The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday,
March 18, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building.

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public Meetings
Act).

Chief Dispenza opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of
silence for past School Superintendent, Rocco Tomazic who did tremendous work for the children
of Freehold Borough and Cynthia Reimer, Principal at St. Rose of Lima School.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT MAYOR KEVIN KANE

PRESENT COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO
PRESENT COUNCILMAN JEFFREY FRIEDMAN
ABSENT COUNCILWOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN
PRESENT COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH

PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN MARGARET ROGERS
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows:
“Workshop Discussion.”

There was no discussion.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows:

“Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Authorizing a
Twinning Agreement Between Freehold Borough and Rathangan & County Kildare,
Ireland.”

Mayor Kane reported a delegation of seven representatives from Rathangan spent several
days in Freehold and participated in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. He explained the connection as
Rathangan being Bruce Springsteen’s ancestral hometown and thanked Glenn Cashion, Kevin
Coyne, and Carl Beams who were very helpful in getting this done and Mr. Cashion presenting
the idea while visiting Ireland this past fall. Mayor Kane explained the friendships made over the
weekend will carry on for years to come.

Mayor Kane read and presented a Resolution from Mayor and Council and presented
Resolutions from New Jersey State Senate and General Assembly, as well to the remaining
delegates.

Ms. Sheila Knightly expressed her gratitude on behalf of the entire delegation for the
warm welcome and hospitality. She presented Mayor Kane with a picture of Rathangan’s Main



Street and an artistic piece of bog oak with St. Bridgette’s Cross. She stated she is looking
forward to having a Freehold contingent visit Rathangan soon.

Mr. Glenn Cashion thanked his ancestor’s hometown residents for visiting and noted some
of the similarities between Freehold and Rathangan including conflicts with the British. He stated
he looks forward to the relationships continuing.

Councilwoman Shutzer stated to the delegation how much their visit has touched the
hearts of the community and how much they are sincerely loved. She thanked them for the
blessing of their visit.

Mayor Kane presented Ms. Knightly with a “Key to the City”.

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman Reich:

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FREEHOLD AUTHORIZING A TWINNING AGREEMENT BETWEEN FREEHOLD
BOROUGH AND RATHANGAN & COUNTY KILDARE, IRELAND.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows:

“Administrator’s Report.”

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo reported he met with the planner and drafted design
standards for the Hometown Redevelopment Project, he met with the developers architect,
surveyors are expected in the project area and is negotiating the redevelopers agreement with the
designated developer. He stated the application for water service has been made for 200 Park
Ave. Starbucks at Park Avenue and South Street is in progress including securing the
construction fencing. Mr. Gallo reported Nestle will meet with the Borough and Township as the
Planning Board has declared it an area in need of Redevelopment. He reported a meeting with
Disabilities Allies was held for their location at 25 West Main Street for a coffee shop providing
employment with housing for individuals with disabilities.

Mr. Gallo announced the Safe Routes to Transit and Downtown Pedestrian Safety Project
was awarded to Precise Construction. He announced a grant was awarded to resurface Lloyd
Street, the milling and resurfacing of Throckmorton Street is currently under NJDOT review and
grant funding is available for Bond and Liberty Streets but additional grant funding is being
sought so they can move forward.

Mr. Gallo reported Liberty Street Park Phase I contract has been awarded and described
the upgrades. He announced grant funding for Musgrave Park was received to improve that park.



Mr. Gallo stated proposals have been received to replace the HVAC at Court Street School and a
grant from DCA will cover most of that expense. He explained grants have been applied for to
make improvements to Lenoir Park to install an inclusive play structure. Mr. Gallo stated the
Redevelopment Council is moving forward on the Public Safety Building and is negotiating with
the owner for the purchase of 17 Broad Street. He explained once the property is purchased the
project will move into the design phase. Mr. Gallo explained additional Hazardous Discharge
Site Remediation funding is available for the clean-up of the Colaner property, which is intended
to be used for additional parking resources. He announced the Library renovation is coming to an
end soon. Mr. Gallo explained the Lake Topanemus Water Quality Study has been completed
and additional lake funding can now be applied for to address any conditions identified in the
study.

Mr. Gallo explained the Parking Utility is on a selective Parking “Holiday” while the
system is being analyzed to improve service to the community, while meeting with business
owners on request and developing solutions to address their concerns. Mr. Gallo explained the
plan is to come back to the governing body with a list of suggestions that will enhance
performance of the parking program. He stated a meeting was held with Flowbird regarding their
equipment and to resolve their issues.

Mr. Gallo reported a major grant for Court Street School was received to make it a
community center. He announced an opportunity to construct a soccer mini pitch through grant
funding from the US Soccer Foundation as well as County Open Space, Green Acres and CDBG.
He reported on a meeting that was held with notable soccer coaches on possible locations and
stated a conversation on the location is needed. Mr. Gallo announced working with Downtown
Freehold to have the downtown business district declared “Main Street NJ Designation”, which
provides a host of benefits. He explained the program focusses on four areas; civic value,
economic vitality, value of place and promotional value. He explained this provides experts to
revitalizing the downtown even further.

