
FREEHOLD BOROUGH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF MARCH 27, 2023 
 

MONTHLY MEETING  

The monthly meeting of the Freehold Borough Historic Preservation Commission was held on Monday, 
March 27, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building.   

Chairwoman Brianne Van Vorst stated that this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open 
Public Meeting Act, by providing a copy of the agenda to the official newspaper and posting same on 
the official bulletin board of the Municipal Building.  

ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT   Ms. Brianne Van Vorst 
PRESENT   Mr. Kevin Coyne 
PRESENT   Ms. Barbara Wagner 
PRESENT   Ms. Amanda McCobb 
ABSENT   Ms. Kristin Martins 
PRESENT   Ms. Diane Vistein 
PRESENT   Mr. Tim McCorry 
 
Councilman Adam Reich was present  
Matthew Goode, Esq. – Borough Attorney was present 
 
Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Approval of the minutes February 8, 2023 
 
Ms. McCobb made a motion to approve the minutes; Mr. Coyne seconded; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         5 Van Vorst, Coyne, McCobb and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   2 Wagner and Vistein 
Disqualified 0   
Absent  1 Martins 
 
Ms. Van Vorst read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 
 
Application HBA-22-00023, Applicant Rama Ramachandran of Signarama for NJ Ramen d/b/a Ramen 
Nagomi, location 5 West Main Street, request to signage as is;  
 
Vincent E. Halleran Jr., Esq. – on behalf of the applicant, Rama Ramachandran; 
 
Matt Goode, Esq. – Rama Ramachandran, this is continued and you are still under oath; 
 
Mr. Rama – as suggested I looked at the camera that is there and it does not belong to the applicant and 
not sure who it belongs to;  we could not see the wires;  I had an electrician look at this morning and 
advised the same, there is a beam there and we cannot go through the beam, we can’t go through the 
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upper floor as that is another tenant; we did the best we could and the only thing is to leave as we have 
it;  
Ms. Van Vorst – what is in the soffit above; 
 
Mr. Rama – the bottom of the sign is at the bottom of the upstairs tenant, you can’t see where the upper 
level begins from the outside; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – did you speak with the upper tenant about the camera; 
 
Mr. Rama – no, but no point; the power supply would be upstairs; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – the sign is in their area, the camera is lower than the sign; 
 
Mr. Rama – the camera is lower than the sign but still belongs to them, not Ramen Nagomi; if I snake 
through it will probably go upstairs; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – if the camera belongs to the owner of the building then may not be an issue; 
 
Mr. Goode – you can’t force the upstairs tenant to take the wiring; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – I don’t think they really know where the wires go; Rama just said they don’t know 
where it goes; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – in this photo (A-4) where is the celling of Ramen Nagmoi; 
 
Mr. Rama – at the hole is where the finished ceiling is of Ramen Nagomi; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – so if you had put the conduit through the joist of the finished ceiling; 
 
Mr. Rama – we did not want to put a hole in the finished ceiling; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – it is sheetrock; there was no effort made to do what was originally proposed and now 
there is all this back pedaling to try to get us to agree to a bad design with a rat tail conduit;  
 
Mr. Rama – there was no other way; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – I don’t think so, no due diligence was done to move the camera or talk to the owner to 
see who it belongs to, if working, or  if anyone cares; last month your testimony was there sign is where 
it was to be in location with the other signs and it is not in line with the other signs; it is higher; any way 
you look at, it should be lower; I am leaving it to the board; Rama, you do a lot of work in town, we love 
your signs, you know what the expectation is;  
 
Mr. Rama – as a sign company I would prefer to do the way we suggested in application; I don’t want to 
have the hassle of coming here to review this again; time and money to come here, it doesn’t serve me; 
I have the best interest of the Borough and the business owner; 
 
Ms. McCobb – at the last meeting it was expressed that you would look into it being moved and you 
also mentioned painting the wire to disguise; was there any attempt; 
 
Mr. Rama – if the board wants me to I will;  
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Ms. McCobb – Ms. Martins suggested you look into if necessary; you did not; photo A-5 shows Aarzu 
with the black sign and black painted wire; 
 
Mr. Goode – you did not bring color sample as an option tonight; 
 
Mr. Rama – I can; 
 
Mr. Goode – you should have with you tonight, not at the next meeting; this was a suggested option for 
you to prepare for; 
 
Mr. Rama – we can paint, we can get colors; 
 
