
FREEHOLD BOROUGH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 23, 2023 
 

MONTHLY MEETING  

The monthly meeting of the Freehold Borough Historic Preservation Commission was held on Monday, 
January 23, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building.   

Matthew Goode, Esq., of Arbus, Maybruch & Goode LLC stated that this meeting was provided in 
accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, by providing a copy of the agenda to the official 
newspaper and posting same on the official bulletin board of the Municipal Building.  

Matthew Goode, Esq. preformed the oaths of office for members’ terms that expired at the end of 2022. 
Swearing into the Oaths of Office were the following members Ms. Brianne Van Vorst and Mr. Tim 
McCorry each for a three year term.  

ROLL CALL – members and consultants 
 
PRESENT   Ms. Brianne Van Vorst 
PRESENT   Mr. Kevin Coyne 
ABSENT   Mr. Gregory Clark 
PRESENT   Ms. Barbara Wagner 
PRESENT   Ms. Amanda McCobb 
PRESENT   Ms. Kristin Martins 
ABSENT   Ms. Diane Vistein 
PRESENT   Mr. Tim McCorry 
 
Councilman Adam Reich was present  
Matthew Goode, Esq. – Borough Attorney was present 
 
Borough attorney Matthew Goode.,  read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Reorganization for 2023 election of Chairperson 
 
Mr. Coyne made a motion to approve Ms. Van Vorst as Chairperson; Ms. McCobb seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         6 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Martins and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Vistein 
 
Ms. Van Vorst  - election of Vice-Chairperson: 
 
Ms. McCobb made a motion to approve Mr. Coyne as Vice-Chairperson; Ms. Martins seconded; 
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ROLL CALL 
Yes         6 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Martins and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Vistein 
 
Ms. Van Vorst  - appointing of Secretary: 
 
Ms. McCobb made a motion to approve Dominica R. Napolitano as Secretary; Ms. Martins seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         6 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Martins and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Vistein 
 
Ms. Van Vorst  - appointing of 3 Minor Work Committee Members: 
 
Ms. Van Vorst nominated – Ms. Martins 
Ms. Van Vorst nominated – Mr. Coyne 
Ms. McCobb nominated – Ms. Van Vorst 
 
Ms. McCobb made a motion to approve Ms. Martins, Mr. Coyne and Ms. Van Vorst as the Minor Work 
Committee members; Ms. Martins seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         6 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Martins and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Vistein 
 
 
Ms. Van Vorst  - establishing the 2023 meeting schedule: 
 
Ms. McCobb made a motion to approve the meeting schedule; Mr. Coyne seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         6 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Martins and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Vistein 
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Ms. Van Vorst  - resolution accepting the Borough attorney as legal counsel: 
 
Mr. Coyne made a motion to accept Mr. Goode for legal counsel; Ms. Van Vorst seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         6 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Martins and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Vistein 
 
Ms. Van Vorst  - approval of the minutes from December 12, 2022: 
 
Mr. Coyne made a motion to approve the minutes; Ms. Van Vorst seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         4 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner and Martins 
No    0 
Abstain   2 McCobb and McCorry  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  2 Clark and Vistein 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – Old Business: 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – it is time to revisit the Monument Area as a Historic District; last year we had a public 
meeting and meet with residents as a “grass roots” meeting and they have expressed interest in moving 
forward and would like to be on the February agenda; I would like to have Dominica do a public notice 
so we can have on the February Agenda. 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any other old business; - seeing none; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any New Business: 
 
Ms. Wagner – I would like to present the Racetrack on becoming part of the historic district or a 
landmark; I believe we will need to go to the Township, one corner is located in the Township; 
 
Mr. Goode – the Borough cannot designate areas outside of the Borough as historic district or landmark; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – can we designate what is in the Borough; 
 
Ms. Wagner – the corner (tripod) is mostly parking lot; 
 
Mr. Coyne – the Townships HPC actually designate properties as landmarks; 
 
Ms. Wagner – Mr. Goode are you able to write a letter requesting this from the Township; 
 
