The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday,
November 18, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building.

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public Meetings
Act).

Captain Steppat opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of
silence for Fire Chief Mike Wilson on the passing of his mother.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT MAYOR KEVINKANE

PRESENT COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO
PRESENT COUNCILMAN JEFFREY FRIEDMAN
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN
PRESENT COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH

PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN MARGARET ROGERS
PRESENT COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows:
“Workshop Discussion.”

There was no discussion.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows:
“Administrator’s Report.”

Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo reported the Hometown Redevelopment Project is
waiting the final approval of the financial agreement, expected to be on the December 2" agenda,
noting if the Land Use approvals are done, the project can break ground in the 1%t quarter of 2025.
He explained 200 Park Ave. is working out an issue with Monmouth County and Starbucks on
South Street has opened. Mr. Gallo stated the draft Redevelopment Plan for Nestle has been
circulated and comments have been considered, final version ready for introduction at the
December 2" meeting and then be referred to the Planning Board for review before final
adoption.

Mr. Gallo reported the Safe Routes to Transit is mostly complete except the intersection of
Throckmorton and Main Streets which is currently being done. He explained the planned cement
work may need to be postponed due to cold temperatures. He stated Lloyd Street paving is
going out to bid, detailed the new curbs, sidewalks and paving on Throckmorton and explained
additional funding for Bond St. and Liberty St is being pursued and the project will be done next
year. Mr. Gallo announced DOT has approved $648,000 for the resurfacing of Monmouth
Avenue in the spring.



Mr. Gallo stated Phase II of Liberty Park improvements will be designed. He detailed the
upgrades to Musgrave Park through grants and announced the new HVAC and HWH work has
been completed at Court Street School and a digital connect grant from the state was received.
Mr. Gallo reported on the Inclusive Playground under Jake’s Law planned for Lenoir Park. He
announced the Library renovations are almost complete. Mr. Gallo announced the desire to
acquire digital file storage system and online Code Book, to make records and ordinances
searchable on line. He announced the Personnel Manuel is being updated.

Councilwoman Shutzer explained funding for Monmouth Avenue was awarded so quickly
because it is a main connection between two county roads.

Councilman Friedman added that Bond Street will be getting done.
Mayor Kane read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows:
“Approval of Minutes: Council Meetings October 7, 2024 and October 21, 2024.”

Councilman Reich offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by
Councilman Friedman.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No 7 on the Agenda as follows:

“Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/25 Authorizing the
Execution of a License Agreement with the Court Street School Education Community
Center, Inc.

Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/25 and Authorization of Publication..”

Mayor Kane stated there was a request to table the Resolution until the next meeting on
December 2, 2024.

Councilwoman Rogers offered a motion to table the Resolution until the December 2,
2024 meeting, seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows:



“Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/26 Amending Title 18
“Zoning” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold Establishing Land Use Regulations for
Cannabis Businesses.

Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/26 and Authorization of Publication.”

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public.
There were no public comments.

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Jordan:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/26 AMENDING TITLE 18 “ZONING” OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD ESTABLISHING LAND USE REGULATIONS
FOR CANNABIS BUSINESSES,” be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading. ‘

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich and Rogers voted its
adoption; opposed Shutzer; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/27 to Amend Title 9 “Public
Peace and Conduct” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold by Amending Certain Penalty
Provisions of Chapter 9.04.”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE#2024/27 TO AMEND TITLE 9 “PUBLIC PEACE AND
CONDUCT” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD BY AMENDING
CERTAIN PENALTY PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 9.04.” be, and same is hereby approved on
first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be aﬁd she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage



after public hearing at a meeting held on December 2, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members
of the general public who shall request same.

Councilwoman Shutzer explained the Ordinance aides in penalizing people that disturb the
quality of life for residents and the maximum penalties allowed by the state have been adopted.

Councilman Friedman described the increased fines and jail time. He noted behavior that
makes residents uncomfortable and difficult to enjoy their town will no longer be tolerated as
Council continues to work to improve the quality of life for the residents.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/28 Amending and Supplementing
Title 10 “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold.”

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilman DiBenedetto:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/28 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE 10
“VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD.” be, and
same is hereby approved on first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on December 2, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members
of the general public who shall request same.

Councilman Friedman explained this will eliminate trucks over 4 tons from coming into
town except for local deliveries.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/29 Amending and
Supplementing Chapter 10 (Vehicles and Traffic).”



Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilman DiBenedetto:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor.and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/29 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 10 (VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC).” be, and same is hereby approved on first reading;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on December 2, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members
of the general public who shall request same.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/30 Amending the Fixing and
Determining Salaries of Certain Officers, Positions and Employees of the Borough of
Freehold.”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers:

' BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an

Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/30 AMENDING THE FIXING AND DETERMINING
SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS, POSITIONS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH
OF FREEHOLD.” be, and same is hereby approved on first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on December 2, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members
of the general public who shall request same.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer

voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/31 Amending and
Supplementing Title 2 (Administration and Personnel).”



Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/31 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE 2
(ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL).” be, and same is hereby approved on first reading;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on December 2, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members
of the general public who shall request same.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/32 Amending Title S “General
Licensing and Business Regulations” of the Code of the Borough of Freehold.”

Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Rogers:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/32 AMENDING TITLE 5 “GENERAL LICENSING
AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD.”
be, and same is hereby approved on first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on December 2, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members
of the general public who shall request same.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich and Rogers voted its
adoption; opposed Shutzer; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows:

“First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/33 Amending Title 18 “Zoning”
of the Code of the Borough of Freehold Establishing Land Use Regulations for Cannabis
Businesses.”



Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Rogers:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an
Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE #2024/33 AMENDING TITLE 18 “ZONING” OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD ESTABLISHING LAND USE REGULATIONS
FOR CANNABIS BUSINESSES.” be, and same is hereby approved on first reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage
after public hearing at a meeting held on December 16, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk’s office to members
of the general public who shall request same.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich and Rogers voted its
adoption; opposed Shutzer; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows:

“CONSENT AGENDA - Note: Matters listed under the items of “Consent Agenda”
are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1)
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately.

CR-1 Honoring Olive Branch Lodge No. 16 on its 175" Anniversary.

CR-2 Honoring Samuel Fung and Edward Joseph Stuart IV on the Occasion of
Their Attainment of the Rank of Eagle Scout.

CR-3 Authorizing Grant Application to the NJ Department of Community Affairs
to Commemorate the Unites States 250" Anniversary and the Borough’s Role
in the American Revolution.

CR-4 Approving Certified Lists for Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) for
Calendar Year 2023.

CR-5 Authorizing Tax Lien Redemptions.
CR-6 Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayments.

CR-7 Authorizing a Contract for the Preparation of a Report Related to the Water
& Sewer Rates — NW Financial.

CR-8 Authorizing Approval to Request Funding for Economic Development
Project(s) from the NJ Dept. of Treasury , Economic Development Grant for



Municipalities and Counties Impacted by Horse Racing Sports Wagering.

CR-9 Authorizing Approval to Apply for and Obtain a Grant from NJ Dept. of
Community Affairs to Improve Access to Veterans Park.

CR-10 Appointing Conflict Counsel for Borough Attorney — Robert Cosgrove, Esq.

CR-11 Authorizing the Borough to Participate in the OMNIA Partners Cooperative
Purchasing System.

CR-12 Authorizing Developer’s Agreement Re: Auto Pro Collision, Inc., 38 East -
Main Street, Block 62, Lots 23.01 & 24.

CR-13 Personnel Appointments/Actions:

a.

Appointment of Brandon J. Harris as a Class II Special Law
Enforcement Officer for the Freehold Borough Police Department,
effective November 18, 2024.

Resignation of Matthew Hardy as a Code Enforcement Officer,
effective November 22, 2024.

Promotion of Sergeant Diego Flores to Lieutenant for the Freehold
Borough Police Department, effective December 1, 2024.

Promotion of Detective Sergeant Reiff to Lieutenant for the Freehold
Borough Police Department, effective December 1, 2024.

Promotion of Patrolman Peter Romanski to Sergeant for the Freehold
Borough Police Department, effective December 1, 2024.
Appointment of Anas Sohail as Part-Time Senior Engineering Aide,
effective December 1, 2024. :

CR-14 Applications:

a.

b.

c.

Raffle License #37-24 Camp Quality USA Incorporated, Casino Night,
1/11/2025, 18 East Main Street.

Raffle License #38-24, Camp Quality USA Incorporated 50/50,
1/11/2025, 18 East Main Street.

Raffle License #39-24, St. Rose of Lima School PTA, Merchandlse
Raffle, 12/13/2024, 51 Lincoln Place.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA”

Councilman DiBenedetto asked to remove CR-4 from the Consent Agenda

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto:

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-1 through CR-3 and CR-5 through CR-14.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer



voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. CR-4 on the Agenda as follows:

“Approving Certified Lists for Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) for
Calendar Year 2023.”

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan:

APPROVING CERTIFIED LISTS FOR LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM
(LOSAP) FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2023.

On roll call, Council Members Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its
adoption; opposed none; abstain DiBenedetto; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows:
“Approval of Bills.”

