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Freehold Public Library

Library Trustees Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 25, 2025; 7:03 p.m.
Frechold, New Jersey

732-462-5135

1. Call to order.

2. Roll call: (Trustees): Elisha Carter, Zahra Clarke, Jenny Conger, Margaret Rogers, Jack
Shea. Others: Kathy Mulholland (library director), Kevin Coyne, member of the public.

3. Opening Statement. “Notice of this meeting as scheduled has been provided as published
in the Trustees 2025 meeting schedule, as posted at the library facility, shared on the library’s
public calendar, various social media, and monthly newsletter, municipal offices of the Borough
of Freehold, and newspapers of record of the Borough of Freehold.” [N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (1973)]

4. Renovation Project Update by Anthony Maltese from Abbington Engineering (written
report). (Still needs paint corrections)

5. Reading and Approval of the minutes of the February 2025 meeting.
Motion to Approve made by: Jack Seconded by: Zahra
6. Correspondence: None

7. New business: Library closed on August 2 (Saturday) te have all available staff represent
the library at Olde Freehold Day. In event of weather cancellation, library will open as usual.

*Transgender Visibility Day: Council does not want event to take place. Some concerns
are safety and/or conflict. HRAC can’t be involved. The flyer needs to be withdrawn and
redistributed. After speaking with the Council the decision was made to cancel event. Jack,
Jenny, Zahra and Elisha said yes to having the event. Will have a special meeting (on March
31st) to get view points from other Trustees.

8. Purchase orders (see attached/linked ledgers)

2/21/2025 - 3/20/2025
[https://drive google com/file/d/I YDI3fkd?RzGIOSuwXhL, 1mYzpnSSLs323/viewusp=sharing]

Motion to Approve made by: Jack Seconded by: Jenny
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10. 0O1d Business:

11.  Director’s Update:
e “Statc Aid Report” (aka Annual Survey for 2024 data) submitted March 14, 2025
(on time). Survey data:
[hitps://drive. google.com/file/d/ T x TTyOyMES9dZ0z1INnPOgROPY -9 Hnzi/view?

usp=sharing]; Application, Accuracy Certification, Librarian Certificate:
[Lttps://drive.goegle com/file/d/1 57--9Xp35FwnCIWS _GouAj34K2ESMabL/view

¢

REPORTS:
° March’s newsletter; htips:/tinvurl.com/FPL-MARZS
] Library “door count” (recent dates to left on chart):

hitps://docs. goosle com/spreadsheets/d/ 1 ahdLE_vPc814VdwwY10iriNvzpedZ8x6ZkvarMdEi04/
gdit7usp=sharing
U Door count February: 1,663
. Computer users February: 218
L Physical material check-outs (“circs”) February: 388
L eBooks/downloadable audio via eLibraryNJ (Libby) February: 351
° Videos: Kanopy videos played February: 12; Access Video On Demand videos
February: 11
L Trustee training February: none reported.

12. Open to public discussion

*Kevin Coyne: Supports Transgender people but is worried about political ramifications
and the support for the library. The Historic Preservation Committee is worried about the shed.
Any permanent structure on a property has to go through the Committee. Kathy asked for
guidance from Steve and Matt Young. Kevin Coyne expressed concern about the restoration of
the Apple Yard Garden. He also submitted an article,

13, Adjournment.

Motion to Approve made by: Zahra Seconded by: Jack
Time:_8:24 p.m.

Next meeting: March 31, 6:30 p.m. (Special Meeting)

April 22, 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Elisha Carter




5125, 7:20 PM Mall - K Mutholland - Outlook

Y32 Outlook

As discussed.

Erom Steve Gallo <sgallo@freeholdboro.org>
Date Fri3/21/2025 5:.04 PM
To K Mulholland <kmulholland@freeholdpubliclibrary.org>

Dear Kathy,

Thic will serve to memorialize our recent conversation regarding the library’s “Transgender
Day of Visibility Event” wherein you advised of your plan to have a “volunteer” read 4 books
about being transgender to children.

| am concerned about using a public facility for such an event because of the precedent it
sets. While | do not support such groups, If we had a request from a member of the Ku Klux
Klan to read books about white supremacy to children how could you now not allow it? If a
Christian Nationalist group wants to read books about conversion therapy, what would be

. your reason for stopping them? Would you disallow a presentation by a group of Holocaust

' Deniers? Who now gets to decide what is permitted or not permitted? Once you allow one
such event, you can’t pick and choose or restrict access or use of the facilities based on
partisan or doctrinal disapproval of the user’s views. It is a slippery slope you have placed us
on.

You mentioned that the library board of trustees had voted on and approved the Transgender

event. May | receive a copy of the minutes of the meeting at which the event was discussed
and approved?

After discussing my concerns with members of the governing body and the borough attorney,
and to avoid a flood of requests for the use of public facilities for potentially controversial and
divisive events | feel it is in the best interest of the borough to cancel the “Transgender Day of
Visibility Event” scheduled for April 9. To this end, ! direct you to cancel said event.

Thank you,

Stephen J. Gallo, MSM, ARM, QPA
Business Administrator
Borough of Freehold, NJ

30 Mechanic Street, Freehold, NJ 07728
Voice; 732 462-4200

ittps:/foutivok.office 365 comimailid/AAMKADRMNTY ANG UZLWNINJINGJIRMS 1 hZTYxLTgzZmY 10WQ4MmMEzMWBGAAAAAAACXKCudosjdTpk i2md... 142
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ik eicatad 1o the
- -former Preghold ftamily of
- $okr who died In a car
crash in March.

By LOWM 2. ATNINS
PRESS FREEHOLD BUREAU

FREENOLD — Relatives and
friends of the Appleyard family may
never make sense of the auto acci-
dent thal killed the entire fomily Jast
March,

But they do hope thal a children’s
veading garden at Carnegie Library
in the name of the former Freehold
famity will help perpetuate the fami-
iy's commitment ta educatfon, chil
dren and helping others.

" can't- tlink of a betler long-
lasking gift we cquld give in their bey
half,” said Michdle' Zujkowsk, sister
of Joan A. Appleyard. "We all think

they're in 4 better place now and

we'ra trying to find some good in
ls tragedy so we're nol over
whelmed with grief.”

John A. Appleyard, 36, Joan A.,
35, and thels children, Robert )., 5,
and Tracey C. 21 months, all were
killed March 21 when their G
drifted Into & lane of oncoming tra-
ffic and collidad with a flathed trick
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