The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Tuesday,
January 16, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building.

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public Meetings
Act).

Chief Dispenza opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of
silence. Mayor Kane asked that Police Officer Ian Crawford, who is being deployed, be
remembered and kept in our thoughts and prayers.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT MAYOR KEVIN KANE

PRESENT COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO
PRESENT COUNCILMAN FRIEDMAN

PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN
PRESENT COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH

PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN MARGARET ROGERS
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows:

“Swearing In and Oaths of Office: Police Department Chaplains:
Rev. Ronald Sparks
Imam Omer Kadri”

Mayor Kane explained the Monmouth County Prosecutors Office has been working with
the Freehold Borough Police Department to establish department Chaplains. He introduced
Pastor Lyddale Akins, from the Monmouth County Prosecutors Office who detailed the program
and its growth throughout the county. Pastor Akins and Chief Dispenza accompanied Mayor
Kane as he administered the Oaths of Office to Rev. Ronald Sparks and Imam Omer Kadri.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows:

“ Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring Officer
Sean Healey on the Occasion of His Retirement from the Freehold Borough Police
Department.”

Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer:

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FREEHOLD HONORING OFFICER SEAN HEALEY ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT FROM THE FREEHOLD BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT.



Mayor Kane read the Resolution and presented it to Officer Healey who was joined by his
family.

Councilwoman Shutzer thanked Ptl. Healey for his loyalty and commitment to the
Borough and expressed appreciation for his family’s commitment and thanked them for
supporting him while he protected the community. She offered him best wishes on a long,
healthy retirement.

Councilman DiBenedetto congratulated Ptl. Healey for his service to Freehold Borough
and admired his ability to defuse situations. He wished him a happy and healthy retirement.

Mayor Kane thanked Ptl. Healey and congratulated him.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows:

“Presentation: Freehold Borough Police Department.”

Lt. Colaner explained the Unit Citation presented to the Detective Bureau. Det. Sgt. Reiff,
Det. Hobbs, Det. Schwerthoffer and Det. Hernandez were honored for Operation Surfs Up. Lt.
Colaner detailed the partnership with the FBI Jersey Shore Safe Streets Task Force and noted this
was the top investigation in the history of the Freehold Borough Police Department regarding
narcotics, seizing approximately 230,000 decks of fentanyl-laced heroin, 2 kilograms of cocaine
and approximately $360,000 US currency. Lt. Colaner stressed the teamwork not only in the
Detective Division but the assistance from the Patrol Division as well.

Councilwoman Shutzer stated the police department is second to none and thanked them.

Mayor Kane congratulated the Detectives and Officers.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows:

“Workshop Discussion.”

Mayor Kane explained Workshop Discussion will be on all agendas moving forward and
how Councilmembers can have an item added to the agenda.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows:
“Administrator’s Report.”

Mayor Kane explained this new item on the Agenda.



Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo, reviewed recent activities for the month. He stated a
developer was selected for the Hometown Redevelopment Project and agreements are being
negotiated with properties in the area. Mr. Gallo stated proposals will be reviewed after that. Mr.
Gallo detailed the KFM development project on Court Street. He provided an update on 200 Park
Avenue, which is a result of Builders Remedy Lawsuit, noting the water and sewer connections
are being examined by engineers from both sides and there is no word on groundbreaking.

Mr. Gallo stated the Starbucks on South St. and Park Ave is anticipated to open in the
spring. Mr. Gallo reported a redevelopment study of the former Nestle property has been
completed and the study will be moving to the Planning Board for them to consider making a
declaration of an area in need of redevelopment. He stated there are some brownfields issues,
Nestles is the responsible party and has been engaged in remediation since the 1980°s. Mr. Gallo
stated there is daily interest in the property and Nestle has been approached about giving the
properties on Jerseyville Avenue and Parker Street as well as the lot they own on Fourth Street to
the Borough for recreational purposes. Mr. Gallo reported Disability Allies owns a vacant lot at
25 West Main, is interested in developing the property as a living/working location for people
with disabilities, a coffee shop on the first floor that will employ the residents and allow them to
become self-sufficient. He stated the owner is in negotiation with contractors to construct the
project.

Mr. Gallo reported bids came in high for the Walkways to Bus Station and Pedestrian
Safety, noting this evenings Resolution to reject all bids and authorize a rebid with deductive
alternates. He stated a grant was received from NJ DOT to resurface Lloyd Street and the project
is scheduled to be completed over the summer of 2024. He announced Throckmorton Street has
been redesigned and is ready to go to bid which includes milling and resurfacing of the roadway
from the Borough limits to Monmouth Avenue and picking up again from Main Street to South
Street. Mr. Gallo stated NJ DOT funding for Bond Street and Liberty Street was received to mill
and resurface portions. He explained after the engineer is chosen, that project will be completed
during the summer as well.

