Freehold Public Library

Library Trustees Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, October 28, 2025; 7:00 p.m.
Freehold, New Jersey

732-462-5135

1. Call to order: 7:03pm

2. Roll call. Trustees: Elisha Carter (Superintendent’s Alternate, attended via Zoom), Zahra
Clarke, Jenny Conger (President), Jane Kaye (Vice President, absent/excused), Maureen
MacCutcheon, Magdalena O’Connell (Mayor’s Alternate), Jack Shea. Others: Kathy Mulholland
(library director, attended via Zoom), Margaret Rogers (Borough Council Liaison, attended via
Zoom).

3. Opening Statement. “Notice of this meeting as scheduled has been provided as published
in the Trustee’s 2025 meeting schedule, as posted at the library facility; shared on the librarys
public calendar, various social media, and monthly newsletter; municipal offices of the Borough
of Freehold, and newspapers of record of the Borough of Freehold.” [N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (1973)]

4. Reading and Approval of the minutes of the September 2025 meeting.
Motion to Approve made by: Jack; Seconded by: Maureen

5. Correspondence:
e Thank you card from Maureen MacCutcheon.
e Gift notification ($10,000) from Carnegie Corporation of New York:
https://mailchi.mp/a798f2c¢c74d0/10000-gifts-for-carnegie-libraries-join-andrew-c
arnegies-foundation-in-celebrating-nations-250th-anniversary?e=3135e8ecb2

6. New Business:
7. Purchase orders (see attached/linked ledger)
9/22/2025 - 10/23/2025 (Total POs for date range: $2,906.75)

[https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BGIT7THKUd9¢eR gpaKlxeortlixm2uOQuFj/view?usp=sharing]

Motion to Approve made by: Jack; Seconded by: Magdalena

8. Old Business:
Committee update: Maureen reports expecting to do a performance review of
library director in November.
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9. Director’s Update:

e Baker & Taylor company (our primary book supplier) is shutting down after
nearly 200 years of operation. We’re ordering books from Amazon temporarily,
and setting up a book lease subscription account with McNaughton (an entry-level
way to get processing on many of our new book orders). Ordering and preparing
books for circulation has become much more complicated and labor-
/time-intensive.

o “Owners’ Training” review of building systems by Slava and subcontractors on
October 1, 2025. Borough maintenance, Robert Lithow, and Kathy present.

e Getting locks rekeyed and awaiting contractor’s last little fixes (paint remediation,
mostly).

e Garden update (meeting Friday, 10/24/2025 at 3 p.m.).

e Penguin visitor from Jenkinson’s on 10/14/2025 a huge hit.

e Return of pop-up food pantry with Yuvraj’s Neighborhood Food Pantry (an effort
started by his brother prior to our renovation shut-down; prior to that, a 4-H club).

REPORTS:
° October’s newsletter: https://conta.cc/484hOUm
° Library “door count” (recent dates to left on chart):

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdLE vPc&t4VdwwYI10irINvzpedZ8x6Zky4rMdEi04/

edit?usp=sharing

Door count September: 2,485

Computer users September: 217

Physical material check-outs (“circs”) September: 444
eBooks/downloadable audio via eLibraryNJ (Libby) September
Digital checkouts via Comics Plus September: 16

Videos: Kanopy videos played September: 24

Access Video On Demand videos September: 1

Trustee training since last meeting: none reported

10. Open to public discussion

11. Adjournment.

Motion to Approve made by: Jack; Seconded by: Maureen

Time: 7:42pm

Next meeting: November 18, 7:00 p.m.

Submitted by Elisha Carter