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded
by Councilwoman Jordan:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on
the attached list in the amount of $3,664,195.17 be paid as presented.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted
its adoption; opposed none; abstain Jordan (24843); absent none. Mayor Kane declared the
motion adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 18 on the Agenda as follows:

“Correspondence: Receipt of Letter dated November 8, 2024 from Mayor Kevin
Kane making the following direct appointment to the Freehold Public Library Board of
Trustees, Christine Jensen to fill the unexpired term of Michael Faccone expiring on
12/31/2024.”

Councilwoman Rogers made a motion to receive and file correspondence, seconded by
Councilwoman Jordan.

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.



Mayor Kane read Item No. 19 on the Agenda as follows:
“Public Comments.”

Ms. Yolanda Curry, 54 Bond Street, congratulated Councilwoman Jordan and Shutzer on
their recent election. She thanked Council for making sure Bond Street gets paved and wished
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Ms. Lindsey Samuelson, 1 Sunset Court reported her neighborhood has been experiencing
disruptions in their electricity and flickering lights since the addition at the Park Avenue School
opened. She stated it happens several times per day.

Mr. Gallo stated this was first he has heard of it and confirmed he will look into it.

Ms. Samuelson referenced Item 10 on the Agenda and stated vehicles on Park Avenue are
going faster than the posted 25 or 40 MPH, noting the heavy trucks traveling 50-60 MPH rattle
the house and is concerned. She added parking on Park Avenue is rough and creates blind spots
for traffic leaving the school.

Mr. Gallo stated this may something that can be addressed with the Safe Routes to School
grant. He stated the state legislators and Police Department will be met with to address the
concerns. :

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilman Friedman:

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION.

On roll call Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 20 on the Agenda as follows:
“Council Reports and Comments.”

Councilwoman Shutzer asked Mr. Gallo for a status report on the Manalapan Avenue
house that was removed from its foundation.

Mr. Gallo responded he would get information from the Building Department and report
back.

Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated Steven Rogala and Laura Wysocki, from Especially
For You Florist for being honored by the County Board of Commissioners for their part in the
County’s Forgotten Veterans Program. She announced the Senior Holiday Party is on 12/7.
Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated the police officers on their promotions and wished Mr.



Hardy well on his new job. She announced the Community Thanksgiving Dinner is on 11/26 at
Walter J. Conley Lodge and asked residents to remember the local shops on Small Business
Saturday 11/30. Councilwoman Shutzer announced the Flu Clinic on 12/10 and wished everyone
a Happy Thanksgiving.

Councilman DiBenedetto offered congratulations to Councilwomen Shutzer and Jordan on
the recent election. He wished Happy Thanksgiving to all. Councilman DiBenedetto read Fire
Chief Sims final report, reviewing the number of calls and non-fire calls for each department
which totaled 3,884 hours. He commended Chief Sims for his last two years as Chief and
thanked him for his service.

Councilwoman Jordan stated Chief Sims did an excellent job leading the Fire Department.
She announced the recreation basketball league is still taking registrations and the Holiday House
Decorating contest is open and judging is will take place 12/13-12/17 with winners announced at
a ceremony in front of the Hall of Records. Councilwoman Jordan reported the Rabies Clinic will
be 1/25/25 for vaccines and licensing. She reported on the Police Department toy drive with
Downtown Freehold and wished all a safe and Happy Thanksgiving.

Councilwoman Rogers congratulated Councilwomen Shutzer and Jordan for winning the
election and congratulated the police officers on their positions and promotions. She announced
the Library is fully open and will be celebrating their anniversary on 12/14. Councilwoman
Rogers reported on the new trees on South Street, noting these new trees should not interfere with
the power lines or sidewalks. She announced Provisions Promise Pantry will be providing
Thanksgiving Boxes on 11/23 at Bethel AME Church. She wished everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Councilman Reich congratulated Councilwomen Shutzer and Jordan on their election
victory. He wished everyone a Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving and provided a quote from
President Theodore Roosevelt.

Councilman Friedman congratulated Councilwomen Shutzer and Jordan. He explained
the Toy Drive provides toys throughout the year if there is ever a child in need. He congratulated
and thanked Chief Sims for his service and wished incoming Chief Wilson good luck.
Councilman Friedman congratulated all the promoted police officers and wished all a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Mayor Kane offered congratulations to Councilwoman Shutzer and Councilwoman Jordan
and congratulated Chief Sims for his many years of service. He wished everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving and announced a transition period as Borough Attorney, Matt Goode is in the final
stage of receiving a Judge appointment and attorney Robert Cosgrove will be replacing him as
Borough Attorney.

Mayor Kane read Item No. 21 on the Agenda as follows:

“Adjournment”



Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman
DiBenedetto.

On roll call Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion
adopted.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

(Wao %q/f/&/%(/ﬁ@

TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC
BOROUGH CLERK
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