The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday,
April 1, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building.

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public Meetings
Act).

Chief Dispenza opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of
silence.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT MAYOR KEVIN KANE

PRESENT COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO
PRESENT COUNCILMAN JEFFREY FRIEDMAN
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN
PRESENT COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH

PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN MARGARET ROGERS
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows:
“Workshop Discussion.”

Councilman Friedman explained the Community Events Committee would like to provide
two music events to the community at Veterans Park. He introduced Mr. Dan Xavier from the
committee as well as Mike McCabe and Caitlin Helene.

Mr. Xavier detailed “Harmony In The Park”, the idea to have classical and jazz
performances on the lawn of Veterans Park Wednesday nights during the month of May, starting
with a pilot program of two performances this year. He stated performers would be Jay Sweet
Academy on 5/15 and Freehold High School Music Dept. on 5/29. Mr. Xavier explained the
promotion, feedback and risk mitigation processes.

Councilwoman Shutzer asked if the Court House could be utilized for parking.

Mr. Xavier stated it could be, noting there is also a lot of on street parking as well. He
stated he is not anticipating very large crowds this year.

Councilman DiBenedetto suggested notifying the residents in the area and using a golf
cart to assist guests that have disabilities get into the park.

Councilwoman Rogers asked if there would be areas designated for seats as some people
may not be able to sit on the ground on blankets.

Mr. Xavier responded there are areas for blankets and areas for chairs so the views are not



blocked and the ground is more level.

Councilwoman Rogers suggested signage be posted within the park in advance of the
event.

Councilwoman Jordan stated the Recreation Commission could assist with that.
Councilman Reich asked if the performers will be acoustic or amplified.

Mr. Xavier responded if amplified, it is not to the level of the downtown concert series,
but there may be audio for the vocalists.

Councilwoman Jordan confirmed that this is a Borough sanctioned event that is covered
by insurance.

Mayor Kane asked if the porta-johns are removed within 24 hours.

Councilman Friedman replied they are delivered on Wednesday and removed on
Thursday.

Mr. Michael Faccone, 18 Dogwood Drive expressed concern regarding the low water
table in the park, he stated the residents in the area like their privacy and do not want their streets
congested with parking. He stated it is a great idea but it is the wrong location.

Councilman Friedman stated the event was developed in response to residents asking for
things in their neighborhoods, not to draw out of town attendees. He stated most people would
walk or ride their bikes to the park.

Councilwoman Jordan stated the committee is taking concerns into consideration by
having two concerts to see how they work out. She stated she would like to see it move forward.
She stated the Borough Engineer can be consulted regarding water issues.

Councilman Friedman stated he is willing to go door to door on Dogwood Lane to speak
to the residents and address any concerns.

Ms. Kathy Eckhardt, 4 Cottage Place, asked if any events were previously held at
Veterans Park? She stated Porch Fest was well received by neighbors and people enjoyed having
music in their community.

Mr. Xavier explained this is a pilot program. He reiterated because it is a residential area
the volume would be considerably lower than events held downtown and not run too late. He
stated this type of event is for the residents and hopefully is something that can be built on.

Councilman DiBenedetto suggested adjusting the time so it ended earlier so families could
bring children and stated he is concerned about having people leave at 9 PM when it is dark.



Mr. Xavier stated other towns have the same kind of park events from 6 — 10 PM, the
committee felt that was too late and suggested 7 — 9 PM but they could adjust it to 6:30 to 8:30
PM.

Councilwoman Shutzer stated it is not known if it will work until it’s tried. She stated the
concerns have been addressed and she would like to see it go forward.

Councilwoman Jordan agreed.
Councilman Reich stated he would like the pilot program to move forward.

Mayor Kane stated he thinks it is a great idea and would like a meeting with the Chief of
Police and Borough Administrator to make sure all needs are met. He stated by changing the time
and checking with the neighborhood it is worth a shot.

Councilman Friedman thanked the Community Events Committee for their hard work and
stated nothing gets done in this community without volunteers.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows:
“Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting March 18, 2024.”

Councilman Reich offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by
Councilwoman Jordan.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain Jordan; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/7 to Amend and Supplement
Title 1S “Building and Construction” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold.”

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Rogers:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “First Reading and Introduction: ORDINANCE #2024/7 TO AMEND AND
SUPPLEMENT TITLE 15 “BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION” OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD,” be, and same is hereby approved on the first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on April 15, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week of



said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members of
the general public who shall request same.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion

adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows:

“CONSENT AGENDA — Note: Matters listed under the items of “Consent Agenda”

are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1)
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately.

CR-1

CR-2

CR-3

CR-4

CR-5

CR-6

CR-7

CR-8

CR-9

Authorizing the Borough to Join the Purchasing Cooperative of America.
Authorizing a Contract Through the Purchasing Cooperative of America.
Noticing Change of Meeting Date.