Ms. Wagner – you need an appointment to go upstairs; common sense tells us the camera that operates 
upstairs is the one to open the door, not this camera over here; this could possibly be removed, if you did 
the research to find out who it belongs to; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – thank you – if you inquired you may have removed and moved the sign down; 
 
Ms. Vistein – agree, the sign needs to be moved down; 
 
Mr. McCorry – A-2, interior photo; if you look above transient window, there is a small square box, 
looks to me by matching to A-4, could be the power line for the sign penetrates the exterior wall and 
goes to the box; if that is the case, then there must not be a steel beam there because that cable is going 
through it; there could be structure but looks like there is room; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – why do you think there is a steel beam there; 
 
Mr. Rama – when you bolt behind we could not penetrate any further; behind the sign itself; 
 
Ms. McCobb – do you know how far down the beam goes; how wide is the steel beam? 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – what is standard size Tim; 
 
Mr. McCorry –depends on rule of thumb is one inch per foot; 
 
Ms. McCobb – how wide is the sign; even if the beam is 24 inches, there must be room to move wire; 
 
Mr. Rama – because of finished ceiling we could not see what was blocking; 
 
Ms. Wagner – why not use the same feed as the exit sign; 
 
Mr. McCorry – what is the relation of the upper tenant floor to the windows; 
 
Ms. McCobb – Rama said the sign is level with Bella Bridesmaids floor; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – I was there in 2020 to purchase and if the bottom sign is at the floor there would be a 
box that would be about hip height; this could be done, the business is closed two days a week, won’t 
disrupt them; we carried another month to give you time to investigate; 
 
Mr. Rama – there is no room; do you have a scope camera to put into a smaller hole to look; 
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Ms. Vistein – where are the three lights wired through, power supply; 
 
Mr. Rama – we can’t use, power supply inside;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – you are capping them, where removed, right; Counselor;  
 
Mr. Goode – question to amend application for the way it was built or you can vote to approve or deny; 
if denied then in violation of C of A from last time;  
 
Mr. Halleran – or could he match the paint as recommend at the last meeting;  
 
Mr. Goode – that could be an option; 
 
Ms. McCobb – there is not enough evidence to show we can vote on an approval of the amended; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – I agree, we gave plenty of time to look into; 
 
Mr. Goode – Mr. Rama, you can see where this board is going; there are still questions and you can 
request we carry again;  
 
Mr. Rama – I will open the sheet rock and see what the possibilities are; if I see I can do it, should I or 
come back to the board; 
 
Mr. Goode – unless you are doing to the way it was approved the first time, then any additional work 
has to be amended and you come back to the board; 
 
Mr. Rama – if the wires are concealed go ahead; 
 
Mr. Halleran – if you comply with original approval rendering and resolution you can do the work; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – if the wires conceal and also the sign was lower in the original rendering / application; 
it was centered;  
 
Mr. Rama – I will cut an opening in the sheet rock, if able to get the wires behind the sign, I’ll do 
without coming back to the board; if I look and see not possible I will come back;  
Lowering the sign can be dangerous using the bucket truck, there is a traffic light there, people are 
coming fast there;  
 
Mr. Halleran – you are asking if you take care of the wire, are they ok with leaving the sign in the 
location it is currently; 
 
Ms. McCobb – if you are not able to move the wires, take pictures so we can see and bring a color match 
with you to match the paint with the building; 
 
Mr. Goode – if you are not doing what original application was which was approved by the Minor Work 
Committee any changes you need to come back; if you are doing exactly what was approved then you 
don’t have to come back; if you come back suggest have all possible items ready and prepared; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – lower and conceal wires; 
 
Mr. Rama – ok, thank you; 
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Mr. McCorry – painting of the wire is less acceptable in this application; the photographs you provided 
in other locations, it has to do with the feature; there is a break in the building façade, right at the point 
where the wire overlaps; I don’t know why there is a setback and brick course that runs, even if you 
paint to match the brick, it will always be off the façade, not consistent wall;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – anyone to make a motion to carry; 
 
Ms. McCobb – motion to carry one more time to allow Mr. Rama to investigate steel beam, sheet rock 
and all other items brought up today; Ms. Vistein seconded the motion; 
 
ROLL CALL 
Yes         5 Van Vorst, Coyne, Wagner, McCobb, Vistein and McCorry 
No    0 
Abstain   0  
Disqualified 0   
Absent  1 Martins 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any old business; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst –new business, Barbara Wagner; 
 
Ms. Wagner – introducing Cheryl Polverino, Freehold Township Historian 
 
Ms. Polverino – gave a copy of a book to Ms. Van Vorst;  
 
We are speaking about Freehold Raceway; a lot of information in that book;  
 
Ms. Wagner – start with a letter Mr. Goode, Esq. 
 