Mr. Coyne – if we can get the Township on board, then we could go as a united front to the Racetrack 
together advising we want to landmark Freehold Raceway; if you (Mr. Goode) are able to assist with the 
process and if we can designate Barbara as the point person; 
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Mr. Goode – I will discuss with the Business Administrator and Mayor and Council first; I figure out the 
best way to approach; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the historic districts have criteria, what we judge everything against, and the districts 
have a lot of architectural significance, this is historic in place where things have happened – an 
intangible; I think making that clear to the ownership is important; it is not the architectural fabric that is 
the primary focus, the actual racetrack; it is important for them to understand; it is not the roof we will 
be looking at, the track itself; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – after this, if you want to look at other landmarks that would be great; the commission 
will help with the reports;  
 
Ms. Wagner – hopefully they will be on board and we may get some residential homes in the area too; 
 
Mr. Coyne – maybe someone from the Township HPC can come to us and advise how they do the land 
marking, they have a specific procedure;  they have about 20 properties, not districts; Cheryl Polverino 
is who you can speak on the HPC; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the Neighborhood Preservation Program had given some façade grant money to a few 
local business to do some work; one was the Cigar Shop on South Street and they did a very good job on 
restoring the front of the building; I would like to ask you all to look and like to recognize them for all 
the work she did; she went above and beyond; historically appropriate, reinstated some transit windows, 
that is the kind of thing we are happy to support;  Dominica, can you make a certificate like you did for 
the NPP half mile of horses; 
 
Kevin Coyne – also may we have Council do a proclamation for Greg Clark, he was a founding member 
of the HPC and volunteered for about 20 years; I can write something up and send to Traci; 
 
Councilman Reich – suggests we do certificate of recognition and can continue to do when others make 
updates to their business; 
 
Mr. Van Vorst – I would like to welcome Tim McCorry, thank you for joining and look forward to 
working with you; 
 
Mr. McCorry – honor to be here, not sure who to thank for being here, excited to be a part of the 
Borough and the HPC; look forward to serving; I am an architect and a composer; I spent many years in 
Belmar, served on the planning board, founding chair of the arts council, involved in Belmar Elementary 
and in the 30 years in Belmar watched a smaller Borough struggle with façade improvement programs 
and NPP programs and excited to be in Freehold; I am here about 5 years and love the downtown. 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – if nothing further, any public have questions or comments; 
 
Chris Velasco – 3 Phyllis – meaning to come for a long time, interested in the history of the town; 
attended many historic tours; is all of Broad Street in a HPC district; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – there is a section, the area is listed on our website; 
 
Ms. Velasco – can you explain the inventory list – key, contributing and non-contributing; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the ordinance defines, level of importance, architectural, cultural, historical 
significance; who lived there, what happen there;  
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Ms. Velasco – using this with the ordinance I should be able to figure out; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – we can also designate or landmark things; we have stated the clock on the corner of 
Main and Court is “Key”; 
 
Ms. Velasco – so if they want to change; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any property in the HPC has to come to the board for review and Certificate of 
Appropriateness; 
 
Ms. Velasco – how does the street get to be HPC, does everyone on the block need to agree to be part of 
an HPC district; I want to understand; 
 
Mr. Coyne – this commission was formed in 2005 and only jurisdiction was the downtown business 
district, no residential properties and operated that way for about 15 years; last year the ordinance was 
amended and now a Certificate of Appropriateness is required and the residents of the Broad Street 
District came to us asking to have their residential properties as a historic district; it does not include all 
of Broad Street, all the properties are listed on the Boro website; this is a very new addition; we are 
advisory; if you remember the building next to Freemans, Christopher House, we voted against the 
demolition but the Council agreed to the owners taking down; Broad Street happen, that is the first time 
we have residential; now we are trying to get the Monument Area which is near the Court house also as 
a historic district; you mentioned Broadway and we are not sure how or why that happen;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the process is that once there is public interest, like Broad Street, we want to make sure 
that most everyone is happy, all in agreement; not everyone will be but we try; once this is on our 
agenda, a public notice is published and a mailing goes out; this way everyone is notified and people 
can’t say they were not informed; we hold a public hearing, then we recommend to Council and they 
hear also another opportunity for public opinion and then they vote; we do our research, we won’t’ just 
start designating historic districts if we aren’t aware of the public having any interest; 
 
Mr. Coyne – again we are advisory, what we say does not end here; matters go to Planning Board and 
Mayor and Council; if they reject what we recommend they need to provide a reason as to why they 
reject; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – if there are no other comments, I make a motion to adjourn; Ms. McCobb seconded; 
 
All in favor, aye (all) – nay (none) 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:37p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Dominica R. Napolitano 


