The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday,
February 5, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building.

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public Meetings
Act).

Chief Dispenza opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of
silence for Adele Zerilli Springsteen, long-time Freehold Borough resident and proud mom of
Bruce Springsteen.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT MAYOR KEVIN KANE

PRESENT COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO
PRESENT COUNCILMAN JEFFREY FRIEDMAN
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN
PRESENT COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH

PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN MARGARET ROGERS
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows:
“Municipal Citation: Eddie & Dawn Palmer.”

Councilwoman Shutzer introduced Eddie and Dawn Palmer and explained how they
assisted a gentleman who had fallen in the Market Yard Parking Lot, and how they quietly left
when the ambulance came, never seeking thanks or accolades. Councilwoman Shutzer proudly
presented the Palmers with a Municipal Citation and thanked them on behalf of the family and the
Governing Body.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows:

“Workshop Discussion:
Communications and Public Relations.”

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo explained proposals were received from companies
offering to raise the Borough’s communication and generate a monthly newsletter as well as assist
in providing guidance with social media communications. He stated the proposed fee is
$1,500.00 per month and is on the agenda for discussion.

Councilwoman Shutzer asked can the cost be justified when there is so much talent on
staff, if it can be done in house.

Mr. Gallo replied it needs to be done with regularity, takes the pressures out of staff daily
life. He explained how each department would contribute articles and be an improvement from



the current one page newsletter. Mr. Gallo stated he would sign off on the final version prior to
release. He stated the proposal includes an electronic monthly newsletter as well as a quarterly
printed newsletter mailed out and additional consulting services are available for PR and Press
Releases and crisis spokesperson.

Councilman DiBenedetto asked if Committees and Commissions could contribute to the
newsletter as well as the Fire Department and First Aid Squad.

Mr. Gallo responded yes. He explained it is a lot of leg work which drives the price. He
noted it is a yearly contract with a 14 day opt out if not happy and no limit on posts.

Councilman Friedman stated it seems currently this is more than a part-time job and if
money spent on staff is equivalent to the cost of this contract, which would free up staff to focus
on what they are best at doing.

Councilwoman Rogers stated the residents express they don’t get information and this is
an important step to make local government transparent and get the information to the residents so
they know what is going on. She is concerned that all residents are considered and various
platforms are used.

Councilwoman Jordan asked if this company guarantees they can build upon the currently
used platforms.

Mr. Gallo replied they will develop a strategy that will be executed once agreed upon.
Councilman Reich asked if office space is needed.

Mr. Gallo replied no.

Councilwoman Jordan asked to see a detailed proposal.

Mayor Kane stated there is tremendous value, consistent messaging going out and it works
well in other municipalities. He stated he thinks it will be great for Freehold Borough.

Councilwoman Rogers stated while it seems like there is a high cost attached to it, in the
long run it will be beneficial because the information will go out in the right way and having the
widest reach.

Mr. Gallo added it can always be cancelled with two weeks’ notice.

Councilwoman Shutzer and Councilwoman Jordan expressed concern about the cost.

Mr. Gallo explained he will try to get more information for the next meeting.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows:



“Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting December 18, 2023 and Reorganization
Meeting January 7, 2024.”

Councilman Reich offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by
Councilwoman Jordan.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its
adoption; opposed none; abstain Friedman (12/18); absent none. Mayor Kane declared the
motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows:

“Public Hearing: Application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection Green Acres Jake’s Law Funding Program for Lenoir Park Inclusive
Playground Improvements Project.”

