
The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on Monday, 
December 2, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Freehold Borough Municipal Building. 

Mayor Kane stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had been 
provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 197 5 (Open Public Meetings 
Act). 

Chief Colaner opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a moment of 
silence. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 
PRESENT 

MAYOR KEVIN KANE 
COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 
COUNCILMAN JEFFREY FRIEDMAN 
COUNCIL WOMAN ANNETTE JORDAN 
COUNCILMAN ADAM REICH 
COUNCILWOMAN MARGARET ROGERS 
COUNCIL WOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Workshop Discussion." 

There was no discussion. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting November 18, 2024." 

Councilman Reich offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by 
Councilman DiBenedetto. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No 6 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/25 Authorizing the 
Execution of a License Agreement with the Court Street School Education Community 
Center, Inc. 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/25 and Authorization of Publication." 



Borough Administrator, Steve Gallo requested to table the Ordinance until the next 
meeting on December 16, 2024, as the Court Street School Foundation suggested some edits and 
they need another chance to approve the terms prior to advancement. 

Councilwoman Rogers offered a motion to table the Ordinance until the December 16, 
2024 meeting, seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/27 to Amend Title 9 "Public 
Peace and Conduct" of the Code of the Borough of Freehold by Amending Certain Penalty 
Provisions of Chapter 9.04. 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/27 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no public comments. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/27 TO AMEND TITLE 9 "PUBLIC PEACE AND 
CONDUCT" OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD BY AMENDING 
CERTAIN PENALTY PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 9.04," be, and same is hereby adopted on 
second reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 



"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/28 Amending and 
Supplementing Title 10 "Vehicles and Traffic" of the Code of the Borough of Freehold. 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/28 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no public comments. 

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Reich: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilman Friedman offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/28 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE 10 
"VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC" OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD," be, and 
same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

Councilman Friedman stated Bannard Ave. should be changed to Bannard Street in 
Schedule 6. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/29 Amending and 
Supplementing Chapter 10 (Vehicles and Traffic). 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/29 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no public comments. 

Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman Reich: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 



On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/29 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 10 (VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC)," be, and same is hereby adopted on second 
reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/30 Amending the Fixing 
and Determining Salaries of Certain Officers, Positions and Employees of the Borough of 
Freehold. 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/30 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no public comments. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers: • 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: ORDINANCE #2024/30 
AMENDING THE FIXING AND DETERMINING SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS, 
POSITIONS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD," be, and same is 
hereby adopted on second reading. 



On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/31 Amending and 
Supplementing Title 2 (Administration and Personnel). 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/31 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no public comments. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Rogers: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: ORDINANCE #2024/31 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE 2 (ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL)," 
be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No, 12 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance #2024/32 Amending Title 5 
"General Licensing and Business Regulations" of the Code of the Borough of Freehold. 
Resolution Adopting Ordinance #2024/32 and Authorization of Publication." 

Mayor Kane opened the meeting to the public. 

There were no public comments. 



Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Jordan: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/32 AMENDING TITLE 5 "GENERAL LICENSING 
AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS" OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FREEHOLD," 
be, and same is hereby adopted on second reading. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich and Rogers voted its 
adoption; opposed Shutzer; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 

"First Reading and Introduction: Ordinance #2024/34 Approving an Application for 
a Long-Term Tax Exemption and Authorizing the Execution of a Financial Agreement with 
Meridia Freehold Hometown Urban Renewal, LLC Related to the Redevelopment of Block 
35, Lots 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 26.02, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 on the Tax Maps of the Borough." 

Councilwoman Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Rogers: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that an 
Ordinance entitled "ORDINANCE #2024/34 APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR A LONG­
TERM TAX EXEMPTION AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A FINANCIAL 
AGREEMENT WITH MERIDIA FREEHOLD HOMETOWN URBAN RENEW AL, LLC 
RELATED TO THE REDEVELOPMENT OF BLOCK 35, LOTS 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 26.02, 28, 
29, 30, 31 AND 32 ON THE TAX MAPS OF THE BOROUGH." be, and same is hereby 
approved on first reading; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be and she is hereby authorized to publish 
said Ordinance in the Asbury Park Press and that shall be further considered for final passage 
after public hearing at a meeting held on December 16, 2024 at 6:30 PM and that during the week 
of said meeting copies of the Ordinance shall be made available at the Clerk's office to members 
of the general public who shall request same. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 



adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows: 

"CONSENT AGENDA - Note: Matters listed under the items of "Consent Agenda" 
are required to conduct the day to day operations of the Borough, and will be enacted by (1) 
motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If 
discussion is desired of any items, that item will be considered separately. 

CR-1 Authorizing Payment of Funds Collected on Behalf of the Special 
Improvement District. 

CR-2 Personnel Appointments/ Actions: 
a. Appointment of Andrew Bilotta, Biagio Lubrano Lavadera, Jr., 
Maritza Pedro, Michelle Nava and Eliel Ramirez as members of the Freehold 
Fire Department Junior Firefighter Program, effective December 2, 2024. 