Mr. Gallo stated there is a lot of work planned for the parks. He reported Lake Topanemus
Commission received a grant from DCA for $50,000, which was used to install exercise stations
at the park as well as site work. He reported engineers are working with contractors on Liberty
Street Park Phase I. He described the work to be done once the weather breaks in the spring. He
then explained funding received for Liberty Street Park Phase II including inclusive play
equipment. Mr. Gallo announced Green Acres funding for Musgrave Park and the plan to apply
for County Open Spaces for the match so the rehabilitation of the park is done at no cost to the
tax-payers. Mr. Gallo announced Court Street School received $50,000 from DCH Recreational
Improvement Program and will be used to upgrade the HVAC system and Hot Water Heater. Mr.
Gallo explained DEP’s funding through Jake’s Law and the inclusive equipment planned for
Lenoir Park. Mr. Gallo announced receiving $117,000 from County Open Space Program for
minor improvements to various parks. He explained the items were approved through
Participatory Budget Projects and will be done in the spring.

Mr. Gallo explained how now that a developer is designated and a source of funding can
be identified to pay for the acquisition of the property and construction of the new Public Safety



Facility the project can move forward. He expects the next step to be hiring a professional who is
skilled in developing public safety facilities and having a series of meetings with both fire and
police departments. Mr. Gallo announced additional funding was received for the Colaner
property on Throckmorton St and explained the funds will be used for remediation. He provided
an update on the Library renovation. Mr. Gallo stated the Lake Topanemus Water Quality Study
is complete and grants are being sought to pay for some of the equipment recommended to
address the algae. Mr. Gallo explained funding is being sought for digital file storage and the
updates to Spatial Data Logic to generate reports on productivity and response times as well as
introducing new modules. Mr. Gallo stated he’d like to recodify the Code Book and get it on line.
He announced the Personnel Policy Manual will be overhauled. Mr. Gallo stated work continues
with Flowbird on outstanding parking issues and announced an upcoming meeting with the
businesses to get their feedback and address their concerns.

Mayor Kane stated this report, a recap of the prior month, will be on the second meeting
of each month.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows:

“CONSENT AGENDA — Note: Matters listed under the items of “Consent Agenda”
are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1)
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately.

CR-1 Authorizing an Extension Request to the NJ Dept. of Transportation for LA-
2021 SST Freehold Borough Walkways to Bus Station 13.

CR-2 Rejecting All Bids Submitted for the Freehold Borough Walkways to Bus
Station 13 and Downtown Freehold Pedestrian Safety.

CR-3 Authorizing Execution of an Amendment to the Borough’s Recreation Open
Space Inventory.

CR-4 Authorizing the Execution of Professional Services Agreement with Water
Resource Management.

CR-5 Qualifying Firms for Professional Services Contracts — 2024.

CR-6 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for Financial and Management
Consulting Services — Government Strategy Group.

CR-7 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for Forestry Consulting
Services — Shelterwood Forest Managers, LLC.

CR-8 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement to Provide Consulting Services
for Grant Writing — Millennium Strategies, LLC.



CR-9 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement to Provide Planning Services
Beacon Planning and Consulting Services, LLC.

CR-10 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for Special Labor Counsel -
McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC.

CR-11 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for Special Litigation
Counsel/COAH — McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC.

CR-12 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for Special Redevelopment
Counsel — McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC.

CR-13 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for Housing Rehabilitation
Program Services — Community, Grants, Planning & Housing, LLC.

CR-14 Authorizing the Filing of Assessor’s Tax Appeals, Answers, Counterclaims,
Appeals and Cross Appeals in Tax Matters on Behalf of the Borough of
Freehold.

CR-15 Personnel/Committee Actions:
a. Appointment of Grace Quinlan, as a member of the
Freehold Fire Department Junior Firefighter
Program effective January 16, 2024.

CR-16 Applications:

a. Casino Night, Freehold Soccer League, 3/23/2024, 70 East Main Street,
6:00 PM -12:00 AM.

b. Massage Therapist License, Yinglan Nan, 18 Throckmorton Street.

c. Massage Therapist License, Catherine Pei, 18 Throckmorton Street.

d. Massage Therapist/Establishment License, Jilong Zhao, Royal 7 Spa,
18 Throckmorton Street.

e. Massage Therapist/Establishment License, Xiuhua Yu, Magic Fingers,
25 Broad Street, Unit 10A.

f. Massage Therapist/Establishment License, Shuzi Zhang, New Hands
Healing, 20 Jackson Street, Ste. D.

g. Massage Therapist/Establishment License, Kaleria Gribtsov, Freehold
Body Care, 8 Court Street.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolutions and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman Reich:

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-1 through CR-16.