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo stated: “We are in the midst of an aggressive effort
to rehabilitate all of our parks in town. The next park up for funding is Lenoir Park, which is over
on Lenoir Avenue. We are looking to replace the play structure with a new play structure that
would be financed with a grant from New Jersey Green Acres Jake’s Law Funding Program. Jake
was a young boy who had certain disabilities and he used to go to the playgrounds and watch the
other kids play and asked his mom, why can’t I play. He was in a wheelchair and he wasn’t able
to get onto the equipment. There have been some great advances in playground equipment and
modernization that make these facilities accessible to all children, with disabilities, without
disabilities. They are safer. They are much more creative, there are a lot of interesting
components that are involved. We asked our engineers from Abbington Engineering, Steve
Kiselick and Anthony Maltese, to look at the available equipment and come up with a design so
we could get an application in. The next step is for us to have a public hearing to tell the public
what we are trying to do. The idea is that moving forward all of our playgrounds would have
inclusive equipment so that all the children in the community can take advantage of it.

Generally speaking, the funding for this would pay for 75% of the cost and we would have
to make up the other 25% . But, what I have been doing is getting a match either through the
county Open Space program or through the Community Development Block Grant Program.
Which essentially means the playground equipment will be upgraded and improved at no direct
cost to the Borough taxpayers. At this point, I’ll turn it over to Anthony and Steve to talk about
what we are looking at for this particular park.

Mr. Steve Kiselick, Abbington Engineering presented plans and stated: “I wanted to show
you the location if everyone is not familiar with the location. The location is on Lenoir Avenue
which is a short street bound by Stokes and Ward. It is about a half a block long and what is
unique about this park is that most of the equipment is what they call all inclusive. Meaning
many of the children with disabilities can use it and kids of all ages can also have fun with it. For
instance, the swing, the dad sits on the swing and child sits in a high mounted seat that is like a
ride a Great Adventure, where the child can hold on and the parent is right in front of him. All of



the equipment is at the same level as wheelchair so it makes it easy for the kids to transfer. We
introduced another piece of equipment which is a wheel, where someone in a wheelchair can
mount on it and spin around just like a carousel. Another piece of equipment is sensory. They
can climb on it and press things to generate sound. In the very center of the park, which is a large
playground structure, it can be accessed by someone in a wheelchair, has a decorative brand and a
lot of sensory touch pads. If the kids are shy and don’t want to be part of mayhem of the
playground, they can go under a little shelter and separate themselves from a lot of activity.
These are not exclusive to kids with disabilities, all children will have fun on it. So that is what is
unique about this park. As Steve said, the law was passed by Governor Murphy a few years ago
called Jake’s Law and they are trying to promote the development of these kinds of parks
throughout the state and the funding is Green Acres. Are there any questions?”

Mr. Michael Faccone, 18 Dogwood Lane asked: “Is the equipment American Disability
Certified and what company puts it out?”

Mr. Kiselick replied: “Game Time, which is a Play Corp. company. I like to use Game
Time. They are a local manufacturer and we have a lot of their equipment all over town so if one
piece breaks down we can interchange some of the equipment from the same source. We’re not
going out to the mid-west to a factory, it’s a local company.”

Mr. Faccone asked: “Is the company American Disability Certified and how long have
they been in business?”

Mr. Kiselick responded: “I would say over 30 years.”
Mr. Faccone asked: “Where are they located?”

Mr. Kiselick responded: “Wall Township. On Route 35 in Spring Lake Heights, mailing
address is Wall Township.”

Mr. Kiselick turned the plans around to show Mayor and Council. He stated: “This was
the location and what you see, the outer line that you see in blue is poured in place rubber. You
see them doing this a lot to basketball courts and tennis courts and the thickness of the rubber
depends on the fall height of the piece of equipment. This exhibit is the various pieces of
equipment. This was the one where a child can get in this and twirl around. This, if they want to
separate themselves from all the activity, they like the shelter. This is what they call the wave
climb. This is like a spinning see-saw. This is the swing where the parent can sit and face the
child and they are all at a height that is easily transferable to a wheelchair. Or as with this piece
of equipment, the wheelchair can just ride up into it. It can also access up a ramp to the big center
piece. This is some of the different types of equipment we had. Kids of all abilities, that word
inclusive is kids of all abilities. All kids will have fun with it.”



Mr. Faccone asked: “Is there another park besides, the chart on their website, where we
can actually go and see the equipment?”