CR-3 Applications: 
a. Taxi Owner License, KB Taxi (4). 
b. Taxi Owner License, Gonzalez Taxi (2). 
c. Taxi Owner License, M & M Limousine Car & Taxi (3). 
d. Taxi Owner License, Tony's Taxi (1). 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA" 

Councilman DiBenedetto asked to remove CR-I from the Consent Agenda 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the Consent Agenda Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilman DiBenedetto: , 

CONSENT AGENDA: CR-2 through CR-3. 

Councilman DiBenedetto congratulated the new members of the Jr. Firefighters and 
acknowledged Chief Lenny Maxfield for doing a great job leading this program. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. CR-I on the Agenda as follows: 

"Authorizing Payment of Funds Collected on Behalf of the Special Improvement 
District." 

Councilwoman· Jordan offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Rogers: 



AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF FUNDS COLLECTED ON BEHALF OF THE 
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT. 

On roll call, Council Members Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its adoption; 
opposed none; abstain DiBenedetto and Friedman; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 15 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Approval of Bills." 

Councilwoman Rogers offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilwoman Jordan: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on 
the attached list in the amount of $2,620,667.52 be paid as presented. 

On roll call, Council Members DiBenedetto, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer voted its 
adoption; opposed none; abstain Friedman (24-01295); absent none. Mayor Kane declared the 
motion adopted. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 16 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Public Comments." 

Mr. Anthony Calascione, 3309 Jessica Circle, Freehold Township, introduced an AI 
program he developed. He summarized the program, TED, and explained how the technology 
creates a global revolutionary economical model, builds local economies from the ground up, 
reverts e-commerce revenue to local business and creates local jobs. Mr. Calascione expressed 
his desire to make Freehold Borough the birthplace of New Jersey's AI driven economic 
innovation. He asked to make a full presentation at the December 16th meeting. 

Borough Attorney, Robert Cosgrove suggested Mr. Calascione follow-up with Mr. Gallo 
and explained the public bidding process. 

Mr. Calascione provided a packet to the Clerk to be distributed to Mayor and Council. 

Councilman DiBenedetto offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Councilwoman Shutzer: 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION. 

On roll call Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 



Mayor Kane read Item No. 17 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Council Reports and Comments." 

Councilwoman Shutzer congratulated all involved with the wonderful Community Dinner. 
She announced there will be a Flu Clinic on 12/10 from 4:30PM - 6:30PM. She congratulated 
Park A venue School on the opening of the addition which was dedicated to the memory of 
Superintendent Dr. Rocco Tomazic, noting it is the first time in many years the school district is 
proactive instead of reactive. Councilwoman Shutzer announced the Senior Holiday Party is 12/7 
and there are still reservations available. 

Councilman DiBenedetto announced the leaves are being picked up through December. 
He stated the Community Dinner was a great night. He hoped everyone had a great 
Thanksgiving. 

Councilwoman Jordan announced the Tree Lighting downtown is on 12/3 and stated there 
are a lot of holiday events happening in December. She reported the Menorah Lighting will be 
12/30. Councilwoman Jordan reported the basketball league starts 12/14, volunteers are 
welcome. She announced the last Mayor's Wellness Yoga class of 2024 will be 12/11 and will 
resume on 2/5/25. 

Councilwoman Rogers announced the Library is open and back to regular hours adding· 
there will be a 120th Anniversary celebration on 12/14 from 2-5PM. She stated the Community 
Dinner was well attended and a nice experience. She quoted JK Rowling about being united. 

Councilman Reich wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. He encouraged residents that 
want to join a committee to complete a Citizen Service Application which is on the website. He 
announced Wreaths Across America is on 12/14 and the Freehold Borough Arts Council Arts and 
Crafts show will be 12/7 at Park A venue School. He announced Code Blue locations are 
available for anyone that needs it during the cold. 

Councilman Friedman stated the Crafts Show on 12/7 is a wonderful event. He 
congratulated Jim LaPointe and Brianna Van Vorst who were recognized by the Monmouth 
County Planning Board for their work restoring the clock at the corner of Court Street. 
Councilman Friedman reported there is a job opening in the Code Office and applications are on 
the website. 

Mayor Kane stated there is a lot of great things happening during the holidays and hoped 
everyone had a great Thanksgiving. 

Mayor Kane read Item No. 18 on the Agenda as follows: 

"Adjournment" 



Councilwoman Shutzer offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman 
Di Benedetto. 

On roll call Council Members: DiBenedetto, Friedman, Jordan, Reich, Rogers and Shutzer 
voted its adoption; opposed none; abstain none; absent none. Mayor Kane declared the motion 
adopted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

GfOA ~ ~ 
TRACI L. DIBEN T TO, RMC 
BOROUGH CLERK 

TLD/hlc 