Councilwoman Rogers asked if anyone from the Court Street School Board were part of
the discussions for new items.

Mr. Gallo explained they were notified of the grant and one of their requests was included
as a new item. He explained they will be included when the committee is being formed.

Councilwoman Rogers stated it will benefit the partnership with them to present any ideas
to them before anything is decided to make sure they are aware of the types of things that will be
done.

Councilman DiBenedetto asked if the Soccer Mini-Pitch will incur any future maintenance
cost.

Mr. Gallo explained the majority of this will be paid for with grant money. He explained
they are fairly maintenance free and believes the life of the equipment is long enough that more
grants could be applied for when needed.

Councilwoman Rogers asked if SDL has video conferencing capabilities.



Mr. Gallo stated he didn’t think so, but would look into it.
Mayor Kane read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows:
“Approval of Minutes: Council Meetings March 4, 2024.”

Councilman Friedman offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by
Councilwoman Shutzer.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows:

“Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/3 Amending and
Supplementing Chapter 18 (Zoning) by Amending Chapter 18.07 the Freehold Center Core
Redevelopment Plan.

Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/3 and Authorization of Publication.”

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public.
There were no comments.

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman Reich:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilman Reich:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/3 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER
18 (ZONING) BY AMENDING CHAPTER 18.07 THE FREEHOLD CENTER CORE
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN.” be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers, and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion

adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows:



Second Reading and Public Hearing: “Ordinance #2024/5 to Exceed the Municipal
Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14).
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/5 and Authorization of Publication.”

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public.
There were no comments.

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilman Reich:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/5 TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45
RESOLUTION ADOPTING ORDINANCE #2024/5 AND AUTHORIZATION OF
PUBLICATION.” be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/6 to Amend and Supplement
Title 8 “Health and Safety” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold.”

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by
Councilwoman Rogers:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “First Reading and Introduction: ORDINANCE #2024/6 TO AMEND AND
SUPPLEMENT TITLE 8 “HEALTH AND SAFETY” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
FREEHOLD,” be, and same is hereby approved on the first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on April 15, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week of



said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members of
the general public who shall request same.

Councilman Reich explained this replaces the storm water best management practices.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows:

“CONSENT AGENDA — Note: Matters listed under the items of “Consent Agenda”
are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1)
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately.

CR-1 Honoring Joan Mandel.
CR-2 Temporarily Renaming Certain Streets for Memorial Day.

CR-3 Supporting the Main Street New Jersey District Designation Application
2024.

CR-4 Extending the Conditional Designation of Capodagli Property Company,
LLC as Conditional Redeveloper for Properties Identified as Block 35, Lots
15,16,17,18, 19, 26.02, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 on the Tax Map of the Borough.

CR-5 Authorizing the Transfer of Appropriations in the Fiscal Year 2023 Budget.

CR-6 Authorizing the Transfer of Appropriations in the Fiscal Year 2023 Budget.
(Transfer to Accumulated Absences)

CR-7 Authorizing Compensation Payment to Richard Schwerthoffer Upon his
Retirement.

CR-8 Confirming Appointment to the Board of Recreation Commissioners:

a. Victor Conover, Sr., Commissioner to fill an unexpired term ending
12/31/2024.
CR-9 Confirming Personnel Appointments/Actions:
a. Retirement of Patrolman Rolando Ensuar, Jr. from the Freehold
Police Department, effective May 1, 2024.
b. Resignation of Wagner Menendez as a Recreation Commissioner,

effective March 11, 2024.

CR-10 Applications:



Taxi Driver License, Bernabe Pantoja.

Taxi Driver License, Areli Gonzalez Avelino.

Sidewalk Café License, Solo Trattoria, 7 South Street.

Vendor License, Mayra’s Ice Cream, 4/1/2024 — 10/1/2024.

c/o Francisco DeJesus

e. Vendor License, Snoopy’s Ice Cream, 4/1/2024 — 10/1/2024/
¢/o Mayra Maduro Rosario

f. Raffle License #9-24, Freehold Elks Lodge #1454, 8/10/2024,
Merchandise Raffle, 73 East Main Street.

g. Raffle License #10-24, Freehold Elks Lodge #1454, 8/24/2024,
Merchandise Raffle, 73 East Main Street.

h. Raffle License #11-24, CentraState Healthcare Foundation, 10/14/2024,

50/50 Raffle, 18-20 East Main Street.
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END OF CONSENT AGENDA”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto:

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-1 through CR-10.

Councilwoman Shutzer noted Joan Mandel, Chair of EHAP and deserves to be honored.
She wished Patrolman Ensuar well on his retirement and thanked Mr. Menendez for his service
on the Recreation Commission.