Mr. Kiselick responded: “I will ask them where a local park would be. Again, they are a
local company and they will give me some names that I can give to Mr. Gallo.”

Mr. Faccone asked: “None on hand right now?”

Mr. Kiselick stated: “None that I am aware of right now.”
Mr. Faccone asked: “After 30 years in business?”

Mr. Gallo stated: “This is relatively new Mike.

Mr. Kiselick stated: “This was a recent law passed by Governor Murphy that is a few
years old. Jake’s Law, that park is located in Cherry Hill. He was a child that had a heart
condition and he had rehabilitation in that park.”

Mr. Faccone said: “Thank you, that is exactly what I need.”

Councilwoman Shutzer stated: “Lots of people think the park is part of Kingsley and
owned by Kingsley, but it’s not. It’s ours.”

Mr. Kiselick stated: “Yes, it’s bounded on three sides by Kingsley Square and we’ve
provided handicapped parking right at the entry. If no one is familiar with it, it has a beautiful
stonewall that separates it from Lenoir Avenue and it’s a nice location and it will get plenty of use
based upon its location.

Councilwoman Jordan stated: “This grant goes along with the Mayor’s Wellness
Initiative for inclusive healthy communities. We have another partner in town that we are
working with that we got a grant from the Department of Disabilities that is helping people with
disabilities gain access to healthcare and this is just an extension of our commitment to making
our community exclusive to all. It’s a great opportunity.

Mr. Kiselick stated: “I will provide Mr. Gallo with other locations.”

Mr. Gallo stated: “I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge Councilmember Jordan’s
fierce advocacy for these types of improvements and I know the rest of the Council supports this
as well.”

Mayor Kane asked if there were any other comments from the public.

Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded



by Councilwoman Shutzer:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows:

“Resolution Authorizing Application to the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection Green Acres Program.”

Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Rogers:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION GREEN ACRES
PROGRAM.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows:

“Resolution Recognizing February 2024 as Black History Month in the Borough of
Freehold.”

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Shutzer:

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY 2024 AS BLACK HISTORY MONTH IN
~ THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows:
“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/1 to Amend and Supplement
Title 15 “Buildings and Construction” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold Amending

Jurisdiction of Sign Committee.”

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilman Reich:



BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/01 to Amend and
Supplement Title 15 “Buildings and Construction” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold
Amending Jurisdiction of Sign Committee” be, and same is hereby approved on the first reading;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on March 4, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week of
said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members of
the general public who shall request same.

Councilman Friedman stated this makes the sign application process cleaner and easier,
noting a procedural checklist with a clear process of how a sign gets done and the appeal process
if needed is being worked on.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/2 Vacating a Paper Street
Known as Hampton Avenue.”

Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/2 Vacating a Paper Street
Known as Hampton Avenue” be, and same is hereby approved on the first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to
publish said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final
passage after public hearing at a meeting held on March 4, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the
week of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to
members of the general public who shall request same.

Councilwoman Shutzer explained it is a street named on paper only, not a physical street.

Mr. Gallo stated Hampton Avenue is at the end of Institute Street before the Nestle
property, on paper only.

Councilman Friedman asked if a street was there, would that make it accessible to any
buildable lots.



Mr. Gallo explained when a street is vacated, the property is given back to the two
adjacent property owners. He noted the Borough owns the last two lots on the left hand side and
the addition of the paper street would make them buildable lots that can be sold.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows:

“CONSENT AGENDA - Note: Matters listed under the items of “Consent Agenda”
are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1)
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately.

CR-1 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement to Provide Risk Management
Services — Fairview Insurance Agency Associates, Inc.

CR-2 Authorizing an Overpayment Refund: 69 Dutch Lane Road.

CR-3 Authorizing an Overpayment Refund: Block 85, Lot 14, Orchard Street.