Accepting a Grant and Execution of an Agreement and Expenditure of Funds
for the Preservation of General Clinton’s Headquarters.

Authorizing License Agreement with FR Park Racing, LP Re: 2024
Fireworks Display.

Authorizing Contract with Celebration Fireworks, Inc. Re: 2024 Fireworks
Display.

Authorizing Agreement USDA.
Approving Application for Library State Aid.

Authorizing the Borough to Accept the NJ Department of Law and Safety
Safe and Secure Communities Grant.

CR-10 Modifying Metered Parking Regulations and Rates.

CR-11 Confirming Appointment to the Board of Recreation Commissioners:

a. Kathleen McCabe, Alt. #1, 5 year term expiring 12/31/2028.

CR-12 Confirming Personnel Appointments/Actions:

a. Appointment of Charles Latshaw as Freehold Borough Summer
Recreation Camp Director, effective April 1, 2024.
b. Appointment of Nicolina Harker as Freehold Borough Summer

Recreation Camp Assistant Director, effective April 1, 2024.



Promotion of Lizzett Henriquez to Senior Account Clerk, effective
April 1, 2024.

Appointment of Christopher Colaner as Chief of the Freehold
Borough Police Department effective upon the retirement of Chief
Craig Dispenza.

CR-13 Applications:

e P

Sidewalk Café License, Seafood Lovers Fried, 31 East Main Street.
Sidewalk Café License, Café 360, 34 East Main Street.

Sidewalk Café License, El1 Agave, 54 West Main Street.

Parade License, Freehold Boro Little League, 4/13/2024, 9:00 AM,
starting at the Freehold Fire House to Wilson Park.

Raffle License #12-24, St. Rose of Lima Church, 6/25/2024,

50/50 Raffle, 16 McLean Street.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA”

Councilman Reich asked to remove CR-10 from the Consent Agenda.

Councilwoman Shutzer asked to remove CR-12 from the Consent Agenda

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolution and moved its adoption,

seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto:

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-1 through CR-9, CR-11 and CR-13.

On roll call, Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and

Shutzer voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the
motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. CR-10 on the Agenda as follows:

“CR-10 - Modifying Metered Parking Regulations and Rates.”

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by

Councilwoman Jordan:

MODIFYING METERED PARKING REGULATIONS AND RATES.

Councilman Reich explained the “Parking Holiday” has been extended to May 6" while

data is reviewed and an action plan is formulated for fees and times moving forward.

Councilman Friedman added there have been many discussions with the businesses and

the free time period has been extended to four hours from two hours.



Borough Attorney, Matt Goode, explained there was a revision to the Resolution, which
should read “the time limit limitations will be modified to allow for a time limit of four hour
hours”. He stated that revised Resolution was not provided.

Councilman Reich offered the amended Resolution as stated by Counsel, seconded by
Councilwoman Jordan:

MODIFYING AMENDED METERED PARKING REGULATIONS AND RATES.

Councilman DiBenedetto confirmed the time has been modified to 4 hour free parking
until May 6™ and asked if the signs will be changed again and confuse visitors.

Councilman Friedman stated a resolution is being sought that will meet the needs of the
Borough to maintain parking lots and employees while ensuring that the businesses are not
harmed.

On roll call, Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and
Shutzer voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the
motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. CR-12 on the Agenda as follows:

“CR-12 - Confirming Personnel Appointments/Actions:

a. Appointment of Charles Latshaw as Freehold Borough Summer Recreation
Camp Director, effective April 1, 2024.

b. Appointment of Nicolina Harker as Freehold Borough Summer Recreation
Camp Assistant Director, effective April 1, 2024.

c. Promotion of Lizzett Henriquez to Senior Account Clerk, effective April 1,
2024.

d. Appointment of Christopher Colaner as Chief of the Freehold Borough Police
Department effective upon the retirement of Chief Craig Dispenza.

Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilman DiBenedetto:

CONFIRMING PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS/ACTIONS: A-D.
On roll call, Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich and Rogers voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain Shutzer; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows:

“Approval of Bills.”



Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Jordan:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on
the attached list in the amount of $2,624,009.12 be paid as presented.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows:
“Public Comments.”

Mr. Michael Faccone, 18 Dogwood Drive, thanked the governing body for listening to
him. He stated he appreciates everything they do and offered his services as part of the solution,
not the problem.

Mr. Ricky Gartz, 24 Morris Street, stated the parking Resolution that was passed is
different than the one on line and asked if the correct one is available to the public.

Borough Attorney, Matt Goode replied it can be.

