
FREEHOLD BOROUGH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13, 2023 

MONTHLY MEETING  

The monthly meeting of the Freehold Borough Historic Preservation Commission was held on Monday, 
November 13, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building.   

Vice Chairman Kevin Coyne stated that this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open Public 
Meeting Act, by providing a copy of the agenda to the official newspaper and posting same on the 
official bulletin board of the Municipal Building.  

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT	 	 	 Ms. Brianne Van Vorst 
PRESENT	 	 	 Mr. Kevin Coyne 
PRESENT	 	 	 Ms. Barbara Wagner 
PRESENT	 	 	 Ms. Amanda McCobb 
ABSENT	 	 	 Ms. Kristin Martins 
PRESENT	 	 	 Ms. Diane Vistein 
PRESENT	 	 	 Mr. Tim McCorry 

Mr. Coyne read Item No. 3 on the Agenda as follows: 

Approval of the minutes from October 23, 2023; 

Ms. McCobb made a motion to approve the minutes; Mr. McCorry seconded; 

ROLL CALL 
Yes        	 5	 Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Vistein and McCorry 
No	   	 0 
Abstain  	 1	 Van Vorst 
Disqualified	 0	 	  
Absent		 1	 Martins 

Mr. Coyne read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

Carnegie Library, 28 ½ East Main Street – Courtesy Presentation of Construction Project - add railing 
around rear ramp and front stairs requesting style and color (black or white); 

Stephen J. Gallo, Business Administrator on behalf of Carnegie Library; the library is just about 
complete with the updates; question for exterior railing, there is an ADA ramp at the rear of the structure 
with a slope that wraps around to the door and required to install safety railing; proposed is sturdy 
aluminum railing that is powder coated and the question is black or white; appreciate your advice in 
terms of color; also like to report the air conditioning units at the rear will be placed on the ground with 
appropriate screening;  



Ms. Van Vorst – the ramp is at the rear and comes to the front; also the steps look a lot different than the 
old steps, why is there so much concrete? 

Mr. Gallo – I don’t know;  

Ms. Van Vorst – the side portions, flat concrete they were brick like columns; 

Mr. Gallo – I don’t have an answer why more concrete; 

Ms. Van Vorst – board  

Mr. Coyne – I think I need to abstain on this, my wife is on the library board; 

Mr. McCorry – my first impression is to say white, it matches with all other detailing; walking 
downtown this evening, I notice the railings on a lot of the other buildings seem to be black; I have no 
issue with white, but the black may be hot in the summer; there is an existing railing on the side that is 
white; 

Mr. Gallo – the library director prefers white and everyone else prefers black; 

Ms. McCobb – my thought is go black, previous hand rails were black and fits with the history; 

Ms. Van Vorst – don’t think it will be hot; 

Ms. McCobb – I agree, I say black; 

Ms. Van Vorst – historically wrought iron is black and it would have been black; I am fine with black, 
the style, is there a preferred option; 

Mr. Gallo – not sure, flat top over balusters;  

Ms. McCobb – I say black, won’t see getting dirty and more esthetically pleasing;  

Mr. McCorry – keep in mind, there is top rail at 42’ high and hand rail at 36’ height; 

Ms. Vistein – I think black also, anymore white will be absorbed into the steps; 

Mr. Coyne – is there fence around the back;  

Mr. Gallo – I think there will be a fence will be there; they offer children programs and we see what she 
does at Borough Hall; 

Ms. Van Vorst – what we decide should carry with any and all fencing that is proposed to install for the 
library; the railing for the ramp and another fencing to be installed; 

Ms. Wagner – I think they should be black also, definitely won’t see the dirt as much; 
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Ms. Van Vorst – Tim, powder coat verse anodized; 

Mr. McCorry – it reads powder coat, but I can’t speak to that; 

Mr. Gallo – the weather may affect the anodization; important project, hope to finish before the year is 
out; we have learned a lot about the building during the project; this building had no foundation, we had 
to shore it up;  

Councilman Reich – powder coating is thicker and more cost effective than anodize; 

Mr. McCorry – there is an opening that was bricked in, at the existing window; how old is this and why;  

Ms. McCobb – elevator shaft; 

Mr. McCorry – why does it look like there was a window there; 

Ms. Mc Cobb – it is now the entrance, you can’t have an elevator with a window; 

Ms. Van Vorst – you can but need a back pan, that is what changed this;  

Mr. McCorry – that would have been a better option; 

Ms. Van Vorst – no one ask the window lady; 

Mr. McCorry – the back looks like it will be a great space, plans for shade; 

Mr. Gallo – we had to remove a few trees but landscaping will be planted and will be shady again in a 
few years; 

Ms. McCobb – maybe a patio table with umbrella in the rear for shade; 

Ms. Wagner – you may not have to wait, there are tree growers in NJ that you can purchase larger trees; 

Ms. Van Vorst – there may be trees available, from the Broad Street school; may need to be transplanted; 

Ms. Van Vorst – motion to advise the Borough the railing at the library be black and any future fencing 
match the railing in color and style; Ms. McCobb seconded the motion; 

Yes        	 5	 Van Vorst, Wagner, McCobb, Vistein and McCorry 
No	   	 0 
Abstain  	 1	 Coyne 
Disqualified	 0	 	  
Absent		 1	 Martins 

Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 
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Old Business 

Councilman Reich – HRC walking tour, our next meeting is Thursday, December 7, upstairs in the 
conference room, we invited Kevin and Nolan; Kevin unable to attend but sent us a list of more than a 
dozen locations that can be included in the tour; we will work with Nolan on a route and story behind 
and Diane will join us as the HPC liaison; we have decided to do after the library has reopened; looking 
to use the space as a final gathering location for the event; also we decided to do after the holidays, in 
the new year;  

Ms. Vistein – like to see historic signs along the way; 

Councilman Reich – that would be great, the commission does not have a budget; 

Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 

New Business  

Ms. McCobb – what is the ETA on the library;   

Mr. Gallo – supposed to be mid - November but pushed back because HVAC location and railings; 
hopefully in December; 

Ms. McCobb – when is Wreaths Across America;  

Councilman Reich – Wreaths Across America is Saturday, December 16, 2023 at the Elks; 

Ms. Van Vorst – anything else; 

Ms. Van Vorst made a motion to adjourn; Ms. McCobb seconded; 

All in favor, aye (all) – nay (none) 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:23p.m. 

	 Respectfully submitted, 

	 Dominica R. Napolitano 
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