I 

have tonight 4 members of the bank to testify after I defer to the attorney; 

 

Matt Goode, Esq. Borough Attorney – I am not sure how this board can possible vote on this; vinly is 

specifically barred by Redevelopment; I don’t think this board has the authority to say we are going to 

grant you a variance;  

 

Mr. Alfieri – we understand if this board does/can’t we are required to go to the Planning Board; 
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Mr. Goode – you can appeal this decision; not even sure the Planning Board can appeal; I will leave that 

to the Planning Board to decide; the Redevelopment Plan is quite specific and stating that vinyl is 

barred; 

 

Mr. Alfieri – we were told we had to come here, that is why we are hear; 

 

Mr. Goode – I will say that without coming here, you can’t appeal – this is the first step; the vinyl is up 

correct; first mistake; 

 

Mr. Alfieri – yes mistake, an oversight, thought it was an improvement, installed and here we are; no 

issue taking it to whatever agency we are required  

 

Ms. Van Vorst – any discussion here which can be provided to the Planning Board or no; 

 

Mr. Goode – no, a resolution will be provided to vote on that we are not able to do anything with this 

application.  

 

Mr. Alfieri – thank you; 

 

Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

Application HBA-23-00019, Applicant Main Freehold LLC, Location 54 West Main Street, request 

convert window to a door and masonry work;  

 

Vincent E. Halleran Jr., Esq.- on behalf of the applicant; I am here alone; spoke with contract, owner 

and architect; I am sure it will be an improvement, I’ll do my best to answer the questions; I do have the 

contractor’s number if we need to contact me tonight; 

 

Ms. Van Vorst – we will have several questions; first there is a zoning change - we switching from 

vodka to tea distillery; Any other changes to the plan; 

 

Dominica Napolitano – think they are keeping the vodka distillery and adding a business, tea distillery; 

 

Mr. Coyne – I think that is correct, adding a use, not changing use; 

 

Ms. Van Vorst – are they having people come in and out, the window to a door; any other exterior 

changes; I see masonry, what is the masonry improvement;  

 

Mr. Halleran – should I try to call them – do we need testimony; 

 

Mr. Goode – yes need testimony;  

 

Mr. Halleran – contacted the contractor – attempt was made to discuss, it was not successful 

 

Mr. Goode – advised we do not have proper documentation or plans and we will carry this application to 

the next meeting of October 23, 2023, requiring the applicant to submit any plans for the board to 

review; 

 

Ms. Van Vorst – we will want to know what all exterior changes are going to be and what materials they 

are using; lighting, masonry, window, door (all); 

 

Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 



 3 

 

Old Business: None 

 

 

Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

New Business: 

 

(1) Appointment of Tim McCorry to HPC Minor Work Committee to replace Kevin Coyne; 

 

Motion to approve by Kevin Coyne; seconded by Barbara Wagner 

 

Yes         5 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, Martins and Vistein 

No    0 

Abstain   0  

Disqualified 0   

Absent  2 McCobb and McCorry 

 

 

(2) Mayor and Council are working on Redevelopment and requested an HPC Redevelopment 

Subcommittee, would anyone be interested; 

 

Barbara Wagner, Kristin Martins, Diane Vistein and Brianne Van Vorst each expressed interest and 

would like to be on the subcommittee of the Redevelopment Committee; 

 

Motion to approve by Kevin Coyne; seconded by Brianne Van Vorst; 

 

Yes         5 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, Martins and Vistein 

No    0 

Abstain   0  

Disqualified 0   

Absent  2 McCobb and McCorry 

 

 

Ms. Wagner – can we discuss the racetrack; would like to put out there to the public a letter or 

something to see what people think about making the racetrack an historic site;  

 

Matt Goode – a poll; 

 

Ms. Van Vorst – my understanding is the HPC, needed to formally to ask the HPC, have a meeting, 

propose to Mayor and Council and have some documentation; also, I was under the impression that 

Amanda and Barbara were going to put together on that; submit to HPC for an upcoming meeting, we 

would vote on and then schedule to present to Mayor and Council; that is where I thought we were; 

 

Ms. Wagner – I thought there was a discrepancy with the Township; 

 

Mr. Goode – the Township seems to want to put on the State Historic Registry, where more controlling 

needing consent of the owner/property; this commission and Township are doing two different things; 

we can move forward, follow the steps as we did with creating the districts; essentially create a report, 

present to the body, vote to add to the Borough historic registry and if all agree, then present to Mayor 

and Council to add to the ordinance; 
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Ms. Van Vorst – Barbara, take what you and Amanda have created and send as a nomination as a 

historic site, she will notice the paper and owner/applicant and have a hearing; 

 

Ms. Van Vorst – any other new business; hearing none,  

 

Ms. Van Vorst made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Coyne seconded; 

 

All in favor, aye (all) – nay (none) 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:37p.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Dominica R. Napolitano 

 

 

 


