
The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday, 
March 4, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building. 

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been 
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 197 5 ( Open Public Meetings 
Act). 

Captain Steppat opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of 
silence. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 

MAYOR KEVIN KANE 
COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 
COUNCILMAN JEFFREY FRIEDMAN 
COUNCIL WOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN 
COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH 
COUNCIL WOMAN MARGARET ROGERS 
COUNCIL WOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Workshop Discussion 
Spatial Data Logic." 

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo, gave a brief presentation on accessing Spatial Data 
Logic through the Freehold Borough website. He demonstrated how residents could log a 
complaint or concern and follow the progress of the complaint through its completion. Mr. Gallo 
stated it is a useful tool that is available 24 hours a day, noting it can be expanded to other areas. 

Councilman DiBenedetto encouraged residents to provide as many details as possible 
when reporting an issue, to help provide a resolution sooner. 

Councilwoman Jordan stated it is a powerful tool for the residents. 

Councilman Friedman suggested adding in instructional video to the website. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Approval of Minutes: Council Meetings February 5, 2024, February 12, 2024 and 
February 20, 2024." 

Councilman Friedman offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by 
Councilman Reich. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 



voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/2 of the Borough of 
Freehold, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey Vacating a Paper Street Known as 
Hampton Avenue. 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/2 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no comments. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman Reich: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/2 OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD, COUNTY 
OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEW JERSEY VACATING A PAPER STREET KNOWN AS 
HAMPTON A VENUE"," be and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers, and 
Shutzer voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the 
motion adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/4 Amending and 
Supplementing Chapter 10 (Vehicles and Traffic). 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/4 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no comments. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan: 



RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Joran: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/4 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 
10 (VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC)," be and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 

"First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/5 to Exceed the Municipal 
Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)." 

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Reich: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "First Reading and Introduction: ORDINANCE #2024/5 TO EXCEED THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)," be, and same is hereby approved on the first reading; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage 
after public hearing at a meeting held on March 18, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week of 
said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk's office to members of 
the general public who shall request same. 

Councilwoman Rogers explained this is a standard procedure authorized by the state, until 
the final budget is created. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane stated CR-4 will be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 



"CONSENT AGENDA- Note: Matters listed under the items of "Consent Agenda" 
are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1) 
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If 
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately. 

CR-1 Authorizing Payment of Funds Collected on Behalf of the Special 
Improvement District. 

CR-2 Authorizing a Grant Application through NJDCA Local Recreation 
Improvement Grant Program. 

CR-3 Authorizing the Discharge of a Mortgage Re: FBHRP 11-117. 

CR-5 Awarding a Contract to Precise Construction, Inc. for Walkways to Bus 
Station 13 and Downtown Pedestrian Safety. 

CR-6 Revised Resolution Authorizing Application to the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection Green Acres Program. 

CR-7 Authorizing Agreement with the County of Monmouth. 

CR-8 Authorizing an Emergency Temporary Appropriation of Funds for 2024. 

CR-9 Confirming Personnel Appointments/ Actions: 
a. Approving maternity leave of absence for Freehold Borough 

Municipal Court employee Kelly McCann, effective on March 4, 2024 
with an estimated return date of August 26, 2024. 

b. Retirement of Detective Richard Schwerthoff er from the Freehold 
Police Department, effective March 1, 2024. 

CR-10 Applications: 
a. Taxi Driver License, Braulio Cortez. 
b. Taxi Driver License, Arturo Enriquez. 
c. Taxi Driver License, Cecilia Tellez Flores. 
d. Taxi Driver License, John Mann. 
e. Precious Metal License, Joyeria Latina, 57 Throckmorton Street. 
f. Sidewalk Cafe License, Don Pepe Peruvian Restaurant, 32 West Main 

Street. 
g. Sidewalk Cafe License, Federici's Restaurant, 14 East Main Street. 
h. Sidewalk Cafe License, Aarzu Modern Indian Bistro, 30 East Main 

Street. 
i. Sidewalk Cafe License, Court Jester, 16 East Main Street 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA" 



Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-I through CR-3 and CR-5 - CR-I 0. 