Mr. Goode – this commission has discussed making the Raceway a landmark, a portion of it is in 
Freehold Township; do we designate the entire area with township agreement; maybe a companion 
agreement/resolution; 
 
Ms. Polverino – this piece of land is in the township and is eligible for landmark status because of its 
history and we could combine with a letter from you and your Borough Administration; I don’t see how 
that would be a problem; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – does the township do individual landmark designations;  
 
Ms. Polverino – yes 
 
Ms. Van Vorst - follow same procedure as ours or not as long as we are able to do together; 
 
Ms. Polverino – if you use the historian resources report by Gail Hutton, that is what we use; the 
Raceway is not part of our historic resources report;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst - we have districts and not all properties are included; 
 
Ms. Polverino – we would have to right up a history of the racetrack; oldest in the state; betting began 
there, Stanley Dancer – all things that take precedents to make a site historic, it is all there; we have it in 
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writing; we don’t need the Gail Hutton report because we know this is part of and always was part of the 
Raceway; 
 
Mr. Goode – where is the line; 
 
Ms. McCobb – tiny corner on the track, not the building the track, near Route 9;  
 
Ms. Polverino – it is the site, from 1853 and almost continuous use; 
 
Mr. Goode – what is your procedure to declare a landmark; 
 
Ms. Polverino – I have to bring up at the next meeting that we want to do a designation of a site; we 
have never done this before, this is unprecedented; it would have to be a joint effort; you would need to 
send a letter to the township administrator, copy me, that you want to make historic site of Freehold 
Raceway; then state that part of the Raceway is in Freehold Township and we need a joint resolution to 
be done between the Borough and the Township; 
 
Mr. Goode – after your commission says they agree; would it then go to your Township Committee; 
 
Ms. Polverino – yes, then it would have an ordinance; 
 
Mr. Goode – similar to our process; 
 
Ms. Polverino – we just need you to send the letter of intent; but once this is all done, we would send to 
the State and goes on file with the State; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – we are doing at our local ordinance level, not at this point but our initial to the State; 
one step at a time;  
 
Ms. Polverino – once you make a historic landmark site, it is then recorded on both town register and 
State register; different than historic districts; landmark site declared to State, doesn’t have to be 
National Register;  
 
Mr. Coyne – we have districts with several properties, we do not have designated landmark sites;  
 
Ms. Van Vorst – want to make sure we do this right; 
 
Ms. Polverino – this gives you a step up, help save our sites; once I get the letter from you I will discuss 
with you; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – is this something the board wants to pursue; 
 
All (yes)  
 
Ms. Polverino – I don’t see a problem doing our piece, we have capability;  
 
Mr. Coyne – it would be new for us; 
 
Ms. Polverino – I marked in the book, read the history you meet a lot of the criteria and that is the only 
real thing you need to do; 
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Ms. Wagner – the 13 acres across the track that is ours but possibly easier to get granted if we leave that 
part of the Raceway out 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – similar to districts, boundaries; 
 
Ms. Polverino – originally was not a racetrack was a venue; so much history; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – thank you for coming and sharing; we will get you a letter; 
 
Mr. Coyne – you have 39 properties, 17 landmarked; what are the others; 
 
Ms. Polverino – they are privately owned; worried what could happen; they don’t understand;  
 
Mr. Coyne – so the landmark properties are not family owned; 
 
Ms. Polverino – some are because owners agreed; Forman Farm, 537; Saker property; and a few others; 
five others that we manage;  
 
Ms. Vistein – if both Township and Borough agree to landmark would a State application then become a 
joint application; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – probably, that makes sense; we would do together; 
 
Ms. McCobb – the Township portion is the corner by the bridge, about a quarter of the Racetrack itself; 
 
Ms. Polverino – anything else I can help you with please contact me; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – thank you; 
 
Ms. Van Vorst – any other business; hearing none will someone make a motion to adjourn; 
 
Ms.  McCobb – motion to close; Ms. Van Vorst seconded; 
 
All in favor, aye (all) – nay (none) 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:01p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Dominica R. Napolitano 


