
The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday, 
October 21, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building. 

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been 
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public Meetings 
Act). 

Chief Colaner opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of 
silence for Councilwoman Rogers' nephew. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 

MAYOR KEVIN KANE 
COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 
COUNCILMAN JEFFREY FRIEDMAN 
COUNCIL WOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN 
COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH 
COUNCILWOMAN MARGARET ROGERS 
COUNCIL WOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Workshop Discussion." 

There was no discussion. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Administrator's Report." 

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo provided updates on the Hometown Redevelopment 
Project and 200 Park Ave. He announced Starbucks on South Street has opened with few traffic 
issues. Mr. Gallo stated a development plan for Nestle is being finalized and a similar 
Redevelopment process is underway for the Racetrack. 

Mr. Gallo reported the Safe Routes to Transit is mostly complete except the intersection of 
Throckmorton and Main Streets which is currently being done. He stated Lloyd Street paving is 
going out to bid, announced Throckmorton is scheduled to be resurfaced on 10/28 and additional 
funding for Bond St. and Liberty St is being pursued. Mr. Gallo stated Phase I of Liberty Park 
improvements are complete and detailed Phase II, is currently being designed. He detailed the 
upgrades to Musgrave Park through grants and announced the new HV AC and HWH work has 
been completed at Court Street School and a digital connect grant has been applied for. Mr. Gallo 
reported on the Inclusive Playground under Jake's Law planned for Lenoir Park. He announced 
the Library renovations are almost complete and will be re-open on 10/24 with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at 4:00 PM. Mr. Gallo stated he is updating the Personnel Policies Manuel. 



Councilwoman Shutzer stated she has observed the only traffic issues at Starbucks are 
from drivers blocking the box marked on the street. She reported an email blast went out 
regarding the road work on Throckmorton Street. 

Councilwoman Rogers thanked everyone for getting the Redevelopment Study started 
immediately after hearing from the Racetrack so the town can have a say about what is happening 
there. 

Councilman Friedman thanked Mr. Gallo, CFO Kathy Caruso for their work with all the 
grant money that is coming in. He acknowledged the required reporting is not the easiest process. 

Mayor Kane read Item No 6 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/17 Amending and 
Supplementing Title 2 (Administration and Personnel) by Adding Chapter 2.101 (Donated 
Leave Program). 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/17 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

Mr. Ricky Gartz, 24 Morris St, stated it is a good Ordinance to help staff when needed. 
He questioned the max of260 days and payout of days at the recipient's rate of pay, adding that 
could create inequity between the donor and recipient rates of pay. 

Borough Attorney, Matt Goode explained these are parameters dictated by the state. 

Mayor Kane stated the hours are drawn from a bank, not a one on one situation. 

Mr. Gartz confirmed the Ordinance refers to days, not hours. 

Mr. Gallo explained the Ordinance is structured in accordance with the State's regulations. 
He acknowledged there may be some inequities and it may work the other way where the donor's 
pay is more than is the recipient's. He noting the objective is to help employees in the short term 
and it will all balance out. 

Mr. Gartz stated the State offered guidelines are not necessarily correct and suggested 
revisiting the protocols to make sure the payments are equal and ask the state on how it can be 
made equal. 

Mr. Goode responded it is not guidelines, the State said these parameters must be 
followed. He responded to Mr. Gartz, it came from the Civil Service Commission. 

Mr. Gartz stated is should be looked into because of the difference in work hours per day 
and wages. He stated at some point, it's going to cost money. 



Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/17 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE 2 

(ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL) BY ADDING CHAPTER 2.101 (DONATED 
LEA VE PROGRAM)," be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No 7 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/22 Amending and 
Supplementing Title 10 (Vehicles and Traffic) by Amending Chapter 10.12 (Parking 
Generally). 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/22 and Authorization of Publication" 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no comments. 

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Jordan: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "Ordinance #2024/22 Amending and Supplementing Title 10 (Vehicles and 



Traffic) by Amending Chapter 10.12 (Parking Generally)," be, and same is hereby adopted on 
second reading. 

Councilwoman Shutzer asked if the taxi owners be notified. 

Mr. Gallo stated they will be sent notification. 

Councilwoman Rogers stated she would like to see the language on street parking more 
specific for commercial vehicles in section A-3. 

A discussion followed regarding the type of vehicles permitted to park on the streets in 
residential areas, vehicles with commercial license plates and private passenger vehicles. It was 
decided the Ordinance would remain as written, no changes are to be made. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/23 Amending and 
Supplementing Chapter 10 (Vehicles and Traffic). 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/23 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

Mr. Ricky Gartz, 24 Morris St, asked why the parking fine is going up 57% in just one 
year. 

Mr. Gallo confirmed there were several inquiries from the governing body and it is not 
changing. 

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman DiBenedetto: 



BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/23 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTINGCHAPTER 
10 (VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC)," be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

Mr. Goode confirmed the motion is to adopt with the change of omitting the increase, 
keeping it at $35. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/24 Authorizing the 
Execution of Deeds of Encroachment Easements. Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/24 
and Authorization of Publication." 

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no comments. 

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Jordan: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Jordan: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "Ordinance #2024/24 Authorizing the Execution of Deeds of Encroachment 
Easements," be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 



"First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/25 Authorizing the Execution of 
a License Agreement with the Court Street School Education Community Center, Inc." 

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Shutzer: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/25 AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 
LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE COURT STREET SCHOOL EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY CENTER, INC." be, and same is hereby approved on first reading; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage 
after public hearing at a meeting held on November 18, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week 
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk's office to members 
of the general public who shall request same. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 

"First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/26 Amending Title 18 "Zoning" 
of the Code of the Borough of Freehold Establishing Land Use Regulations for Cannabis 
Businesses." 