CR-4 Authorizing and Providing for the Issuance and Sale of $16,535,000 Bond
Anticipation Notes of the Borough of Freehold to the Monmouth County

Improvement Authority, and Determining Various Matters in Connection
Therewith.

CR-5 Authorizing Issuance of Employee Parking Permits.

CR-6 Authorizing Change Order No. 3 to the Contract with Shorelands
Construction, Inc. for the Freehold Borough Public Library Remediation.

CR-7 Authorizing Execution of GIS Data Exchange Agreement with MRRSA.
CR-8 Authorizing LEW Environmental Regarding Lead Evaluation Services.
CR-9 Approving the Neighborhood Preservation Program Implementation Plan.

CR-10 Authorizing the County of Monmouth Mosquito Control Division to Conduct
Aerial Mosquito Control Operations within the Borough of Freehold.

CR-11 Accepting the Mayor’s Nomination and Appointment to the Freehold
Borough Board of Health:
a. Alexis Goodman (term expiring 12/31/2026)



CR-12 Confirming Appointments to the Board of Recreation Commissioners:
a. Wendell Everett (term expiring 12/31/2025)
b. Victor Conover, Sr., Alt. 1 (term expiring 12/31/2027)

CR-13 Personnel/Committee Actions:

a. Appointment of Illya Makatsarya, as a member of the
Freehold Fire Department Junior Firefighter
Program effective February S, 2024.

b.  Approving leave of absence without pay for Freehold Borough

Municipal Court employee Jeanne Howlett, effective on February 1,
2024 with an estimated return date of March 29, 2024.

c. Appointment of Sheila Wilson as a Part Time Violations Clerk for the
Freehold Borough Municipal Court, effective February 5, 2024.

CR-14 Applications:

a. Taxi Driver License, Kevin Velasquez.

b. Taxi Driver License, Asael Velasquez Cruz.

c. Taxi Driver License, Michael Beierschmitt.

d. Massage Establishment License, Chrystal Therapies, 90 West Main St.,
Ste. 9.

e. Massage Therapist License, Li Chang Zhu, 20 Jackson St., Ste. D.

f. Canning License, Knights of Columbus Council 1672, 4/20/2024, 9:00

AM to 1:00 PM, East Main St./Center St./Spring St./Broadway and
Main St./South St.

g. Juneteenth Festival, 6/9/2024, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM, to be held on Main
Street between Court St. and Throckmorton St. ¢/o Monmouth
County Diversity Alliance

h. Raffle License #4-24, Freehold Elks Lodge, Merchandise Raffle,
10/19/2024, 73 East Main Street.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Reich:

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-1 through CR-14.

On roll call, Council Members: Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its adoption;
opposed none; abstain DiBenedetto (CR-13), Friedman (CR-14); absent none. Mayor Kane
declared the motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows:

“Approval of Bills.”



Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Jordan:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on
the attached list in the amount of $4,651,640.79 be paid as presented.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows:

“Redevelopment Presentation:
Block 62 Lot 23.01 & 24

38 East Main Street

Auto Pro Collision, LLC”

Borough Attorney, Matt Goode explained the applicant is back because of an addition
error in the Ordinance, not because of any changes to the application. He detailed everything that
has already been approved and stated the applicant is seeking approval for 210% increase of
footprint vs. the 190% approved last year. Mr. Goode stated the applicant is present for any
questions.

Borough Engineer, Anthony Maltese explained in the Core Zone Regulation, the wording
of the Ordinance in regards to footprint and floor area ratio (FAR). He suggested redefining the
FAR and Footprint expansion to be two certain numbers or have one single number.

Mr. Goode stated it was decided the FAR would be eliminated.

Mr. Salvatore J. Alfieri, attorney for the applicant confirmed the plans for the building did
not change, there was a table with incorrect calculations in it. He stated the overall plan is not
changing.

Mr. Maltese added the original building approval was 13,000+ and the second round 9,952
and the third round is 10,897 so it is still 3,000 less than the original approval.