On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows:
“Approval of Bills.”

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Jordan:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on
the attached list in the amount of $899,755.00 be paid as presented.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain Jordan(01819 & 01821); absent none. Mayor Kane declared
the motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows:
“Public Comments.”

Ms. Christine Gregory, West George Street, thanked the Police Department who assisted
her at her crossing guard location after a storm took down the utility pole. She also thanked the
out of state utility companies that worked there for several days. Ms. Gregory announced the
passing of her friend who was struck by a car and killed on Route 9.

Ms. Claire Rand, 69 Enright Avenue, explained water issues her street has been having
including discolored water, staining clothes and appliances, pets are sick and have passed away.
Ms. Rand asked what a bi-directional flush means and asked for transparency as many residents
are purchasing filters for their water.

Councilwoman Shutzer stated they are aware.

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo stated a bi-directional flush is scheduled for the
upcoming week. He explained the high iron content is not in the system but in the underground
pipes in this area. He described how the flushing will be done until it runs clean and will be
repeated running water in the opposite direction to scour the pipe of iron particulates. Mr. Gallo
stated surveys were sent to all homeowners in the area and noted not every resident is
experiencing a problem. He offered assistance with stained laundry and stated this is a top
priority and everything that needs to be done will. He stated relining is an extreme measure but if
it is needed, it will be done.

Councilwoman Shutzer stated there was a big meeting recently with the engineers, the
water plant, the Administrator and DPW and everyone is aware and working on it.



Ms. Rand, ask if they will be they notified in advance of the bi-directional flushing.
Mr. Gallo responded yes, there will be flyers put out and a robo-call to the area.

Mr. Nicholas DePasquale, 66 Enright Avenue, stated his two dogs had diarrhea until he
took them off tap water and put them on bottled water. He stated the veterinarian confirmed high
iron in water can cause diarrhea. Mr. DePasquale stated he also has rust stains on his clothing and
toilets. He stated many of the residents are older and may not have filled out the survey. Mr.
DePasquale reported some residents have had pets that have died.

Mr. Gallo stated higher iron content is not good for dogs. He confirmed the water has
been tested and has not exceeded the acceptable limits for DEP and EPA standards.

Councilman DiBenedetto excused himself at 7:23 PM due to a schedule conflict.

Mr. Ryan Rand, 69 Enright Avenue, stated he works in the field and wants everything to
be transparent. He stated he has been told the issue was his hot water heater, when its not. He
asked that proper notice to the flushing be given so they are not doing laundry as they have
already have hundreds of dollars’ worth of clothes ruined.

Mr. Gallo stated the problem will get solved.

Ms. Colleen Cashman, 65 Enright Avenue, explained her cat is sick and several neighbors
have pets that have died. She explained she’s lived in that area since 1970 and has never had a
problem until now. She explained the water smells like it comes from a well and there is a lot
illness in her house. Ms. Cashman stated residents don’t want to be sick and if it doesn’t get fixed
she’s taking it to the EPA and DEP.

Mr. DePasquale stated they have been in the Borough since 2017 and he’d like to see a
Senior Center opened in the Borough.

Councilwoman Shutzer stated if we could, we would.

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call, Council Members Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its
adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent DiBenedetto. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows:

“Council Reports and Comments.”



Councilwoman Shutzer stated she is aware of the water issue and wants everyone to get
home safely.

Councilwoman Jordan thanked Ryan Rand for help with the Recreations Basketball
Program. She stated the water concerns were heard.

Councilwoman Rogers congratulated Officer Healey on his retirement and Detective Unit
on their great work. She reported the MLK service at Bethel AME was powerful and was glad to
attend. She announced the Court Street School Foundation will hold a Roaring 20°s fundraiser on
5/11. Councilwoman Rogers announced Shade Tree Committee will meet at Court Street School.

Councilman Reich congratulated and welcomed the Police Department Chaplains and
congratulated Officer Healey on his retirement. He reported the free Rabies Clinic is 1/27 at the
Fire House and the Human Relations Advisory Committee is moving the walking tour back to
coincide with the re-opening of the library and better weather.

Councilman Friedman stated over the next few weeks he will be meeting with his assigned
Department Heads to get an understanding of the operations and see what can be approved.

Mayor Kane thanked everyone for coming. He stated the water issue on Enright Avenue
will be taken care of. He stated it will be very cold this week and encouraged everyone to be safe.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows:

“Adjournment”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers.

On roll call Council Members Friedman, Jordan, Rogers, Reich and Shutzer voted its
adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent DiBenedetto. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
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CI L. DIBENEBRETTO, RMC
BOROUGH CLERK
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