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Jordan: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/26 AMENDING TITLE 18 "ZONING" OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD ESTABLISHING LAND USE REGULATIONS 
FOR CANNABIS BUSINESSES." be, and same is hereby approved on first reading; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage 
after public hearing at a meeting held on November 18, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week 
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk's office to members 
of the general public who shall request same. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich and Rogers voted its 
adoption; opposed Shutzer; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 



"Resolution Acknowledging Compliance with the 2019 Core Rehabilitation Plan: 
Re: Block 62 Lot 40; 29 South Street." 

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Rogers: 

RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING COMPLIANCE WITH THE 2019 CORE 
REHABILITATION PLAN: RE: BLOCK 62 LOT 40; 29 SOUTH STREET. 

On roll call, Council Members Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its adoption; opposed 
none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Resolution Acknowledging Compliance with the 2019 Center Core Rehabilitation 
Plan: Re: Block 62 Lot 40; 31A South Street." 

Councilman Reich offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 
Councilwoman Rogers: 

RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING COMPLIANCE WITH THE 2019 CENTER 
CORE REHABILITATION PLAN: RE: BLOCK 62 LOT 40; 31A SOUTH STREET. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted 
its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion adopted 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows: 

"CONSENT AGENDA - Note: Matters listed under the items of "Consent Agenda" 
are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1) 
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If 
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately. 

CR-1 Authorizing Purchase of Police Vehicles. 

CR-2 Authorizing Agreement with Monmouth County SPCA. 

CR-3 Establishing Fees and Rates for Special Duty Assignments for Freehold 
Borough Police Officers. 

CR-4 Authorizing the Borough of Freehold to Accept a Grant from the NJ Dept. of 
Law and Public Safety in the Amount of $45,150.00 Under the FY 2025 Safe 
and Secure Communities Grant Program and Authorizing the Mayor, Police 
Chief and Borough Clerk to Attest to a Subgrant Award and Any and all 
Documents in Connection With This. 



CR-5 Amending the Borough's Cell Phone, Computer and Mobile Communication 
Device Policy. 

CR-6 Appointing a Municipal Housing Liaison. 

CR-7 Confirming Personnel Appointments/Action: 
a. Waiving of Class II Special Officer Michael Crawford to Full Time 

Class A Police Officer for the Freehold Borough Police Department, 
effective October 21, 2024. 

CR-8 Applications: 
a. Solicitation License, Ashley Fernandez, Trinity Solar, 10/22/2024-

12/31/2024. 
b. Bingo License No. 4-24, St. Rose of Lima School PTA, Pocketbook 

Bingo, 11/15/2024, 51 Lincoln Place. 
c. Raffle License No. 34-24, Merchandise Raffle, 11/15/2024, 51 Lincoln 

Place. 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA" 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-1 through CR-8. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Approval of Bills." 

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Jordan: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on 
the attached list in the amount of $2,839,558.22 be paid as presented. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain Friedman (#24-00879 and #24-01158); absent none. Mayor 
Kane declared the motion adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Public Comments." 



Mr. Samuel Harold Hilton, Old Bridge explained his desire to turn the Nestle factory into 
a facility of co-operatives cultivating cannabis. He stated the company, Urban Grow, would need 
10-15 more licenses. Mr. Hilton stated he has a presentation he can send and a statement from 
Urban Grow. He explained this would provide a significant number of jobs to the area and stated 
an increase in retail licenses could be used there as well. Mr. Hilton stated he currently works for 
a cultivator/manufacturer with locations in several states. 

Mayor Kane suggested sending all the proposal information to the Business 
Administrator. 

Mr. Hilton asked how many years it would take to request additional licenses be granted. 

Mayor Kane stated there are no guarantees. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Council Reports and Comments." 

Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated the Spooktacular Committee for a wonderful 
season. She announced the Library will have a ribbon cutting ceremony on 10/24 at 4:00 and 
congratulated the Masonic Lodge on the 175th Anniversary. Councilwoman Shutzer reported 
FoodStock was delightful and a good cause. 

Councilman DiBenedetto stated the last few weeks in Freehold have been exciting with 
the Spooktacular events and stated the Holidays are coming up. He thanked all the volunteers for 
doing a great job. He offered condolences to Councilwoman Rogers. 

Councilwoman Jordan announced there are still tickets for the Ghost Tours and provided 
details on the Spooktacular Parade on 10/27. She announced Freehold High School took top 
honors in the window painting. Councilwoman Jordan announced they got 2nd Place at the FLC 
Trunk or Treat and the high school's Trunk or Treat is this week. 

Councilwoman Rogers thanked everyone for their prayers and thoughtfulness for her 
nephew. She announced the Library will re-open to the public at 9:00 AM on 10/24 and 
encouraged everyone to stop by. 



Councilman Reich stated all the Spooktacular events were wonderfu l and thanked the 
committee. He congratulated the Half Mile of Horse winners, adding the horses will be up for 
another week. Councilman Reich thanked Mayor and Council on behalf of the Olive Branch 
Lodge, fo r attending their anniversary celebration. 

Counci lman Friedman announced the Elks had an event and started refurbishing their 
porch. He thanked Ms. Napolitano for all her work on the Half Mile Horses and announced the 
Rotary Club is having a masquerade ball at the American Hotel on 10/27. 

Mayor Kane thanked everyone for attending. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 18 on the Agenda as fo llows: 

"Adjournment" 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman 
Di Benedetto. 

On roll call Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

~ · ct_r;Ji!Mdifa 
TRACI L. DIBEN ETTO, RMC 
BOROUGH CLERK 

TLD/hlc 