Mr. Goode explained the steps and process for the application if approved, going to
Planning Board and Historic Preservation Advisory Commission.

Councilman Friedman stated he was opposed, the expansion of non-conforming uses
downtown is not a good idea, but decisions were made prior to him being on Council so he will
approve it.

Councilwoman Jordan asked if there was an elevator and questioned the ADA bathroom
on the second floor.



Architect, Greg Clark stated there is no elevator and explained the ADA ordinance which
does not require an elevator for a mezzanine.

Councilman Friedman confirmed no cars will be parked in the Market Yard.

Mr. Goode explained everything that was previously approved and allowed for is the
same.

Councilman Reich stated applicants need to abide by the Ordinances as written and stop
shifting Ordinances. He stated the Redevelopment Entity needs to make clear determinations so
as projects move forward to the Planning Board there is a clear definition as to what the
Redevelopment Entity is looking for.

Councilman DiBenedetto asked if there is a fire system.
Mr. Clark explained the fully monitored system.

Mr. Goode stated at the next meeting there will be a Resolution approving the expansion
recommending the change as well as the Ordinance to send over to Planning Board.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows:
“Public Comments.”

Mr. Michael Faccone, 18 Dogwood Lane, stated Kathy Mulholland from the Library does
an amazing job with her newsletter and suggested having library staff work on the Borough
newsletter to save money and bring people into the library as well.

Mr. Luis Estevez, 136 Robertsville Road, Freehold Township, asked for an update on the
County’s offer for a security assessment survey on Lake Topanemus Park.

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo replied the County Park Director has not responded
to his call.

Councilman DiBenedetto stated the Freehold Borough Police Department put cameras up
and explained he is speaking to Freehold Township Committeeman Thomas Cook to come up
with a solution.

Mr. Estevez asked what evidence was seen on the camera tower as there was clear
evidence of people being in the park after dark; trash, used condoms, liquor bottles, etc. He
stated this has been going on for years with no resolution. Mr. Estevez stated the Lake
Topanemus Park Commissioner disrespects the residents. He stated he attended a meeting and
the Commissioner told him, “I was here long before you came along”. Mr. Estevez, stated length
of residence does not carry any weight and no one will tell him where he belongs.



Mr. Chet Wysocki, Lafayette Court, Freehold Township, recapped what has been
happening in the area over the last few years including; robberies, break-ins, vehicles vandalized,
vagrants living in a shed, people shooting heroin and leaving needles, sex in cars, someone
sleeping in his boat, garbage and liquor bottles thrown on the street. Mr. Wysocki stated people
walk into the woods and even caught people roasting a pig. He stated Freehold Township has
collected furniture from inside the park and there is graffiti on the trees. He stated cars are parked
after hours and he has reported all of this to both the Township and Borough Police. Mr.
Wysocki stated the park has gotten worse and he is tired of the slander.

Mr. George Kasternakis, 134 Robertsville Road, Freehold Township, asked when the
parking lot is going to be closed because it is not a really a parking lot. He stated he’s lived there
for 37 years and it is not an approved lot. He stated the people that drive to the park can drive to
the other side. He explained what goes on during the day, loitering, drinking and smoking pot
and then driving, all of which are illegal. Mr. Kasternakis explained cars pull in and out all night
long. He stated he’s called the police but hesitates because of retribution. He explained he’s put
up lights on his property as a deterrent, but twice they have been vandalized. He stated it is only
6 parking spots and does not know why this area cannot be closed. He feels if the Robertsville
Road parking lot is closed the lawless citizen will go somewhere else, but the law-abiding citizen
will drive around to the park entrance. Mr. Kasternakis stated Freehold Township designated
Robertsville Road as a rural road and the statute says there is no parking a rural road so the
parking there is not legal. He stated it is going to get worse and it is not safe for the public or for
his three daughters that sometimes come home late at night.

Councilman DiBenedetto stated the graphics on the trees have been taken care of. He
asked if Mr. Kasternakis has approached Freehold Township about closing the parking lot. He
asked the Borough Attorney who has jurisdiction.