Councilman DiBenedetto stated Ice Cream Truck and Sidewalk Café Licenses means
spring is in the air and summer is not far behind.

On roll call, Council Members: DiBenedetto, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its
adoption; opposed none; abstain Friedman (CR-3); absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the
motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows:
“Approval of Bills.”

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Jordan:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on
the attached list in the amount of $1,373,131.23 be paid as presented.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.



Mayor Kane read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows:
“Communications: Classical Concerts in Veterans Park.”

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo explained the communication was received from a
Community Events Committee appointed by the Mayor, seeking permission to host two classical
concerts in Veterans Park during the month of May.

Councilwoman Rogers asked if permission is needed from residents that are around the
park.

Mr. Gallo stated the events won’t be particularly disturbing.
Councilwoman Shutzer stated it would not preclude the Borough from notify the residents.

Councilman Friedman stated the goal is to have the residents come and enjoy that day. He
stated this was one of the ideas the committee came up with to have events outside of the
downtown area.

Councilman DiBenedetto suggested parking be clearly stated in the advertising as that
park has no parking area.

Councilman DiBenedetto made a motion to receive and file the following communication,
seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer:

COMMUNICATIONS: CLASSICAL CONCERTS IN VETERANS PARK

On roll call, Council Members: DiBenedetto, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its
adoption; opposed none; abstain Friedman; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows:
“Public Comments.”

Ms. Sandra Figueroa, 1 Lenoir Avenue, stated people are not adhering to the two-hour
parking restrictions on residential streets in her neighborhood and it is a problem, especially in the
winter when the plows have to get through. She asked if the parking regulations are enforced.
She also asked if it is legal to have basketball hoops in the street or should they be on the grass or
driveway.

Chief Dispenza stated he will speak to her after the meeting, get her information and look
into these issues for her.



Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman Reich:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows:
“Council Reports and Comments.”

Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated Victor Conover on his appointment to Recreation
Commission. She announced McGackin Awards will be held on 5/17 at American Hotel, tickets
available next month. She announced the Boys Basketball Team will honored at upcoming
council meeting along with state winning swimmer and high jumper. Councilwoman Shutzer
offered condolences to the Tomazic family, acknowledged his love for the students, his fight for
funding and praised his efforts to ensure the students were fed during the pandemic.
Councilwoman Shutzer wished safe travels to the visitors from Ireland.

Councilman DiBenedetto offered condolences to the Tomazic family as well as Reimer
family. He announced there are tremendous athletes at the high school level besides the
.basketball team and they will be honored soon. Councilman DiBenedetto gave a shout out to
everyone that helped at the Lake Topanemus Clean Up Day. He stated the St. Patrick’s Day
parade was excellent and wished the Rathangan delegation a safe trip and memories that last a
lifetime.

Councilwoman Rogers congratulated the police officers on their retirement. She
announced Shade Tree is looking for help. She reported the Black History Celebration was
amazing, describing many of the artists that participated. Councilwoman Rogers announced the
Court Street School Roaring 20°s Fundraiser Gala will be 5/11 and their Juneteenth Festival is
6/22 and the Monmouth Diversity Alliance will have a Juneteenth Festival on 6/9. She
announced the Easter Bunny will be at the Library on 3/23. Councilwoman Rogers announced a
former Culinary Student, Danny Garcia, will be appearing on Top Chef.

Councilman Reich offered his fondest memories of Dr. Tomazic and stated he will be
sorely missed. He announced the Human Relations Advisory Commission is planning the
Walking Tour for 4/20, which will focus on buildings of education. He congratulated the Boys
Basketball Team and all of the student competitors. Councilman Reich congratulated Freehold
Borough Arts Council and Downtown Freehold for an awesome parade. He thanked the
delegation from Rathangan for coming and wished everyone a good night.

Mayor Kane thanked Councilman Friedman and everyone involved for an outstanding
parade and entire day!



Councilman Friedman thanked the Police Department, Streets and Roads Department and
all the volunteers that made the parade possible. He thanked the staff at Downtown Freehold, but
especially DruAnn, who deserves a lot of thanks. Councilman Friedman stated it was a loss when
Dr. Tomazic retired and it is sad he is not around to continue to share his knowledge. He
congratulated the Boys Basketball Team and they were a welcomed addition to the parade.
Councilman Friedman stated it was pleasure meeting the delegates from Ireland.

Mayor Kane offered condolences to Dr. Tomazic and his family, noting the tremendous
work he did for the schools and community. Mayor Kane announced the passing of Bill O’Brien
who gave many years to the Freehold Soccer League and Freehold Township Recreation. Mayor
Kane personally thanked everyone that made the weekend so great for the group from Ireland. He
wished them safe travels home and looks forward to seeing them again soon.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows:
“Adjournment”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman
DiBenedetto.

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Rogers, Reich and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent Jordan. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
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