On roll call, Council Members: DiBenedetto, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain Friedman (CR-I); absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item CR-4 on the Agenda as follows: 

"CR-4 Authorizing Professional Services Agreement to Provide Consulting Services 
for Parking Utility-Level G Associates." 

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilman DiBenedetto: 

CR-4 AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE 
CONSULTING SERVICES FOR PARKING UTILITY - LEVEL G ASSOCIATES. 

Mayor Kane explained the Resolution authorization was changed from $40,000 to 
$20,000. 

On roll call, Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted 
its adoption; opposed Jordan; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Approval of Bills." 

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Jordan: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on 
the attached list in the amount of $2,136,545.17 be paid as presented. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain Friedman (24-00241 ); absent none. Mayor Kane declared the 
motion adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Public Comments." 



Ms. Sharon O'Brien, 3 Monmouth Avenue, explained there are 40-50 potholes on her 
street by her house, as well as metal nails from the railroad. Ms. 0 'Brien stated the road was 
looked at last year by the Engineering Aide and was told the railroad would have to be consulted. 
She stated Bowne Avenue is currently being worked on and asked when her road will be done. 
Ms. O'Brien stated DPW continues to patch the street but can only do what they are told. Ms. 
O'Brien explained parking concerns on her street, police not ticketing cars and how hard it is to 
back out of her driveway. 

Councilwoman Shutzer agreed Monmouth A venue is terrible and stated the railroad will 
be fixing their end of Monmouth A venue soon. She explained streets cannot be paved all at once 
and many streets have gone longer without being paved. Councilwoman Shutzer referred the 
parking issue to the police department 

Ms. O'Brien stated she calls but the police do not give tickets. She said cars block her 
driveway, people are loitering outside her door urinating in the bushes, work trucks are left 
overnight. She stated no matter what nationality we are, we are all supposed to abide by the rules. 

Councilwoman Shutzer stated the Police Captain has heard her complaints and will do 
something to make a difference. 

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo explained the immediate pressing issue was the 
condition of the railroad tracks and fixing Monmouth A venue railroad crossing will begin 
Monday. He agreed the remainder of Monmouth A venue is bad and has asked the County for a 
quote. He explained the rotating basis streets are paved based on grant sources. Mr. Gallo stated 
Throckmorton will be resurfaced this year. 

Mr. Luis Esteves, 136 Robertsville Road, Freehold Twp., read a statement thanking 
Councilman DiBenedetto for the work done by Det. Reiff and Lt. Colaner at Lake Topanemus 
Park. He addressed Councilwoman Shutzer' s statement from the previous meeting, explained he 
conducted his own study, spoke to many visitors and saw five handicapped vehicles parked there. 
He detailed how he injured himself on a trail at the park and stated the continuously poor 
maintenance of the park as a whole, denies access to handicap people and the elderly more so 
than closing the Robertsville Road parking lot. Mr. Esteves suggested an independent ADA 
compliant audit of the park. He stated pet stations are often empty of waste bags. Mr. Esteves 
stated much of the work done at the park has been done by park neighbors and listed many of 
their efforts. Mr. Esteves stated he was aware what moving across the street from a park entailed, 
but made one oversight in assuming the park was owned and managed by Freehold Township and 
would be maintained to the same standard as their other parks. He stated funding, security, vision 
and stewardship have room for improvement. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 



voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Council Reports and Comments." 

Councilwoman Shutzer thanked Mr. Esteves for his comments and clarified she suggested 
grants be sought to improve the Robertsville Road side of the park. She acknowledged hearing 
what he said, stands by what she said, appreciates his respectful manner and stated council has 
been victims of mistreatment in the past. Councilwoman Shutzer announced Freehold Borough 
Boys Basketball team won Central Jersey Division 3 Champions. She thanked the Fire 
Department, Police Department and First Aid, (who were both called away) for the welcome 
escort back into town. Councilwoman Shutzer reported an excellent job was done at the Bowne 
Avenue railroad crossing and expect the same at Monmouth Avenue. She regretfully accepts the 
retirement of Detective Richard Schwerthoffer adding he will be missed. 