Borough Attorney, Matthew Goode responded Lake Topanemus Commission because it is
part of the park property.

Mr. Kasternakis stated he would like to know who makes the decision, if it’s the Borough
or Township.

Mr. Wysocki stated there is not a problem at the Pond Road entrance because there is a
locked gate at night compared to Robertsville Road which is open 24/7. He described how people
walk right up the back path to the woods that back up the Lake Drive, with no way to secure it.

Mr. Gallo stated he met with residents a year ago and the Borough Engineer drew up a
plan to renovate the parking lot which included gates that would close at night and the residents
said they did not want that. Mr. Gallo stated that could be revisited. He pointed out the park is
for everyone and accessibility to parks is an important component of parks, noting not all
residents can make it to that area of the park if they park on Pond Road. He stated the Borough
invests a lot of time and money, as well as volunteer hours on the park. He acknowledged there is
an issue but despite how the residents feel, it has nothing to do with the park. Mr. Gallo noted
many of the concerns raised tonight happened a block or two away and do not fall under the



umbrella of the Lake Topanemus Commission. He stated modifications can be made, but closing
that end of the park will mean there will be people that won’t be able to use it.

Councilman DiBenedetto stated the Commission works very hard and everyone needs to
work together. He stated he has talked to Township Liaison and they will consider everything
that was said and come up with a solution.

Mr. Roger Kane, 111 South Street, stated he is a Lake Topanemus Commissioner, he
introduced other Commissioners present. Mr. Kane stated this issue has been going on for several
years and he respectfully disagrees with Mr. Esteves, stating at no time was he disrespected. Mr.
Kane stated it is a police problem. He said people legitimately use the Robertsville Road parking
lot, noting he has been around 83 years and that lot has always been there. Mr. Kane thanked the
Borough for grants and announced the fitness equipment that recently installed. He stated people
use the park because it’s peaceful and they feel safe. He stated residents should be at the
Township complaining because the Township does not do anything.

Mr. Esteves stated he has years of disparaging comments from Roger Kane to the
residents.

Mr. Wysocki stated he has emails of Mr. Kane’s remarks and Mr. Gallo has seen them.

Councilwoman Shutzer explained when her opinion differs it is not disrespect; it is her
right to say what she thinks. She said she is not here to defend Roger Kane or anyone else, she is
doing what she feels is right as a Councilwoman. Councilwoman Shutzer addressed Mr.
Wysocki, stating she previously told him she would no longer read his emails because of his
disparaging comments, noting they have agreed to disagree. She stated she was elected by the
town to do what she thinks is honest and fair and right, which is what she does and says.

Councilwoman Shutzer read the following:

“Through the years, I have read every word of every letter, email, and text, and I have
listened to every single thing that has been said about Lake Topanemus. I have done so with an
open mind and a real desire to fix whatever may be wrong there. In matters that are controversial
I never accept someone else’s word as fact-I do my homework and my own investigation. So
here is what I found. Any reaction I have or any decision I help make will be based on my own
investigation and observation and not on someone else’s interpretation of what is going on there
and of what should be done.

Currently there seem to be three issues at the park: the quality of the water and
landscaping, vandalism within the park and a desire by some homeowners to close the
Robertsville entrance. We have addressed the ecological issues by hiring a company for testing,
and we had a public meeting during which the representative of that company fully explained the
report. I think we were all pleasantly surprised that we are in a better condition than generally
thought. We are addressing the reports of vandalism within the park and of the reports you have
given us, by appointing an officer to oversee this investigation and by deploying our big camera
and other investigatory measures which are now ongoing. It was regarding the last issue to which