Mr. Gartz, stated he appreciated CR-10 was pulled from the Consent Agenda to allow for
discussion and confirmed the details of the paid parking days and times until May 6". He stated
he is confused why it is taking so long when paid parking has been talked about for years, a six
week evaluation period was already taken and another $40,000 was given to Level G Consultant
Services to re-evaluate what was already done. Mr. Gartz stated he does not understand why it is
taking so long and asked how much money has to be invested to figure out what’s perfect for the
parking considering all parties were involved from the beginning. He stated this has to move
forward so everyone is on the same page and ensure the restaurants are taken care of as well as
the residents and cover the costs as soon as possible.

Mr. Keith Lewis, owner of Sweet Lew’s Café, 6 East Main Street, thanked the governing
body for working with all the businesses and stated the adjustments that have been made helped a
little bit. He asked that more adjustments be considered and suggested getting information out to
the public as people are very confused. Mr. Lewis thanked them again.

Mr. George Schnurr, 307 Park Avenue, stated he believes the residential complaint
component of SDL is working very well. He gave examples of times he has personally used it
and the quick response and resolutions he’s experienced. Mr. Schnurr explained it is the
employees and their responses that make this system work.

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers:



RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows:
“Council Reports and Comments.”

Councilwoman Shutzer stated Freehold Recreation Basketball concluded their regular
season and commended the volunteers that run the program. She announced the McGackin
Awards will be on 5/17 at the American Hotel, tickets are now available. Councilwoman Shutzer
commended the Police Department on their recent successful Open House, she announced the
Mayor’s Clean-up is 5/18 which will include paper shredding and she congratulated Chris
Colaner on his pending promotion to Police Chief.

Councilman DiBenedetto thanked the volunteers present from the Community Events
Committee members for the presentation and hard work as well as those from the Recreation
Basketball League on a great season. He congratulated the Police Department for a great job and
mentioned their upcoming Golf Outing. He offered everyone a Blessed Easter.

Councilwoman Jordan explained how the Basketball Program started after the YMCA left
Freehold Borough and stated it was a huge success. She announced Freehold Borough was
named a NJ Healthy Town by NJ Healthcare Quality Institute, highlighted the upcoming Bike
Rodeo on 4/27 and Wellness in the Park on 5/11 at Vinyard Park. Councilwoman Jordan reported
the Recreation Easter Bunny visit was at the Firehouse due to the weather, but the kids loved
seeing the trucks just as much. She announced Recreation has purchased Chess Tables for
Veterans Park and Vineyard Park, applications for camp counselors and campers are being
accepted. She announced the Town Wide Yard Sale is scheduled for 5/11, the Fireworks are
scheduled for 7/3 at the Racetrack and the improvements to Liberty Street Park via grants will
start in the spring and asked Mr. Gallo to provide more details on that at the next meeting.
Councilwoman Jordan reported the Board of Health is working on a guide for responsible pet
ownership with information on licensing, vaccinating and TNR.

Councilwoman Rogers announced the Court Street School Foundation will hold a Roaring
20’s Gala on 5/11. She congratulated Lt. Colaner and Ms. Henriquez on their promotions.
Councilwoman Rogers stated the parking administrator has been working with businesses to
complete the process and clarified the extension with Level G was not for $40,000 it is for up to
$20,000 if needed. She stated more money was approved to ensure the right parking plan is in
place that raises the needed revenue and still encourages people to visit and support the
businesses.

Councilman Reich announced the Human Relations Advisory Commission will meet to
discuss the Befriend a Neighbor Program, create a Senior Community Pen Pal Program, establish
a Welcome to Freehold Packet and finalize the Educational Walking Tour. He announced the



Memorial Day Parade is selling T-Shirts for the 150" Memorial Day Parade and announced some
extra events are being planned for over weekend.

Councilman Friedman thanked the Community Events Committee for their presentation.
He congratulated Lt. Colaner on his upcoming promotion and thanked Chief Dispenza for the
many years working together. He announced the Half Mile of Horses submissions are being
accepted until 4/19 and Porch Fest will be on 5/19, porches are still needed. Councilman
Friedman reported paid parking has been discussed for over 60 years, stating no plan doesn’t have
changes and things get fine-tuned. He explained working together, towards a good goal, changes
are made as needed to get it right. He thanked the business owners for their honesty and stated
everyone will continue to work to keep downtown thriving. Councilman Friedman reviewed the
paid parking rules for the Market Yard, McGackin Triangle and Borough Hall Lots.

Mayor Kane thanked everyone for attending.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows:

“Resolution Authorizing a Meeting Not Open to the Public in Accordance with the
Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b), contract

negotiation.”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto:

“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(B), CONTRACT NEGOTIATION.”

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor and Council entered into Executive Session at 7:55 PM.

Mayor and Council returned from Executive Session at 8:25 PM

Mayor Kane read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows:

“Adjournment”

Councilwoman Rogers offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Reich.

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Rogers, Reich and Shutzer

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.



The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Wae A chibyrd Tl

TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC
BOROUGH CLERK
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