Councilman DiBenedetto wished Det. Schwerthoffer all the best. He stated he travels 
down Monmouth A venue and agrees something needs to be done with it. He told Mr. Esteves his 
words were heard and explained why the pet stations are not filled regularly and it is being 
addressed. Councilman DiBenedetto stated he's talking to Freehold Township Mayor Amiano 
and Committeeman Cook to address issues and announced there is clean-up day this Saturday and 
all are welcome. Councilman DiBenedetto stated it is great to see what the Boro basketball team 
has accomplished and what they have done for the community. He wished them luck at the next 
game! 

Councilwoman Jordan announced Recreation Commission is sponsoring the Easter Bunny 
on 3/23, as well as a wellness event with Mayor's Wellness and My Heart To Yours on 5/11 in 
Vinyard Park and the Memorial Day Parade Bike Brigade for anyone 6 yrs or older. She reported 
on the Freehold Recreation Basketball Championship games. Councilwoman Jordan announced 
Summer Camp Registration is open and camp counselors are needed. The Mayor's Wellness 
Campaign will hold a Bike Safety class with the Freehold Borough Police Department on 4/27. 
She congratulated the Boys HS Basketball team. 

Councilwoman Rogers congratulated Det. Schwerthoffer on his retirement. She 
announced the Library Trustees drafted a Code of Conduct for library patrons. Councilwoman 
Rogers reported Shade Tree Commission is seeking help with tree watering and pruning. She 
announced upcoming events for Court Street School Education Community Center; Black History 
Program on 3/16 and Roaring 20's fundraiser on 5/11. Councilwoman Rogers clarified her 
previous comment on Agenda Item No. 8, explaining the State allows the budget to be increased 
each year and Item CR-8 covers expenses for the first quarter until the budget is approved in 
April. Councilwoman Rogers stated she was offended by the comments made at the last meeting 
by resident from Freehold Township as she does not condone the use of the word illegals. She 
stated the concerns of the residents have been heard, but anytime people are referred to in that in 
that manner, she explained she will always be offended. She thanked Mr. Esteves for coming and 
being respectful. 



Councilman Reich congratulated the Borough High School Basketball team and wished 
the best to Det. Schwerthoffer on his future endeavors. He announced the Memorial Day Parade 
Committee is selling Tee Shirts for the 150th Anniversary of the parade. He reported the Human 
Relations Advisory Committee is planning their spring walking tour to coincide with grand 
reopening of the library. Counci lman Reich announced it is Read Across America Week and read 
an excerpt from Dr. Seuss. 

Councilman Friedman congratulated the High School Basketball Team and announced the 
Court Jester will be live streaming the game for anyone not going. He announced the St. Patrick's 
Day Parade is 3/17. Councilman Friedman urged residents to use the SDL program. He asked 
Captain Steppat to explain the policy of using department vehicles during scheduled breaks. 

Captain Steppat explained the Police Department never knows when a call comes in and 
all employees of the department need to have their vehicles with them, even when they are on a 
scheduled break. He stated it is the nature of the job and it is the same for all emergency 
responders. 

Mayor Kane thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. He stated the escorts through 
town are second to none and will continue anytime a high school team comes home with a state 
championship trophy. Mayor Kane stated for years there was no youth basketball program in the 
Borough, but now there is and we will be seeing the results for years to come. He congratulated 
the coaching staff and the players. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Adjournment" 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman 
DiBenedetto. 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Rogers, Reich and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 

TLD/hlc 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ll/,,ae/ oY1 , z , I ~~ tJlfitllJ 
TRACI L. DIBEDETTQ,RMC 
BOROUGH CLERK 