I take great exception and for which I conducted my own little amateur investigation. First, a
little history. Several years ago, we received letters from two residents, who have spoken here
tonight, asking us to close the Robertsville entrance to the park. In July of 2021, those residents
appeared in front of us again asking us to close that entrance. Additionally, they made several
entreaties to the Township Committee regarding the same issue. One of the Committee members
from the Township even came with them to our meeting imploring us to close the entrance. Their
complaints were so intense that I was appalled by what they seemed to be going through and their
accusations of how this was so profoundly affecting their quality of life, so I went about my own
fact-finding mission. From July 21, 2021 through August 31, 2021, I went to the Robertsville
entrance, parked my car and observed two different times every day and sometimes three and four
times. NO ONE knew I was doing this, NO ONE asked me to do it, and NO ONE knew that I
intended to say anything tonight. Thoughts, observations, and conclusions are mine and mine
alone. So if you want to attack someone, you attack me because this is my work. If you want to
say that I am being disrespectful, say it.

I went to the park at various times between dawn and dusk BECAUSE the time between
dusk and dawn is all covered by ordinance and posted laws. (Councilwoman Shutzer showed
pictures of the posted signs). If all of these stories are true and there is trespassing, drug deals,
littering, parties, loud noise, late-night parking, etc. going on there in opposition to the laws that
are posted, why have the police not been called every time? Why do we hear all of this in
retrospect when there is nothing we can do about it? When I asked this questions before, I was
told something that was echoed tonight, that the residents were afraid of retribution. As far as I'm
concerned, that’s a cop out with which I am not impressed. If the residents are not willing to call
the police every time they have evidence of something going on when it’s going on, then they
have no one to blame but themselves for not being part of the change they are demanding. I kept
notes of what I observed including date and time of the visit, number of cars parked, number of
people there, activity of those present, litter, etc. (Councilwoman showed her notebook and read
several examples of her notes) I visited the park a total of 64 times and stayed a total of 15-30
minutes each time. I saw a beautifully-maintained park which is being used as it should be used.
I saw individuals and families of all ages and ethnicities walking, running, walking dogs, pushing
babies in strollers, bicycling, reading, and/or relaxing in cars. I talked to two different older
walkers and asked them if they felt safe there and if they had ever seen anything nefarious going
on in the park. They both told me that they were frequent visitors to the park and that they felt
perfectly safe. Iasked them what they thought of closing the Robertsville entrance, and both of
them reacted with dismay as to why that would be done and both told me they would have to stop
using the park if that happens.

Furthermore, during my 64 visits, I saw a total of 162 vehicles only 3 of which were from
out of state: 2 from NY and 1 from PA. I saw very little trash including several cigarette butts
during my first visit. Other than that, on various days I saw two crushed water bottles, 4 pieces of
paper by a trash can, | Wawa Styrofoam cup, 1 crushed Coke can, 1 tissue, 1 paper napkin, and 1
Dunkin Donut bag. I saw DPW personnel cleaning and mowing on several visits and I saw police
officers driving out of the park twice.

With all of this said, I will share several of my conclusions and one recommendation.



1. Irealize that I did this 3 years ago, and there are those who will say that it is outdated
and that things have gotten worse. So when the complaints started to reappear, I
started my visits again. After a few visits, it became clear that my research is just as
relevant today as it was then, I stopped.

2. I could not be more proud of this little piece of heaven called Lake Topanemus Park
and of the opportunities it affords the residents who use it.

3. Icould not have more respect and appreciation than I do for the commissioners who
freely give of their time, knowledge and talents to keep this park going. Thank you.

4. I cannot agree with the residents who are complaining. I really went into this looking
for a problem so that we could fix it, but I didn’t find one. In many ways, they are
preaching to the choir with me, because I live on State Highway 33 across the street
from Freehold Raceway. There have been lots of time things have happened in my
yard and around my house, but at no time could I ever, without a shadow of a doubt,
say well that’s coming from the clientele at the racetrack. You cannot imaging some
of the things I find in my yard, including condoms, some of the traffic and noise issues
with which I deal, not to mention stray knocks on my doors, dirt, dust, blaring car
radios, speeding, etc. BUT, I have not complained to anyone about that BECAUSE,
the day I signed the papers to buy the house, THE HIGHWAY AND THE
RACETRACK WERE BOTH THERE AND I KNEW EXACTLY WHAT THAT
MEANT. Do you get what I am saying? The wishes of a few homeowners who
bought their homes knowing that that is a park, and everything that goes along with
that, do not trump the thousands of people who use, respect and enjoy this beautiful
oasis.

5. To expect people to walk from the Pond Road entrance to the Robertsville entrance in
order to use the track is too ludicrous to address.

I do agree with one recommendation. A couple of years ago, a councilman made this
recommendation and I completely agree. I did not ask for his permission to share his name, so I
won’t. I think we should search for a grant or some other way to pay for an expansion and an
improvement of the Robertsville entrance.

There are many here who will disagree with my words, and that is ok. Quite frankly, I
don’t do what I do and say what I say so that people will like me, or, in other words, I don’t care.
Whether you agree with my study or not, I am being 1000% honest. I am committed to it. I blow
smoke to no one. I am absolutely committed to no one except the residents of Freehold Borough.
It is in my nature to say and do what I think is right and good and fair. I am committed to seeing
the ecological report followed. I am committed to cleaning up any illegal activity going on inside
the park whether it is before or after dusk. I am just as committed to keeping the Robertsville
entrance open and possibly improved. And I am committed to giving my support to the
Commissioners of Lake Topanemus.”

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilman DiBenedetto:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.



On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows:
“Council Reports and Comments.”

Councilwoman Shutzer announced the 2023 McGackin Award winners; Lynn Reich-
Volunteer, Marianne Earle-Businesswoman and Food Safety Net-Organization. She stated the
date of the dinner is May 17" at the American Hotel.

Councilman DiBenedetto thanked everyone for attending. He congratulated the Lake
Topanemus Commission for their recent work at the park.

Councilwoman Jordan announced the launch of the Recreation Basketball League. She
stated Recreation Commission is bringing the Eater Bunny to Freehold on 3/23 at 11:00 AM and
gave an update on the Library construction and upcoming soft opening.

Councilwoman Rogers read the Black History Month Resolution and importance of
recognizing the achievements of black Americans. She stated she is greatly offended by the term
“illegal” which was used during public comments, explained why and expressed the need for
respect and communication. She added she is not in favor of closing the Robertsville Road
entrance. Councilwoman Rogers announced the Court Street School Educational Foundation is
holding their annual Black History event on 3/9.

Councilman Reich thanked Councilwoman Rogers for reading the Resolution and echoed
her sentiments for people in our community. He thanked the McGackin Award Committee for
honoring Lynn Reich. Councilman Reich announced the Human Relations Advisory Committee
will postpone their walking tour until the spring when the library is open. He explained residents
that are feeding a cat colony must register with the Monmouth County SPCA. He announced the
Juneteenth Gala is 6/23 and the Spooktacular My Bloody Valentine Dance is 2/10.

Councilman Friedman encouraged residents to look at Neighborhood Preservation
Program and all the wonderful things the program does, through grants money. He thanked
coordinator Dominica Napolitano. He announced the Freehold Borough Arts Council St.
Patrick’s Day Parade is 3/17.

Mayor Kane thanked the Lake Topanemus Commission for all of their hard work and
stated that entrance will not be closed, suggesting the parking lot be enhanced and made it better.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows:

“Resolution Authorizing a Meeting Not Open to the Public in Accordance with the
Provisions of the NJ Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b)(5), purchase, lease or



acquisition of real property with public funds.”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman Friedman:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE NJ OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS

ACT, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (B)(5), PURCHASE, LEASE OR ACQUISITION OF REAL

PROPERTY WITH PUBLIC FUNDS.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor and Council entered into Executive Session at 8:38 PM.

Mayor and Council returned from Executive Session at 10:03 PM

Mayor Kane read Item No. 18 on the Agenda as follows:

“Adjournment”

Councilman Reich offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers.

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Rogers, Reich and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
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